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Who can forget the last time we welcomed the 
then newcomers to the Ericsson Cup competition, 
Perth Glory, to Suncorp Stadium? 

We not only copped heaps from Thor's mates in the 

thunderclouds but it also poured goals... from Perth Glory, 

not us. They beat us 5-1. 

Of course, we had our revenge in the return leg, when 

we travelled to Perth in March this year and defeated them 

2-0 in front of their home crowd. One of the few teams to 

do so in season 1996-97. 

I believe that victory was critical for us; not just in terms 

of consolidating our position on the ladder but also in terms 

of giving confidence to the team and silencing a few critics 

down south. 

But while we wear the mantle of national champions, 

we can't afford to rest on our past glories. 

Perth has toughened up since last season and although 

they've had a few departures from their side, they've also 

made some key acquisitions, including Socceroo midfielder, 

Ernie Tapei, Nigerian international Samson Siasia (whom 

I played against in Belgium) and young New Zealand 

international, Danny Hay. 

All around the park, Perth has strength, pace and skill 

and tonight's game should be an entertaining and free 

flowing affair. 

For those who watch the SBS program, On the Ball, 

you may have noticed Glory's coach, Gary Marocchi, rated 

the trip to Brisbane as his "worst away trip". He went on 

to say it was because of the long trek from one side of the 

continent to the other. 

While I have some sympathy with that, you can be 

sure we'll be working hard to ensure when he awakes on 

Sunday morning, his feelings for the Brisbane trip will not 

have improved to any degree. 

And it won't be just because of the long trip back but 

because of the long trip back on top of a loss tonight! 

GO THE STRIKERS 

E-mail: farina @ brisbanestrikers.com 
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Strikers to continue form 
Frank Farina is looking for a 

continuation of the form which allowed 
the Strikers to take their first win of the 
season, last week. 

It was a 14th minute strike by Troy Cranney 
which gave the side its first three points, but it 
was the numerous chances the Strikers 
created, that really gave Farina something to 
smile about. 

"I was delighted to get the win and was 
pleased with the way the guys bounced back 
from the South Melbourne match," Farina said. 

"In the end we made it quite difficult for 
ourselves. We missed some clear-cut chances 
that could've put the game beyond doubt. 

"But it would've been more concerning had 
we not created those chances in the first place. 

"We're still experimenting with our line- 
up and I'm sure once we find the right 
combination, those chances will be taken." 

Despite their poor start to the season, 
Farina refuses to take the Glory lightly tonight. 

Boasting several current and former 
internationals, Farina believes they will be one 
side vying for a top six spot at the end of the 
year. 

The Glory haven't had the best start to the 
1997/98 Ericsson Cup campaign. Two losses 
including a 4-1 hammering by Adelaide City 
in front a record home crowd has left them 
floundering towards the bottom of the ladder. 
But Farina remains cautious. 

"I don't think you can read anything into 
their early results," Farina said. 

"They're also trying to find the right 
combination, and once they do... look out!" 

Farina was reluctant to single out any of 

the Glory's players, although he does rate their 
prize Nigerian signing Samson Siasia as a 

potential match winner. 

Already he has made an impact on the 
Ericsson Cup scoring after just eight minutes 
on his debut with the Glory last week. 

ERICSSON 40. 

If speedy 
flanker, Sean 
Cranney, has 
put in a solid 

weeks 
training after 

his numerous 
pre season 

injuries. Fans 
can expect to 

see him on 
the park 
tonight. 

At 30 years of age, Siasia has 72 national 
caps to his credit. 

He also has seven European Cup 
appearances under his belt and played for 
former French league champions FC Nants. 

"Samson's a player of immense 
experience. He's played at the highest level 
and he'll definitely be a danger for us," Farina 
said. 

"But our defence is strong and I'm sure it 

will be up to the task." 

Another player our defence will have to 
watch tonight is the experienced Ernie Tapai. 

The former Socceroo is not long out of 
the national team and knows that some strong 
performances for his new Ericsson Cup side 
could help his cause for re -selection. 

Brisbane are still without several key 
players including young guns Kasey Wehrman 
and Wayne Knipe, and former New Zealand 
international Chris Zoricich. 

However, there might be some good news 
for Brisbane as former Socceroo Sean 
Cranney might return to the park after 
experiencing a string of pre -season injuries. 

Farina believes last week was a turning 
point for the Strikers and he's confident the 
side can bury the memory of last year's 
humiliating 5-1 home loss to the Glory, tonight. 
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It says something for the impact of the Brisbane Strikers 
grand final win that Rod Brown considers it one of the highlights 
of his career. 

Now 33, Brown is one of the most 
decorated and respected players in the national 
soccer league. 

His resume reads like a dream list for any 
young aspiring player. Over 300 NSL games, 
over 100 goals and several green and gold 
jerseys. 

But the former Marconi, Apia Leichardt 
and Newcastle player has no hesitation in 

naming the Strikers grand final as the most 
satisfying moment in his glittering career. 

"Representing your country is probably the 
ultimate but winning the championship is more 
satisfactory from a team aspect," said Brown, 

a member of Australian squads in the mid -80s. 

by Brent Read 

"You play with your team all year." 

Brown never scored a goal for his country, 
where he had to battle with some of the best 
strikers Australia has produced for a place in 

the starting line-up. 

But Brown has no regrets despite his path 
to a starting position being blocked by John 
Kosmina and Marshall Soper. 

The wily forward went back to doing what 

he does best - scoring goals. 

"Any striker is expected to score goals. I've 

just always been a goal scorer, all my life," 

Brown said. 

"Sometimes they go in, sometimes they 

don't. I don't know how to play any other 
positions. 

"Strikers are born not made. You can't 
teach somebody that. 

"There is no point putting me in any other 
position. I can't tackle." 

There's no need to try Brown in any other 
position. He's an out-and-out striker, right 
down to being able to recite the number of 
goals he's scored in the NSL. 

When asked his goal total, Brown quickly 
replied 131. But when asked how many games 
he'd played, the answer was a little more 
ambiguous. 

"I don't know. Over 300," he said. 

Taking into account his consistency over 
the last 15 years, Brown had every right to be 
disheartened when the club purchased Andy 
Harper in the off-season. 

But he never considered retiring, accepting 
his role within the team had changed. 

"Competition always makes it healthy. I've 

enjoyed it from day one," he said. 

"I'm still enjoying my soccer, otherwise I 

wouldn't be playing. I'd have retired and 
pursued other things." 
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Really want a Brisbane Strikers Fan to win a fanastic 
Hyundai Excel Manual Sprint in 1997 - 98 

And you don't have to be a Frank Farina to win! 

You will have a few great chances to win in the Hyundai Strikers Lucky Key Contest 
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France or bust for our Socceroos 
November 29 will be a big day for 

Australian Soccer. There's no doubt 
there will be tears, but will they be tears 
of joy or tears of despair. 

For those soccer fans who have been 
impersonating a frightened ostrich during the 
last few weeks, the Socceroo's will host the 
fourth placed team from the Asian qualifying 
group at the MCG. 

The match will be the return leg of a World 
Cup qualifier played on November 22. 

It is an important day for Australian soccer 
as victory will put the likes of Zelic, Okon and 
Bosnich into the race to climb the Mt Everest 
of sporting trophies - the World Cup. 

The ramifications for the game in this 
country are immense. The public exposure 
players would receive could only enhance the 
game's image and appeal. 

Soccer already appears to be taking 
market share from the traditional big guns of 
the Australian sporting scene. 

In the first Ericsson Cup fixture of the 
season against South Melbourne, the Strikers 
got 100 more patrons through the gates than 
the Bronco's managed in their World Club 
Challenge match at ANZ stadium. 

A seat on the world's biggest stage in 

France, would ensure this process continues. 
Also, the $3 million that FIFA will hand 

out to each qualifier at the World Cup woul; 

be welcomed at Driver Avenue in Paddington 
Huge running costs (wages, travel an, 

accommodation etc) to keep the Socceroo 
show on the road certainly puts the pressure, 
on the players and administrators to perform 
at an optimum level. 

If you would like to help to reduce the deficit 

and enjoy a great weekend away, come watch 
the Strikers play Newcastle and then continue 
on to Melbourne and help Australia get tc 
France. To be part of it and call the Strikers 
marketing office on 07 3236 1888 and book 
your seats. First in first seated! 

Consulting Surveyors, Planners & Property Consultants 

Licensed Surveyors and Planners Experienced in Properly Development 

and all aspects of surveying, including Urban and Rural Subdivisions, 

Building Unit and Group Title Developments, Engineenhg and Topographic 

Surveys, GPS Surveys, Stockpile Surveys and Lease Surveys, 

CITY 

Suite 4, Portman Place 
220 Boundary Street 
Spring Hill Q 4000 
Tel: 07 3839 0142 

NORTHSIDE 
12 Camarsh Drive 
Murrumba Downs 

Qld 4503 
Tel: 07 3886 3620 

SOUTHSIDE 
758 Old Cleveland Rd 

Camp Hill 
Qld 4152 

Tel: 07 3398 2969 A Member of the 
Clem Jones Group 
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Perth to seek glory in east 
Perth Glory come to Suncorp 

Stadium tonight having recorded two 
losses in the first two fixtures of the 
season. Perth coach Gary Marocchi, 
whilst not overly concerned by the 
Glory's poor start to the season, admits 
there is room for improvement. 

"The start is not what we expected and 
we certainly would have liked to do a little better 
than what we have, but we obviously have a 

squad of new players and they need to settle 
in together," Marocchi said. 

"We started off well last week and took an 
early lead, but we really didn't go on with it 

and Adelaide came back into the game and 
beat us comfortably in the second half. 

"But we are a lot better side than that result 
showed and it's just a matter of the team 
settling down. 

"We're not going to make wholesale 
changes as we've got the basis of a good side 

and I'm going to allow the team to settle and 
hopefully we'll turn the corner." 

Marocchi said the club's new signing, 
Nigerian international Samson Siasia, would 
take some time to settle in with the team. 

"He scored the first goal on the weekend 
and looked quite sharp," he said. 

"There's no doubt he'll be a big asset for 

us and we just have to get the ball to him so 

he can do something with it." 

Defence seems to have been problem for 

Perth early in the season; six goals against in 

two matches is a clear indication that 
opposition attackers are getting too much 
space to play in. 

"It's an area that I haven't been happy with 

as we've conceded far too many goals as our 

players have not been marking close enough." 

Strikers captain Andy Harper is one player 
likely to attract the attention of the Glory 
defence tonight. 

"They are a strong side and currently a 

Andy Harper will lead the side out for the third 
time tonight to contend with Perth and their 
Nigerian import Samson Siasia 

sore side having had two losses on the trot, 
and it is probably not a good time to hit them," 
he said. 

"I feel their danger men are Ernie Tapai, 
Paul Strudwick and Bobby Despotovski. 

"Tapai, on his day, can control the direction 
and flow of possession of his team and make 
life a misery for the opposition, Strudwick has 
a lot of flair and high workrate, and 
Despotovski is a confident player who has a 
nose for goal. 

"In addition, Samson might prove a handful 
but he is really an unkown quantity at this stage 
of the competition. 

"To win tonight, we need to combine the 
things we did well in Rounds 1 and 2, and 
eradicate the things we did poorly. 

We are very keen to give our home fans a 
victory to cheer about and we definitely will 

be showing the Glory no mercy at all." 
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If you are into fine dining then make sure 

you scrutinise page 25 of tonight's magazine. 
If per chance you have bought your copy with 

Steve Laybutt's signature already in it, then 
you have won dinner to the value of $50 from 

Park Roads, La Dolce Vita restaurant. 
Brisbane's very own soccer Speakeasy that has 

fantastic food... just ask Frank! 

It was reported through the week, that an 
avid Strikers supporter, after he had watched 
the Strikers game on SBS on Monday night, 

made the comment that, "Andy Harper took 
as long to get his shot at goal away (and miss) 

as it did for him to make up his mind to sign 

with the Strikers".. unkind call... but very funny! 

It is well worth reading about the Strikers 
Supporters "Weekend Away" trip that will take 
in the Newcastle match and then onto 

Melbourne for the second leg of Australia's 
World Cup qualifier. So far this looks to be the 
trip of the season, so check out page 27. 

It was interesting to read in this week's 
Australian and British Soccer Weekly, that 
Melbourne will not be hosting the soccer 
matches during the 2000 Olympics 
Apparently Jeff Kennett enjoys a game of 

soccer but the decision is surprising because 
of Mr Kennett's obvious desire to host 
everything from an international cabbies 
convention to a Bikies BBQ. You've got to 
wonder whether he will be able to endure two 
weeks out of the public eye during 2000. 

If you're from a soccer club, and you want 
to come in a group to a Strikers' game, then 
contact Strikers Marketing on 07 326 1888 
for special deals. 

ate Courier -Mad Stinday Mail 

Everything for Queensland 

EverYthi!gfor 
soccer 
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STRIKERS midfielder Jeromy Harris is nothing if not 
ambitious. Harris makes no secret of his desire to earn a regular 
starting spot with the Strikers. 

The talented 22 -year -old is well on his way 
to accomplishing that goal. But on his Ericsson 
Cup player profile, Harris has no qualms in 

listing his second ambition for the next two 
years. 

"To play for Australia," the profile said. 

It was that desire to make his mark on the 
soccer scene that drew Harris to the Strikers. 

After a frustrating time with Marconi where 
he had limited first team duty, Rockhampton - 
born Harris approached the Strikers before 
last year's grand final winning season. 

After being invited to train with the club 

by coach Frank Farina, Harris quickly made 
an impression and was snapped up by the 
Strikers. 

"I only played a handful of games with the 

by Brent Read 

top team," Harris said of his time with Marconi. 

"I had a double hernia operation the season 
before and it ruined my whole season. 

"I rang up Frank and he'd already talked 

to a friend of mine in Sydney." 

Now happily settled in Brisbane and 
sharing a house with Strikers goalkeeper Clint 

Bolton, Harris is intent on establishing a place 

with the Strikers. 

A first -up loss to South Melbourne opened 
the door for Harris to start against Wollongong 
and he grabbed the opportunity with both 
hands. 

"Things went quite well and we got away 
with it. There's a fair few midfielders at the 
club," Harris said. 

"If you get a chance you have to try and 
take it. I knew that it would come sooner or 
later and I just have to make sure I hang on to 

it before the likes of Sean Cranney and Kasey 
Wehrman get back. 

"I just want to try and get a regular spot 
and see where it goes from there." 

Harris, who played with Beenleigh in the 
XXXX league before linking up with the 
Strikers, was fortunate enough to play in a 

grand final in his first year with the Strikers. 

"That was awesome," Harris said of his 

role in the Strikers grand final win. 

"It was unforgettable." 

And he believes the Strikers loss to South 
Melbourne has had a sobering effect on the 
team. 

"It brought everybody back down to earth 
but we'll be alright," Harris said. 

"We've just got to get back to basics and 
keep working hard." 
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Perth Glory - A brief history 
As at last year, the twenty first year 

of national competition, the Ericsson 
Cup can truly be called national. 

Born in 1995, Perth Glory is Western 
Australia's first representation in Australia's 
premier soccer league. 

It is interesting to note how national the 
league has been over the years. When the 
national competition started in 1977, Sydney, 
Melbourne, Brisbane, Adelaide and Canberra 
were there and in 1978 Newcastle joined in. 

The aspect of a national league was a 
revolutionary concept in Australian sport. The 
other two biggest football codes were firmly 

entrenched in their states of origin. In 1977 
the major rugby league competition had all of 

its teams from the Sydney region and Aussie 

rules, had all of their teams located within 
Melbourne/Geelong. 

Ten years on however, was a different 
story. In 1987 the national competition had 
contracted to a mere three cities, only teams 
from Sydney, Melbourne and Adelaide where 
present. 

In 1997, the spread of the competition is 

as wide as it has ever been. With Sydney, 
Melbourne, Brisbane, Adelaide, Canberra, 
Perth, Newcastle, Wollongong and Gippsland 
all represented. 

The official launch of Perth Glory on 
December 1995, was the climax of several 

years of intensive work. A consortium of 

business people, clubs and the federation itself 

made an official bid to join the fold back in 

1993. 

A feasibility study had shown that around 
100,000 people were involved in the round 
ball code in the west. This was a backbone of 

support now considered strong enough to 
sustain the expensive business of maintaining 
a team in geographically isolated WA. 

But was the quality there? A test case was 
the Perth Kangaroos. In 1994 the Kangaroos, 
along with the Darwin Cubs, entered the 

Singapore premier league, a competition that 
hoped to be a forerunner to a wider southeast 
Asian league. But this league turned out to be 
a farce, only because Perth won every game 
that season. 

In 1995 a full strength West Ham travelled 
to Perth to play the WA state team. WA won 
this game albeit on penalties, after a 2-2 finish. 

The Glory's inaugural season, 1996-97, 
can only be described as revolutionary. 
Consider the following feats: 

Glory's Round 14 home game against Marconi 

attracted a Perth Oval capacity, 17,582 fans. 

Only one regular fixture match had hosted 

more people and that was back in 1979. 

Glory's average home crowd was 11,900, the 

highest ever recorded in the competitions 
history. 

Glory's 6-0 victory over Canberra in Round 4 

was the largest victory by a debutante team. 

Glory's 5-1 away victory over eventual 
champions Brisbane Strikers, was the heaviest 

home loss ever suffered by a champion team; 

and the longest road -trip in the competition. 

Perth only need a draw in their last game 
of the regular season, to clinch a spot in the 
1996-97 finals. After just ten minutes, the 
Glory were up 1-0. However, 1995-96 
champions, Melbourne Knights, won 3-1. 

A promising aspect of Perth's successful 
inception was that it was achieved without 
relying on expensive imports. Perth -bred coach 
Gary Marocchi had blended a mostly local mix 
into something that was revered by opponents. 

Despite years in the national league 
wilderness, the west was still able to produce 
plenty of talented players. Current and former - 
day Socceroos Robert Zabica, Jason Petkovic 
and West Ham star Stan Lazaridis are names 
that immediately spring to mind. The mind 
boggles at the prospects that the state has now 
with a successful and respected national league 
club to aspire to. by Andrew Howe 



Our new captain Andy Harper 
made his debut game for the 

team and got amongst the 
action from the first whistle 

Andy found out how soft the 
Suncorp turf can be... not! 

Brad Ditton worked hard 
against the odds 

Andy 
Brayshaw, 

whose 
lormally up 
he back of 

the park, 
was up 
close & 

rsonal as 
ne of our 
frontline 

attackers 

New signing 
Steve Laybutt went 
A_ Up in his first .ame 

Brownie tried 
putting a spell 
on their 
keeper but it 
didn't work 

Excuse me. this ones mine! 
Nick Meredith was his usual 
110% 

nor. '''r11:11 
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.Ixilor 0x/di 
aith 

IS THIS YOU? 

Then you win... 
a Strikers Chahlobes T-sh/rty. 

take yourself dowe to the Hylledo" ye//ow 

coupe behind the gods to be ideeti/ied ale 
the T-shirt Coegrdtll/atioes/ 

SURF THE WEB 
WITH THE STRIKERS 
at: www.brisbanestrikers.com 
and also buy the Strikers' Surfers' t -shirt! 

You can E-mail us at: 

strikers@brisbanestrikers.com 

farina@brisbanestrikers.com 

harper@brisbanestrikers.corn 

unne4, 
N 10* 

The following Perth Glory 
have been struck by a lighting 
bolt from Thor. Do you know 
who they are? 

tocst lerlim 
griac vnnea 
einre patal 
htreag naven 
yannd yah 
yomtm sarma 
snasmo isasai 
yotn knanefr 
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& HEY DUDES!! & 

Join the Junior Social Club 
if you would like: 

...a Strikers Rule! t -shirt 
...a Strikers mouse mat 
...to have your birthday 

party at Perry Park on a 

Strikers' training night and 
meet the players 

...the chance to be 
Junior Thor 

and discounts on Strikers' 
Coaching Clinics. 

Only $25. 
Call Strikers Marketing on 
3236 1888 for more info! 

FWIN! WIN! WIN! 

L 

Tell us Thor's favourite food, for a 

chance to win a Strikers Champions 

T-shirt. 
Name: 

Age: 

Address: 

Postcode: 
Thor's favourite food is 

(Hint: The answer is in the Souvenir guide) 

Send to Strikers Marketing, PO Box 1648, 

Milton, 4064, by 15 October. 
Previous winner: Renee Christoforou, 17 Mile Rocks. 

ANDY BRAYSHAW 
WEARS THE T-SHIRT 
YOU COULD WIN 
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ROY E ROWNLIE 

Born: 21/8/80 
Where: Coffs Harbour NSW 

Previous Club: Brisbane City 

Position: Striker 
Nickname: "Rolls" 

If you had only $20 how would 
you spend it? Food! 

Who would you most like to meet? 

Jurgen Klinsen 

Favourite Clothing: Boxers 

Bad Habits: Backchatting Refs 

On rainy days? Sleep 

School: Kelvin Grove 

Most Memorable Game: 

Against UTS Olympic 
Colts & scoring 3 goals 

Career Ambitions: 
To play for Australia 
and be the best 

Favourite Car: Lamborghini 
Favourite Babe: Rachel Hunter 
Favourite Band: Boyz to Men 

Sporting Heros: Jane Flemming & 

el oh s 

It is always an exciting time being involved 
in the game, last weekend's away game against 
Wollongong was probably more frustrating than 
exciting. 

Our flight to Sydney was delayed one hour, no 
problem. Should get there with some time to spare, 
however Friday's traffic in Sydney - nightmare. The 
normal 1 hour 15 minutes to Wollongong turned into 
1 hour 45 minutes. 

Kick off was scheduled for 5.00pm, we arrived at 
5.05pm, 15 minute warm up, play. The game was 
reduced to 40 minute halves, with little half time, which 
was just as well, they locked us out of our change rooms, 
so we had to talk on the park. 

All of the above considered I thought it was a very 
good performance. We didn't play well, but we fought 
for everything, defended bravely and nearly stole the 
game several times at the end. The few chances cheated 
by both teams reflected the 0 - 0 scoreline, mainly thanks 
to some brilliant saves by Graham Ross and the tackling 
of Matthew Bell. 

Our younger brigade were mighty as well, with 15 
year olds Gareth Dorey and Jade North the pick. 

On Monday night at Southport we played the 
Vanuatu National team (various ages as you might guess) 
with several new faces, on very testing conditions. 

There were more insects swallowed than there was 
blades of grass on the pitch, (more excuses I know), 
however we drew 2 - 2 with two goals from (Rolls) Royce 
Brownlie. 

Wanting to keep everyone happy, the boys tell me 
they refused to win until I had sealed the deal for the 
return leg. 

Stay tuned. 

13 13 00 
(flies you anywhere in Australia) ANSETTAUSTRALIA 

The Queensland Academy of Sport 
Ire set to expand their base with the 
establishment of North Queensland 
Academy centred in Townsville. 

The primary purpose is to develop and 

deliver at the local level its services and 

programs offered to potential and elite athletes 

by the Queensland Academy from its Brisbane 

base. 

There is obviously a rich pool of talent that 

exists in regional Queensland and to be able 

to service these athletes (and coaches) 
successfully, the regionalising of the Academy's 

services and programs is essential. 

We have already witnessed at National and 

International levels some of the quality which 

has emerged from high in the tropics, Glenn 

Gwynne, Kasey Wehrman (remember him?) 

Jeromy Harris, Clint Bolton, Steve Corica now 

in England and a young lad by the name of 

Frank Farina. 

I'm sure the locals would love to see a 

National League side up North, who knows 

how they would go if they recruited those 
above? Two more names to keep an eye out 

for in the coming weeks, Wayne Srhoj and 

Aaron Thiesfield will add something special to 

the QAS side when they finish with their school 

terms in Mareeba and Hervey Bay respectively. 

This week we have a bye (annoying isn't 

it) so we have invited some of the outstanding 
players from the region to play the QAS as 

we look forward to the establishment of a 

North Queensland Academy and maybe a 

permanent fixture in the National Youth 

League in years to come. 

Enjoy the game. 

OUR QAS FRONTLINE 
Wade Baldwin 
Craig Barnes 
Stephen Bland 

* Royce Brownlie 
Allan Cameron 

* Francis Cosson 
* Andrew Davidson 

Christopher Day 

* Grant Dickens 
Duncan Easton 

* Christopher Field 

* Daniel lnvincibile 
* Russell Miner 

* Jade North 

* Andrew Packer 
* Shane Stefanutto 

Aaron Thiesfield 

PROUD SUPPORTERS 
OF THE QAS 

SOCCER TEAM 

They too will FEEL THE PASSION 
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Strikers and the 
community 

We're doing lots of things with junior 
soccer clubs and schools this season. 

We've got: 

The Coca-Cola Cup 
...which is a four -a -side competition for 

U13's involving junior clubs, with four clubs 
taking part each home game. The winning 
club, at the end of the season, wins the Coca- 
Cola Cup! 
This week's competitors are: 

Brisbane City North Star Centenary 
Brighton. 

The points table after Round 1 is Group 
A, Ridge Hill on 3 points and Group B, Bribie 
Island on 3 points. 

The Strikers Uhlsport 
Challenge 

...where five players from one club show 

us their stuff with football skills each home 
game. The players must be in the U15 age 
group or below. 

At the end of the season, the most skilled 

individual wins some Uhlsport soccer boots and 
a free place at a Strikers coaching clinic. This 
weeks club is Ridge Hill. 

The Strikers/Uhlsport Relay 
Challenge 

...with schools from around Brisbane 
competing in a time trial in a 4 x 100 metre 
relay. The winning school, at the end of the 
season, will receive $500 worth of Uhlsport 
sporting equipment and the runner-up $250 
worth of Uhlsport sporting equipment, 
courtesy of Uhlsport. Girls' teams have a six 

second handicap. 

This weeks schools are: St Margarets 
Shailer Park SHS Kingston SHS. 

Results so far: 
Brisbane State High - 50.6 seconds. 

Cleveland State High - 54.9 seconds 
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Rivers CafE Bar Penalty Strike 
Each week, three contestants will 

have a chance to win prizes in our 
Rivers CafE Bar Penalty Strike. 

Just read The Courier Mail and fill out 

Strikers coupon appearing each home 
game, place it in the barrel at each 
entrance gate and three contestants will 

be drawn early in the first half to compete. 
Contestants, with the aid of Thor 

(pictured in his new clobber), will kick at a 

prize board which includes dinner for 2 

at Rivers CafE Bar, dinner for 6 at Rivers 

CafE Bar, dinner for 2 at Marco's 
Restaurant and Strikers merchandise. 

In addition, each contestant in the half- 

time competition will receive a Hyundai 
Strikers Lucky Key with a chance to win 

a Hyundai Excel Sprint, courtesy of the 

Hyundai Metro Dealers, at the last home 
game of the season on 4 April. 

Join the crowd 
Pre -match and 

post -match of every 

Strikers game. 

Discuss the opposition, 

analyse the results with 

Ike Lest Italian cuisine. 

Fully licensed and we do 

g real *coffee too. 

41 Open 7 clays 'Id late 

....Meals `til Midnight. 

48 Breakfast / Lunch or 

inner 

BrisLane Stril,ees Support, r, ( 1,i1 

Members receive 10% discount on 

food and drink 

La Dolce Vita 

20 Park Poad Minton 

Ph: 3368 1191 



"I wouldn't be caught on the 
field in anything else." uhlsport 

Frank Farina FEEL. THE PASSION 
410 

Frank Farina Junior, Team Senior and Prisma Senior new season boots in all sizes. 

Available from all leading sporting retailers from January. 

Reserved for Thor 
Many of you will have noticed that some 

seats around the grand stand have been 

reserved for myself. 

Hopefully, throughout the matches this 

season I will find my way into the stand and 

take a small break and help you to support 

our team in the most vocal manner possible. 

Lets Go! 
After our first loss at home this year and 

our win against Wollongong last Friday, we 

really need to get behind the boys tonight and 

for the rest of the season. 

During the first game against South 
Melbourne I really felt the crowd was starting 

to get into the atmosphere so let's keep on 

going and we should hopefully make a 

difference and start to make Suncorp Stadium 

the fortress it has become known as over the 

last two years. 

Colourful hats, 
shirts, signs etc. 

I must thank everyone who made the effort 

to wear a Strikers shirt or blue and yellow hat 

at the last home game. 

If we continue to wear the team colours 

throughout the year, the atmosphere and 

excitement generated, really does transfer itself 

down onto the pitch. 

A great way of supporting the team was 

evident at the grand final and that was painted 

sheets used as signs. Most people would have 

seen the one printed simply "Thanks Frank" 

in the old grand stand and if anyone can sum 

up this fantastic sentiment in other signs please 

feel free to do so and I will mention them in 

this column. 
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Remember, no rude or derogatory signs 

please. We need to support our team only, 

not knock the opposition. 

Amazing trip away 
Check out page 27 of this magazine for 

details on the away trip of the season. 

A Friday night game against Newcastle 

Breakers and then on to Melbourne for the 

clash between Australia and the fourth placed 

Asian team. The Socceroos play to go to the 

World Cup finals in France next year. 

It would be brilliant to see as many 

supporters as possible make this journey to 

help both the Strikers and the Socceroos win. 

So please save up your pennies and we 

will take Newcastle by storm before heading 

off to Melbourne for what promises to be the 

trip of the year. 

WIN! WIN! WIN! 
DINNER FOR TWO HT 

If you purchased your magazine with 

Steve Laybutt's signature below, then you 

have won dinner to the value of $50 at 

La Dolce Vita Restaurant, Park Rd. Milton. 

To claim your prize, take your copy of the 

magazine to the yellow Hyundai Coupe at 

the scoreboard end of the field. 
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If you haven't already done so, you 
should join the Brisbane Strikers Social 
Club! 

All Social Club members have access to 
the Centreline Club after the games, with an 
opportunity to meet players at the after -match 
function. 

Every home game, we'll be giving away a 
one -month Silver membership to a 

Healthworks Fitness Centre to a lucky Social 
Club member. 

You also receive complimentary 
membership to the Perry Park licensed club. 

It's a great venue for small, large or corporate 
functions with audiovisual facilities and 
professional staff on -hand to cater for every 
function requirement. Social Club members 
are entitled to 10% discount on all function 
catering at Perry Park. 

When Strikers' away games are telecast 
on Optus Vision, you will be able to see them 
LIVE at Perry Park with a big screen, courtesy 
of our friends at SANYO. 

All adult Social Club members also receive 
a Hyundai Strikers Lucky Key towards the end 
of the season, with a chance to win a Hyundai 
Excel Sprint, courtesy of the Hyundai 
metropolitan dealers. 

Other Social Club benefits 
include... 

early offer on tickets for finals and 
internationals held at Suncorp Stadium for 
which we are responsible. 

free copy of all editions of our new 
Magazine, Thunderstruck. 

A 40% discount on any 3 or 6 month 
normal membership rate at any Healthworks 
Fitness Centre. 

A 10% discount at II Mondo, Kangaroo 
Point, on accommodation and meals (except 
for dinner on Friday and Saturday). 

10% discount at Rivers CafE Bar, 
Riverside Centre. 

10% discount at La Dolce Vita, Milton. 

A 10% discount on any catering by Oyster 
Blue Catering at Perry Park. 

Social Club members also vote in the Social 
Club's Most Valuable Player Award at the end 
of the season. 

Benefits for interstate 
members include... 

tickets to away matches and a home match; 
and for members outside southeast 
Queensland, a ticket to a home match. 

Just give us a call in sufficient time so we 
can make the arrangements. 

New members are welcome at any time, 
for details contact Strikers Marketing on 3236 
1888. 

:Get your Season 
:Souvenir Guide 
:NOW! 
The definitive guide to the 
Strikers' 1997-98 season is on 

sale now from the 
merchandise stands at gates 1 

:and 2 and through Strikers 
Marketing and other outlets for. 
:just... 
. $8.95 . . 

ERICSSON CUP 
P W D L F A Pts 

South Melbourne 2 1 1 0 5 2 4 

Newcastle Breakers 2 1 1 0 5 3 4 

Sydney United 2 1 1 0 4 2 4 

Carlton SC 2 1 1 0 3 2 4 

Gippsland Falcons 2 1 1 0 2 1 4 

Adelaide City 1 1 0 0 4 1 3 

Marconi Fairfield 2 1 0 1 2 1 3 

Adelaide Sharks 2 1 0 1 5 5 3 

UTS Olympic 2 1 0 1 2 3 3 

STRIKERS 2 1 0 1 1 3 3 

Melbourne Knights 2 0 1 1 2 3 1 

Wollongong City 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 

Perth Glory 2 0 0 2 2 6 0 

Canberra Cosmos 2 0 0 2 1 5 0 

THIS WEEKS OTHER ERICSSON CUP MATCHES 

FRI 17 OCT 

FRI 17 OCT 

SAT 18 OCT 

SAT 18 OCT 

SUN 19 OCT 

SUN 19 OCT 

Newcastle v South Melbourne 

Melbourne Knights v W'gong City 

Canberra Cosmos v Carlton SC 

Marconi v Adelaide Sharks 

UTS Olympic v Gippsland Falcons 

Adelaide v Sydney United 

NEXT WEEKS ERICSSON CUP MATCHES 

SAT 25 OCT Carlton v Adelaide City 

SUN 26 OCT Wollongong City v Newcastle 

SUN 26 OCT 

SUN 26 OCT 

SUN 26 OCT 

SUN 26 OCT 

SUN 26 OCT 

Adel. Sharks v Canberra Cosmos 

Perth Glory v Melb Knights 

Sydney Utd v Brisbane Strikers 

Gippsland Falcons v Marconi 

South Melbourne V UTS Olympic 

NATIONAL YOUTH LEAGUE (Nth Div) 
P W D L F A Pts 

OAS 211050 4 

Newcastle Breakers 1 1 0 0 5 3 3 

Marconi Fairfield Colts 1 1 0 0 3 1 3 

UTS Olympic 1 1 0 0 3 1 3 

NSW Inst. Sport 2 1 0 1 5 5 3 

ACT Academy of Soccer 2 0 2 0 3 3 2 

Wollongong City 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 

Sydney United 2 0 1 1 3 5 1 

Marconi Fairfield 2 0 1 1 2 4 1 

Sydney Utd Colts 1 0 0 1 0 2 0 

UTS Olympic Colts 1 0 0 1 0 2 0 

Aust Inst Sport 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

ERICS'S'ON CUP 
HOT SHOTY 

Clayton Zane 

Pablo Cardozo 

Michael Brooks 

Bill Damianos 

Troy Cranney 

Newcastle 4 

Adl. Sharks 2 

Adel. City 2 

Sth Melb 2 

Strikers 1 

OTIK.f/W WfWA/D A1VW 
foie us for theNewcastleV Strikers match at 7bpper Stadium, Newcastle, oh 

friday 28 November lid thee watch the SOCCL 100,5V Nil Asiae oppoheht oe 

29 November ie Melbourne. 

Prices include air fare (Brisbane - Newcastle - Melbourne -Brisbane), 

accommodation for two eights, ground transfers andeery tickets to both games. 

SOCIAL CLUB AA fAAB.f/W who book a place also have the chance to watch the 

'occeroos game with frank ih a corporate box at the /1/10/ 

for further details, contact Strikers Marketing oe 3 236 /888. 
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The 
Definitive 
Guide to 
the Strikers! 

Your souvenir guide to the 
Strikers' 1997-98 season is on 
sale now from the 
merchandise stands at gates 
1 and 2 and through Strikers 
Marketing (32361888) and 
other outlets for just... 

$8.95 
Introducing . . . 

1998 BRISBANE STRIKERS CALENDARS 
ABC Printing proudly supports the Brisbane Strikers 

FEATURING 
Full colour action photos of the successful 

1996/97 Brisbane Strikers. 

PERSONALISED 
Have your company's own calendars by 

dislplaying your own logo and address details. 

EASY TO READ 
All school and public holidays are very clearly 

displayed and wiro bound for easy handling. 

CHRISTMAS CARDS - BAY SERIES 
We have a range of Christmas cards available 

that can be personalised with your company 

details. 

INFORMATION 
For further information please contact our 

office. Our friendly and helpful staff will be only 

too happy to help. 

ABC PRINTING 

2 DORSEY STREET, MILTON 4064 PO BOX 1007 MILTON 4064 
PHONE: (07) 3369 9133 FAX: (07) 3369 8095 

ff. ABC - 44J, 

Gold Medal 

L-141 
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VP FRONT Wellfte4 
eiga 7414 

Last week was a good week. Following 
the 3-0 blowout at the hands of South 
Melbourne, much recuperative work was 
required to make it so. The medicine came in 

two forms. 

Firstly, the murmur of republicanism echoed 

resoundingly as the nominations for the upcoming 

constitutional convention were disclosed. This was 

an exciting lead in to the big news story of the week, 

(and the real reason for the positive mood swing), 

the Strikers triumph over the Wolves in the "Gong". 

For some, juxtaposing (Look it up Batto!) the 

current constitutional debate and the fortunes of a 

football club will seem an unreasonably long bow to 

draw. That may be so, but possibly there are 

significant parallels between the two. 

Both movements profess eagerness to align 

themselves with the mainstream. Both seek to 

position themselves for long term success. Both are 

attempting to woo throngs to their bandwagon. Both 

are good for Australia, for whatever one's ideological 

position on the make up of our constitution and 

without necessarily nailing my colours to any mast, 

it would seem that putting our defining document/ 
national rulebook over the rack and seeing how it 

holds up, wouldn't hurt. 

Soccer is the sporting vehicle, above any other, 

which enables cross -cultured links. Soccer is the sport 

of the world's people. 

If, as a nation, we desire greater international 

interaction economically and culturally and to 

establish our role in the Asia/Pacific region - then 

soccer is very definitely a means to this end. 

Soccer is multilingual, which is necessary for 

the required discourse. Through soccer, business is 

done, ideas are exchanged, people are brought 

together. These are also things which are, in part, 

the concern of those partaking in the other debate. 

The health of soccer is important for our 

country. For our soccer to be more exchangeable, 

our game needs more. I guess the question is to find 

which part(s) of the "more" can we all contribute to 

make our game even greater. 

Simultaneously, our constitution and soccer are 

at important cross roads. The direction taken will 

be determined by us and by the momentum we 

choose to create. For soccer, our challenge is to 

stimulate as much momentum as we can, to point 

where the holders of the media and corporate purse 

strings can ignore us no longer. 

The challenge facing both is exciting... 

Viue la Republique! Viue la Strikers! 

Occasionally people express the degree to 

which they covet the travel which is part of playing 

in the Ericsson Cup. Novelty and adventure aside, 

most players attest to a preference for playing at 

home. Often, the travelling becomes a tedious series 

of delayed flights, holding patterns, luggage carousels 

and coffee spilt at 30,000 feet due to turbulence. 

When the destination is Falcons Park, Morwell, 

the question "why" assumes prominence in many 

minds. Laws of averages suggest that sooner or later 

a forgettable flight will be experienced. 

Picture a late evening flight, the last one out of 

Sydney before the new day dawns. No sooner do 

you take your seat and prepare for the safety 

demonstration, than your neighbour, an American 

tourist, decides to unwind a little. He removes his 

running shoes. They are not new and shall we say, 

are well worn. A pungent stench rushes from the 

recently vacated shoes with cyclonic force, enough 

to bring all the immediately surrounding rows to 

attention and interrupt the flight attendant as she 

points out the escape routes. Quite timely really, it 

is tempting to follow her instruction there and then. 

"Just -in -case", the motion sickness bag, situated 

in the seat pocket is positioned to make it easily 

accessible. 

Perusing the bag's construction, an amazing 

thing is noticed. Emblazoned across the bag is 

advertising for bargain film developing. It is not 
uncommon to hear of people keeping video footage 

of reconstructive surgery but the mind boggles when 

advertisers seek to sell still photo deals on the airsick 

bag. What market research prompted advertisers to 

make such a connection? 

Who told them that at the point of nausea 
somewhere in the Stratosphere, people's first 

thought is photo development? 

Air travel, a magnificent combination of 

forgettable experience and profound (!?) 

contemplation. 
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ERICSSON CUP 
SOCCER 1997 - 1998 

BRISBANE STRIKERS 
1 Clint Bolton - FO 

2 Glenn Gwynne 
3 Matthew Bell 
4 Chris Zoricich -ol 
5 Craig Williams 
6 Nick Meredith 
7 Frank Farina - FS 

8 Sean Cranney - FS 

9 Rod Brown - FS 

10 Kasey Wehrman - vs 
11 Troy Cranney 
12 Mark Battistin 
13 Reece Tollenaere 
14 Wayne Knipe 
15 Andrew Brayshaw 
16 Chay Hews 
17 Jeromy Harris 
18 Stephen Laybutt 
19 Brad Ditton 
20 Graham Ross 
21 Andrew Packer 
22 Andy Harper (c) 

Coach - Frank Farina 

PERTH GLORY 
1 Tommy Maras 
2 Vladimir Beretovac 
3 Craig Naven 
4 Gavin Wilkinson - oI 
5 Vinko Buljubasic - FO 

6 Gareth Naven 
7 Scott Miller 
8 Paul McVittie 
9 Paul Strudwick 
10 Bobby Despotovski 
11 Ernie Tapai -s 
12 Doug Ithier 
13 James Afkos 
14 Michael Garcia - FYS 

15 Peter Vukmirovic 
16 Samson Siasia - oI 

17 Scott Halpin 
18 Danny Hay 
19 Anthony Carbone - FYS 

20 Tony Franken - FS 

Coach - Gary Marocchi 
Legend: S - Socceroo, FS - Former Socceroo, 0 - Olyroo, FO - Former Olyroo, 

YS - Young Socceroo, FYS - Former Young Socceroo, 01 - Other International 

(Ei) HYU n RI 
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HYUNDAI BRISBANE STRIKERS 1997/1998 Ericsson Cup Draw 
Rnd 1 Sat 04/10/97 Strikers V South Melbourne SUNCORP STADIUM 7.00pm 

Rnd 2 Fri 10/10/97 Wollongong City V Strikers WIN Stadium 7.30pm 

Rnd 3 Sat 18/10/97 Strikers V Perth Glory SUNCORP STADIUM 7.00pm 

Rnd 4 Fri 24/10/97 Sydney United V Strikers Parramatta Stadium 7.30pm 

Rnd 5 Sat 01/11/97 Strikers V Carlton SUNCORP STADIUM 7.00pm 

Rnd 6 Sun 09/11/97 Adelaide City V Strikers Hindmarsh Stadium 7.30pm 

Rnd 7 Sat 15/11/97 Canberra Cosmos V Strikers Seiffert Oval 7.00pm 

Rnd 8 Sat 22/11/97 Strikers V Melbourne Knights SUNCORP STADIUM 7.00pm 

Rnd 9 Fri 28/11/97 Newcastle Breakers V Strikers Topper Stadium 7.30pm 

Rnd 10 Sat 06/12/97 Strikers V UTS Olympic SUNCORP STADIUM 7.00pm 

Rnd 11 Sat 13/12/97 Marconi Fairfield V Strikers Marconi Stadium 7.00pm 

Rnd 12 Sat 20/12/97 Strikers V West Adelaide SUNCORP STADIUM 7.00pm 

Rnd 13 Sun 28/12/97 Gippsland Falcons V Strikers Falcons Park 6.00pm 

Rnd 14 Sat 03/01/98 Strikers V Gippsland Falcons SUNCORP STADIUM 7.00pm 

Rnd 15 Fri 9/01/98 South Melbourne V Strikers Bob Jane Stadium 8.00pm 

Rnd 16 Sat 17/01/98 Strikers V Wollongong City SUNCORP STADIUM 7.00pm 

Rnd 17 Sun 25/01/98 Perth Glory V Strikers Perth Oval 5.00pm 

Rnd 18 Sat 31/01/98 Strikers V Sydney United SUNCORP STADIUM 7.00pm 

Rnd 19 Sat 21/02/98 Carlton SC V Strikers Optus Oval 5.00pm 

Rnd 20 Sat 28/02/98 Strikers V Adelaide City SUNCORP STADIUM 7.00pm 

Rnd 21 Sat 07/03/98 Strikers V Newcastle Breakers SUNCORP STADIUM 7.00pm 

Rnd 22 Sun 15/03/98 Melbourne Knights V Strikers Knights Stadium 6.00pm 

Rnd 23 Sat 21/03/98 Strikers V Canberra Cosmos SUNCORP STADIUM 7.00pm 

Rnd 24 Sun 29/03/98 UTS Olympic V Strikers Sydney Football Stadium 6.30pm 

Rnd 25 Sat 04/04/98 Strikers V Marconi Fairfield SUNCORP STADIUM 7.00pm 

Rnd 26 Sun 12/04/97 West Adelaide V Strikers Hindmarsh Stadium 6.30pm 

WITH ELECTRICITY 

KINSELA 
ELECTRICAL P/L 

Appliance repairs 
House wiring 
Commercial or domestic 
Industrial installations & repairs 

Ph: 3205 3362 
23 Taedi Av. Bray Park 

Member of ECA 

101 O'Brien Leisure Servicesi 

Official caterers for 
Suncorp Stadium 

and proud sponsors of the 
Brisbane Strikers 

"MAN OF THE MATCH" 

and 

"FOOTBALLER 
OF THE YEAR" 

Awards 



STRIKERS 

EXCEL 

WITH STYLE. 

Congratulations 1997 Ericsson Cup Champions. Hyundai is really proud to be 
your major sponsors for the 1997/98 season. Keep up the excellent standards. 

HYUrIDRI 
WHAT DRIVES YOU DRIVES US 

ALLDAI EVERYDAI 
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