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Our festive season games are against two 

teams which do not attract a lot of attention, but 
have put in some good performances this season. 

The Adelaide Sharks are just one game out of the 

Top 6, with a game in hand, and the Gippsland Falcons 

sit just above us on the National Soccer League ladder. 

The Sharks, in particular, have shown quite a bit of 

bite. Their attacking midfielder, Pablo Cardozo, has been 

in the type of form to match their strip - ie "red hot" - 

scoring 10 goals in 10 matches, and players like Nathan 

Day and Jimmy Tsekinis are always dangerous. 

Gippsland are coached by the wily Frank Arok, my 

former Socceroo coach and a veteran coach in the 

National Soccer league. They have the distinction of being 

the only team to defeat us twice last season in the "home 

and away" series, which is a measure of Frank's capacity 

to outfox the opposition and the team's onfield ability. 

Both promise to be challenging games for us, as we 

fight our way out of our form slump. 

Talking of fighting back, I have been delighted to see 

the way the Socceroos have rebounded after the 
disappointment of the World Cup qualifier last month. 

Their matches to date in the Confederation Cup have 

been quite different in nature, but have been impressive 

results and show increasing maturity, experience and skills 

under the tutelage of national coach, Terry Venables. 

The National Soccer League continues for your 

enjoyment throughout the Christmas -New Year break 

and the long school holidays. In addition to the Gippsland 

game on January 3, we have two other home games - 

on January 17 against the in -form Wollongong and on 

January 31 against league leaders, Sydney United. I hope 

you can join us for each of them. 

In the meantime, I know I will have an early start to 

look forward to on Christmas Day with my young family. 

To you and your family, may I wish you, on behalf of all 

at the Brisbane Strikers, a very merry Christmas and a 

happy, fun -filled and peaceful New Year. 
Go the Strikers 

E-mail: farina@brisbanestrikers.com 



THIS COULD BE 
YOURS: 

THE GREATER BRISBANE HYUNDAI DEALERS 

Really want a Brisbane Strikers Fan to win a fanastic 
Hyundai Excel Manual Sprint in 1997 - 98 

And you don't have to be a Frank Farina to win! 

You will have a few great chances to win in the Hyundai Strikers Lucky Key Contests. 

1. ALL adult members of the Social Club will receive a Hyundai Strikers Lucky Key 

2. ALL contestants participating in the half-time competition at home games will receive a 

Hyundai Strikers Lucky Key. 

3. AND there will be other opportunities during the year also to score a Hyundai Strikers 

Lucky Key. 

That easy! All Dal... every dai... (r) HYUNDAI 
Leo Muller Leo Muller Keema 
Hyundai Hyundai Hyundai 
Albion Kedron Mt Gravatt 

3243 7788 3243 7733 3343 5888 

Keema Keema Westpoint Moorooka Keystar Keystar Pavillion 
Hyundai Hyundai Hyundai Hyundai Hyundai Hyundai Motors 

Springwood Cleveland Taringa Moorooka Rothwell Caboolture Booval 

3209 3511 3821 6444 3870 2800 3848 7811 3203 2766 5498 5800 3281 3333 

Brisbane Strikers front man Rod 
Brown is on the verge of creating 
National Soccer League History. 

Brown's goal against UTS Olympic in 

1, Round 10, allowed him to equal John 
Kosmina's all time scoring record in 

National League matches of 133 goals. 

The goal itself must have been fate. 

Brown caught an Andy Harper rocket in 

the back, the deflection flying past an 

outstretched Bob Catlin in the Olympic 

goal. 
And while the goal may not have been 

the most orthodox or prettiest to watch, 

the veteran striker said he 
anyway. 

"The way Andy hit the ball, he deserved 

the goal. But the scoresheet will always have 

my name in front of it and in years to come 

people won't know how it was scored." 

Player/coach Frank Farina agreed it 

didn't matter how the goal was scored. The 

fact was it counted and counted for Brown. 

"We were in desperate need of a 

victory, particularly a home win, and that 

goal secured three valuable points for us. 

"The team's been joking around with 

Rod and Andy since the Olympic game 

about who's goal it was, but I'm sure that 

Andy doesn't mind Brownie being awarded 

it. 

Brown can write himself even further 

into the record books tonight, if he manages 

to score another goal. 
However, he's more intent on securing 

three points for the Strikers and helping 

them climb out of the hole they're in. 

"I'd swap a goal for three points any 

day," Brown said. 

(Eit,HYUnDni 5 
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Farina -:ijr.),79ai_ (Jr] \Jen 
Australia's soccer fraternity was overjoyed by the news that Terry Venables, has agreed in 

principle, to coach the Socceroos until the World Cup in South Korea & Japan in 2002. 

No one can deny that Venables has had a huge 

impact on the game down under but there are some 

who say he should spend more time in Australia. 

Eye on Strikers thought it was fitting to give 

our very own Frank Farina an opportunity to have 

his say on Venables role and what Australian soccer 

should expect in the future. 
Q: Frank, what are your thoughts on the 

likelihood of Venables reappointment as national 
coach for the next four years? 

A: Terry is obviously one of the best coaches in 

the world having coached teams the quality of 

Tottenham Hotspurs and the English National side. 

It's great for the country that Soccer Australia have 

enticed him to stay on as National coach, but in 

light of that, we have to make sure that next time 

round we benefit from his presence. 
It's fine to have him (Venables) around but in 

four years time, if he decides to leave, where will we 

be? Hopefully not in the position we were faced 

'.with this time where everyone was asking who would 

replace Venables as national coach. 

Q: Have you been privileged enough to 

experience one of his training sessions? 

A: I haven't actually seen him coach but the 

players I've talked to who have been fortunate 

enough to have been involved in sessions with him, 

have tremendous respect for him. They say he's 

confident and single-minded and because he was a 

player himself, he knows how to approach the game 

from a player's perspective. 
But I think his biggest asset is probably his people 

management skills. Numerous people have 

commented to me that he is an excellent player 

manager and knows how to get the best out of his 

players. That's obviously a huge asset as a coach. 

Q: What do you think of his current role and 

do you think that role could change? 

A: I believe that whole coaching structure in this 

country needs to change. In my opinion, there should 

be one coach for the under -17 and youth teams 

and another coach who is charged with the 

responsibility of leading our Olympic and Socceroo 

sides to glory. Obviously, Venables is the person for 

our senior coaching job and I think soccer in this 

country will only benefit from his involvement. 

Q: There have been suggestions by certain 

sections of the media that as national coach, 

Venables should spend more time in Australia. 

What's your opinion? 

Terry Venables.. 
"One of the worlds best" 

A: I don't want to jump the gun without knowing 

the terms of his contract, but if there was a situation 

where he was only spending two to three months of 

the year over here, then Australian soccer probably 

would not be getting the full benefit of his 

appointment. Local coaches from the Ericsson Cup 

and up and coming coaches need to be exposed to 

the way Terry runs a training session and organises 

his squad, and the more time he spends in Australia, 

the better it will be for everyone. 
Q: What do you think of the style of play 

Terry's teams adopt? 
A: The structure that he plays (5,3,2) is pretty 

standard for many teams around the world these 

days. What it comes down to is the skill of the coach 

in knowing who to play and who not to play and 

that's Venables great ability. Terry puts players in 

that he knows he can get the best out of. 

Q: Given Venables future role, what's the 
future hold for Australian Soccer? 

A: I think the future for the game in this country 

is very bright. Venables brings a lot of experience 
and knowledge and I just hope we can glean as much 

from him as is possible. The only other point I would 

make about our future is that there is a distinct need 

for Australia to move into the Asian qualifying group. 

Every other country in the world has groups that 

they compete in when qualifying for the World Cup, 

and I believe not having a regular home and away 

series of qualifiers disadvantages us. 
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4 Pre -match and 

post -match of every 

Striders game. 

4 Discuss the opposition, 

analyse the results with 

the Lest Italian cuisine. 

Fully licensed and we do 

great coffee too. 

4 Open 7days Id late 

....Meals 'hi Midnight. 
4 Ere:Masi / Lunch or 

Dinner 

13risLane Striders Supporters CI, 
Members receive 10% discount 

food and drink 

La Dolce Vita 
20 Park Road Milts' 

rk: 3368 1191 

DoN4, 

WITH ELECTRICITY 

KINSELA 
ELECTRICAL P/L 

Appliance repairs 
House wiring 
Commercial or domestic 
Industrial installations & repairs 

Ph: 3205 3362 
23 Taedi Av. Bray Park 

Member of ECA 

O'Brien Leisure Services 

Official caterers for 
Suncorp Stadium 

and proud sponsors of the 
Brisbane Strikers 

"MAN OF THE MATCH" 
and 

"FOOTBALLER 
OF THE YEAR" 

Awards 
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Strikers determined not 
to be shark b 

The Strikers battle to climb their way 
up the Ericsson Cup table continues 
when they take on the Adelaide Sharks 
at Suncorp Stadium. 

The Sharks pose a genuine top six threat 

o this year's Ericcson Cup. 

Good performances early in the sason have 

.hem lying mid -table, just a couple of wins 

vithin striking distance of the top two. 

Coach Adrian Santrac has built a side 

around a blend of youth and experience and 

the Strikers know this is not a team that can 

be taken lightly. 

"Adrian's got a great squad that he's built 

over the past couple of seasons," Strikers 

assistant coach Peter Tokesi said. "They have 

plenty of dangermen right across the park and 

their defence is first class." 

Possibly their real dangerman comes in the 

shape of in -form striker Pablo Cardoza. 

This young "veteran" of the Ericsson Cup 

has taken this year's competition by storm after 

scoring ten goals in his side's first ten matches. 

And Tokesi has singled him out as a major 

threat to Brisbane's chances tonight. 

"There's no doubt Cardoza's a very 

talented man," Tokesi said. 

"He's now a very seasoned Ericsson Cup 

campaigner, despite his age, and he'll certainly 

be one our defence will have to mark tightly. 

"But in saying that, we won't be paying 

any special attention to him. We have our 

game plan and that basically involves scoring 

goals. And we won't be changing that for 

anybody." 

Tokesi is confident the Strikers can down 

the Sharks. He believes if the team fires, then 

it has the edge over the visiting Adelaide team 

in most areas of the game. 

"We have 
the Sharks" - Peter Tokesi 

"We're pretty much back to full strength 

and if you look at the two sides on paper I 

believe we have the better squad overall," 

Tokesi said. 

"But you have to put it together on the 

field and that's what we'll have to do if we're 

going to beat the Sharks." 

Brisbane has a mixed record against the 

Sharks, although their record at Suncorp 
Stadium is quite good. The visitors are yet to 

defeat Brisbane at Suncorp, and that's a record 

Tokesi wants to keep in tact. 

"We do have a very good home record 

against the Sharks," Tokesi said. 

"They seem to struggle when they venture 

north, and I'm quietly confident we can get 

the three points against them again up here." 

If the Strikers do take maximum points 

against the Sharks, they'll be well on their way 

to climbing through the congested table and 

threatening for a top six spot. 
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Try resisting the aromas wafting 
on the river breeze from Marco's 

own chargrill. Tempt you taste 

buds with the freshest seafoods, 

pasta and succulent meats from 

Marco's Mediterranean 
influenced menu. 

Soak up the spectacular view of 

the Brisbane River and Story 
Bridge. 

Open seven days. 

Reservations 3831 5555 

A 
We would like to take this 

Ai opportunity to extend Season's Greetings 

411=1113E1711=310 

SAVA 
SA1811111 

SANYO 

A 
.4* 

Your 1997 Gold 
Medal Printers 

and Best Wishes for the New Year. 

From the Directors and Staff at 

WM 

1111111111101.111111... 

.4.. ABC 

ABC PRINTING 
Gold Medal: 

Punters 

2 DORSEY STREET, MILTON 4064 PO BOX 1007 MILTON 4064 4k 
PHONE: (07) 3369 9133 FAX: (07) 3369 8095 / 

EMAIL: abc@abcprinting.cam.au 

A 

A 

A 
A 

Ca) HYUI1DRI 11 

Champs victory imperative 
Strikers coach Frank Farina, believes a win against the Falcons is crucial 

for the side's top six aspirations, but doesn't believe it's time to hit the 
panic buttons... just yet! 

A series of losses in the first part of the 
season has kept the defending champions at 

the bottom of the table, and Farina knows his 

can't afford any more home losses. 

"Already we've lost far too many points at 

some," Farina said. 

"In previous years we took our home 
lames for granted, but I believe visiting teams 
lave lifted when they've come up to Suncorp 
Stadium this season, purely because we are 

:.he reigning champions." 

Farina also cited the Brisbane supporters 
is another reason to start performing strongly 

At home. 

While he was extremely pleased with the 

Striker's Round 10 win against UTS Olympic, 

he also agreed it wasn't the most convincing 

victory. 

"At the moment we'll take any three points 

that come our way," he said. 

"We have to be realistic. We've only 

secured nine competition points so far this 

season, so every point is extremely valuable 

to us. 

"Gippsland always give us a run for our 
money when they come to Brisbane," Farina 
said. "They've jagged some incredible results 

this year, and they're scoreless draw against 
Carlton a few weeks ago was a big game. 

"Arok's maintained the nucleus of his squad 

over the past couple of years, and I think it 

won't be long before the side begins to convert 

a few of those draws into wins." 

Farina's hoping that won't be the case, but 

the Falcons have every right to be confident. 

Recent good results and victories against 

"But it's also important we turn things on the Strikers on the two occasions the sides 

for our supporters and give them the sort of met last year, gives the visitors the 

soccer they've become used to seeing from us psychological edge. 

in the past." One thing that is going the way of the 

Farina is entering the match against the Strikers though, is the lessening injury 

Falcons with extreme caution. Gippsland have concerns. Farina nearly has his full squad back 

been one of the surprise packets this season. on deck, young midfield sensation Kasey 

A fairly underrated side, the Falcons have 
Wehrman the obvious exception. 

rallied strongly under coach Frank Arok, and But the Strikers coach is hopeful his young 

shocked several of the top Ericsson Cup outfits. star will be back soon. 

The Falcons have only won a handful of For the moment though the side will have 

games this year, but have also registered some to take the Falcons on without him, with victory 

hard fought draws. They've been battling with imperative to help restore confidence and allow 

the Strikers at the bottom of the table and the team to make the massive climb back up 

Farina knows it will be a very tough encounter. the ladder. 



MERRY CHRISTMAS SAC' 
At ANFIELD SPORTS... 

Uhlsport 

"Brisbane Strikers" 
Soccer Shirts $75 

Mini Balls $14 

Junior Replica 
Soccer Shirts (8-15 years) 

Man Utd, Liverpool, Newcastle, Juventus, 

Chelsea, Tottenham, Inter Milan, England, 

Brazil etc... from $35 

Umbro & Buffalo 
Training Shorts (Jnr/Snr) from $10 pr. 

Football Socks 
(Boys/Youth) $3 pr 

Soccer Pals from $12 

Junior Replica 

Soccer Shorts (8-15yrs) 
Man Utd, Liverpool, England, Arsenal and 

more from $25 pr 

Assorted Soccer T-shirts 

Junior and Senior sizes from $10 

Brazil Futsal Playing Shirts 

Boys and Youth sizes $85 

PLUS: 
Bocce rIllugs 

Glov 
Tracksuits 

- Scarves 
- G es - Videos 

- Obispo 
Shin 
Drink Bottles 

- Gl( Shorts guards 
- Soccer Ba//s 4 soccer Lollies 

COaChilig 

oaching 
/(nee 

Manuals 
- GLC 

Manuals 
- &outboards 

- pads and heaps of other great gift ideasll 

20% OFF all Junior 
Indoor Soccer Shoes 

Umbro England Backpacks $25 

Reebok Liverpool Carry Bags $40 

Assorted Caps 
Man Utd, Liverpool, England, Scotland, 

Brazil plus much more from $15 

Uhlsport Goalkeeping Shirts 

For both Junior and Senior from $20 

Soccer Carictures 
Giggs, Cantona, Fowler, Gullit 

& Berkamp $10 

ANFIELD SPORTS 
Rochedale Rovers Soccer Complex 

Underwood Road, Rochedale 

Open: Mon, Wed, Friday 4.30 - 6.30pm 

Saturday 9am - 1 pm (Or phone for appointment) 

We are even open Xmas Eve!! 

Ph: 3841 5959 
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Australia's Confederations 
Cup assault 

The Socceroos have confirmed what 
most Australian soccer supporters 
already believed. That they are a team 
capable of matching it with the best in 
the world. 

Last week's amazing nil all draw with world 

champions Brazil and 3-1 victory against 
eleventh ranked Mexico, proved that point, 
but unfortunately the team and it's growing 
band of supporters are still resigned to the fact 

that we won't be competing at next year's 
World Cup in France. 

While some people would argue the 
scoreless draw against Brazil was a fairly lucky 

result, no one can take anything away from 
the Socceroos performance. The side was 

'irilliant. 

The defence held strong for a ninety minute 

Brazilian onslaught, the midfield and strikers 

did there bit, and Mark Bosnich proved he was 

one of the world's best goal keepers with his 

incredible display of athleticism and acrobatics. 

And apart from the world and FIFA now 

possibly sitting up to take notice of Australian 

soccer, the financial benefits associated with 

the Socceroos performances in Saudi Arabia 

are immeasurable. 

The side's strong performances are set to 

bring much needed finances to Soccer 
Australia, and those benefits should flow down 

to the domestic competition and onto 
Australia's Olyroos as they prepare for Sydney 

2000. 

While the week has been important for 

Australian soccer for those reasons, there is 

another perhaps more significant event to 

come out of the Socceroos Confederations 
Cup campaign, the resigning (in principle) of 

Terry Venables as national coach. 

Venables' decision to remain with the 
Socceroos can be interpreted as a positive 

Alex Tobin is 
Captain Soccer 
in Saudi Arabia 

reaction from a coach, who's putting the World 

Cup disappointment behind him and who sees 

the huge potential of Australian soccer. 
Australia's results this week no doubt swayed 
Venables decision. 

This team of "Jamaican Bobsleders" has 
proved the English media wrong, and "El Tel" 

obviously knows when he's on a good thing. 
It's true he's been offered huge amounts of 

money to coach elsewhere, but in reality, 

coaching a team of relative "unknowns" to 

performances such as the ones they have 
achieved this week, certainly would look good 
on his resume. 

And as the Socceroos wrap up their 
Confederations Cup assault, Venables and his 

men will look to their next assignment, the 

Optus Four -Nation tournament in Australia in 

February. 

Already the side's defeated four countries 

which are off to France, and drawn with 

another two, including the world champions. 

Socceroos one nil loss against Saudi Arabia 

in the final first round match soured the 
tournament to some degree but we still 

managed to qualify for the semi's which assures 

us of at least $1.25m in prize money. 
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RIVES 
CAFE BAR 

The Place To Be Seen! 

Woodfired pizzas, 
gourmet pies, 

sumptuous salads and 
the all new oyster bar. 

Join us for a drink 
(or two), lunch or dinner. 

Open seven days. 
Reservations 3831 4288 

`ALTIIIIIITnp v. v 
The 

Brisbane Strikers 
preferred 

Health and 
Fitness Gym. 

135 Pring Street Hendra 
Ph: 3868 1992 

CITAIree 

Clem Jones Wright d _Assacieztes 

Consulting Surveyors, Planners & Property Consultants 

Licensed Surveyors and Planners Experienced in Property Development 

and all aspects of surveying, including Urban and Rural Subdivisions, 

Building Unit and Group Ttle Developments, Engineering and Topographic 

Surveys, GPS Surveys, Stockpile Surveys and Lease Surveys, 

CITY 

Suite 4, Portman Place 

220 Boundary Street 
Spring Hill Q 4000 
Tel: 07 3839 0142 

NORTHSIDE 
12 Camarsh Drive 
Murrumba Downs 

Qld 4503 
Tel: 07 3886 3620 

SOUTHSIDE 
758 Old Cleveland Rd 

Camp Hill 
Qld 4152 

Tel: 07 3398 2969 A Member of the 
Clem Jones Group 
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Battle of the shot -stoppers 
Renowned for producing world class 

goalkeepers, the Ericsson Cup has 
already seen a number of shot -stoppers 
perform their acrobatics across 
Australia's stadiums this season. 

Already, 25 keepers have paraded before 

spectators this season, with only Jason 
Petkovic (Adelaide City,) Dean Anastasiadis 
(Carlton SC), Jiom Kourtis (Gippsland Falcons) 

and Bob Catlin (UTS Olympic) starting in all 

of their club's matches. Socceroo and Sydney 

United keeper Seljko Kalac has the best goals 

against average. 

The man they call "spider" has an average 

of 0.3 goals scored against him per match, 

and with plenty of rounds to go, the average 

will hopefully improve for the Puma's. Kalac 

also leads the clean -sheets with fellow 

Socceroo keeper Jason Petkovic (Adelaide 

pity). 

To date this season, the Socceroo duo have 

managed four clean -sheets each, and with 

plenty of rounds to go, it will be interesting to 

see which of the Aussie keepers tallies the 

most. 

Only eight of the 25 net -minders have gone 

without a clean sheet to date. Several present 

and past Socceroo keepers have also played 

this season. Former Socceroos Mike Gibson 

(Marconi Fairfield) and Bob Catlin (UTS 

Olympic) have played significant roles with 

their clubs, both featuring regularly, and Tony 

Franken has also featured once for Perth Glory 

this season. 

Add to the former internationals, Kalac 

and Petkovic, and we have already seen five 

keepers who have represented their country 

at the most senior level. 

The Sydney 2000 Olympics are just over 

1000 days away and contention for the 

goalkeeping positions in the Olyroos team is 

heating up. 

With Danny Milosevic and Peter Zois 

overseas, young shot -stopping sensations John 

olton - the Strikers main brickwall 

Didulica (Melbourne Knights), Ante Covic 
(Marconi Fairfield) and Brad Swancott 
(Newcastle Breakers) are leading the way on 

the domestic front, whilst Nathan Wildy 

(Adelaide Sharks) is patiently waiting for a 

break into the first grade side. 

Adam Brodbeck (Wollongong Wolves) has 

entered the first grade squad at the expense 
of veteran Brett Hughes. Brodbeck, a former 
Joey and Olyroo contender, has had two wins 

from as many starts since taking over the gloves 

in the Wolves 8-0 thrashing of Canberra. 
Petkovic, Anastasiadis and Tom Maras have 

helped their respective teams to five wins, 

followed by Frank Mikuletic (Adelaide Sharks), 

Michael Petkovic (South Melbourne), Kalac and 

Catlin who have helped their sides to four 

victories. 

Despite the Strikers run of outs this season, 

keeper Clint Bolton is performing above the 
efforts of many other keepers in the league. 

His goals against average per match of 1.1 

is competitive with the league's top shot - 

stoppers and lets hope that his luck and that 
of the Strikers turns the corner. 
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There's been something missing from the Strikers this seaso 
Sure the club has had trouble winning games. 

Sure, they've had trouble scoring goals. But 

there's a lack of familiarity about the team. 

The Cranneys are still there making 
barnstorming runs down the flanks. Glen 
Gwynne remains at the back, marshalling the 

troops. 
Frank Farina is still up front, creating 

opportunities for Rod Brown to slot home. 

But there's an edge missing. The 
excitement isn't there. Last year young players 

such as Wayne Knipe and Matt Bell caught 
the public's attention. 

Then there was Kasey Wehrman. The NSL 

rookie -of -the -year took the league by storm, 
creating havoc for opposing defences, scoring 
goals and celebrating with his customary 
backflips. 

by Brent Read 
FIR11/111111 

Wehrman was the find of the season. His 

loss more than any other has been felt by the 
ailing Strikers. 

His celebrated ankle injury, incurred while 

preparing for the World Youth Cup with the 
Australian side, has taken its time to heal. 

But the talented 20-year-old's return is 

imminent. He has played several games with 

the Queensland Academy of Sport as Frank 
Farina nurses him back from injury. 

It's been a frustrating time for Wehrman, 
who hails from Cloncurry in north Queensland. 

"It's a bit hard watching the boys losing 

and seeing us at the bottom of the table," 
Wehrman said. 

Wehrman carries a noticeable limp 
courtesy of the ankle injury. But doctors have 

told him the only way to get full movement 
back in the ankle is through training and 

playing. 
"It's tight because I had it in plaster for 

two months," Wehrman said. "The doctors say 

it won't go away for a while." 

If there has been one bright spot from the 

injury, it is the chance for the youngster to 

take a break after a hectic 12 months. 

Last season, Wehrman went through a 

stunning rise in soccer, from the Queensland 
Academy of Sport to Australian honours. 

He wasn't even in the Young Socceroo 
squad at the start of last NSL season. But 

through sheer hard work and talent, he forced 

his way into coach Les Scheinflug's calculations 

and would have been one of the teams big 

guns in Malaysia. 

Wehrman believes the Strikers coaching 

and the experience of the side's older heads 

combined to accelerate his improvement. 

"They helped all the younger guys to bigger 

and better things," he said. "Most of us had a 

fairly good year." 

With Wehrman set for a return in the next 

few weeks, he could provide the spark needed 
to turn the Strikers season around. 
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NEW YEARS EVE PARTY!! 
Dress in your favourite 
thing... 
Every group booking receives 
a complimentary bottle of 
champagne at the stroke of 
midnight to bring in 1998 at 
IL MONDO - $49.00 per person 
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It's the Brisbane Strikers version of 'The Young Ones'. Four of 
the state's most talented young footballers moving into a house 
together, sharing the cooking and cleaning duties and trying to 
maintain their focus on defending the Strikers' premiership. 

According to resident defender Matt Bell, 

,vho resides in the Strikers House of Fun with 

:'ellow young guns Kasey Wehrman, Chay 
Hews and Stephen Laybutt, the chores have 
been shared and things are going all right. 

In fact, Bell believes the move has been 
)eneficial for the four Strikers players. 

"We've been doing extra training sessions," 

ell explained. 

Bell has had a mixed start to the season. 
le was left out of the side to begin the Strikers 

defence of their title but returned to play a 

sequence of six games, almost chalking up his 

.rst NSL goal in the process. 

by Brent Read 

However the 20 -year -old has found himself 

out of favour in recent weeks. But rather than 
dampen his spirits, Bell has set himself for a 

return to the starting line-up. 

It was one of his goals before the season 
started to establish a regular place in the 
Strikers starting side and, despite the side's 
indifferent start, Bell's focus is as sharp as ever, 

"Everybody, as a team, we all have the 

same goal which is the top six and we'll try 

and kick on from there," the former Pine 

Rivers junior said. 

"I just want to improve my game and 
become a regular." 

Although not a betting man, Bell believes 
the 66-1 odds being offered for a Strikers grand 
final win presents a value bet. 

"We were 66-1 last year when we started," 
he said. "We are a chance. We have to work. 
It's as simple as that. 

"I'd say we'll still get there. It is probably 
made easier by the fact that the whole team 
is staying very positive. 

"We work hard. We just have to work a 

bit harder." 

A former young Socceroo, Bell has 
targeted a place in the Olympic squad and 
representing his country at Sydney 2000. 

He is working on improving his 
distribution, comfortable with his ability to 

win the ball in a tackle. 

"I'm playing all right. My game has 
improved a lot since last year," Bell, a 

Queensland Academy of Sport graduate, 
said. 

"Probably winning the ball is my strength. 

Also my aggression and determination." 

If the Strikers are to turn around their 

season, these qualities will be needed in 

abundance. 



Chay Hews was 
solid in the 
midfield 

Andy Harper 
was his usual 
110 per cent 

"Young Gun" An 
shone 

FariR gave Ardone a few pointers 

Wayne Knipe 
came off the 
bench 
and 
created 
havoc 

Nick 
Meredith 
proved a 

handful for 
them 

Gary 
Blackford 

did all 
that was 
asked of 

him 
...and 
more 

Troy 
Cranney 

ran all 
night long 

We even 
got the 

chance to 
celebrate a 

goal! 

Steve 
Laybutt 

was all over 
them up the 
back... and 

the front 
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Comm legend 

MARTIN TYLER en England 

eel( 

SOCCER 

AUSTRALIA 

SOU 
World's greatest -eve 

soccer offer continue 

Tickets insid 

OICLUSIV 

ROMARI 
"o after Ronaldo's crown 

We blow the whistle 

the men you love to ati 

Soccer Australia magazine is a proud supporter 

of the 1996/97 Champions - Brisbane Strikers 
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Look who's calling 
Most soccer fans have a funny story 

10 tell. Some deserve to be recorded in 
:he comical annals, while others are best 
:eft untold. 

In the never ending search for humorous 
stories, Eye on Strikers came across a 

whimsical tale from the land of the long white 
cloud. 

New Zealand journalist Nick Tolerton's 
report on a soccer match in Christchurch was 

headed, "Hello, anyone there?" and read as 

`ollows: 

Christchurch goalkeeper Rod Renfrew, 
;ho plays for southern league soccer 
hampions Dunedin Technical, set alarm bells 

inging for his coach Roger Brooks in the 
season's final match. 

Brooks is used to his cell phone going at 

inconvenient times - he's had several calls from 
players in the middle of after match speeches. 

The phone rang 30min into Tech's match 
against Northern Hearts. 

"I thought I recognised the voice but 
couldn't place if for a moment," said Brooks. 
"It says, `Gidday boss, I'm having an awesome 
game, and there's Rod squatting in his 
goalmouth with a cellphone." 

Tech, who had already won the 
championship. were 2-0 up a the time and 
Brooks could forgive Renfrew his frivolity. 

He says the 36 -year -old keeper is playing 
better than ever, and quickly signed him for 
his new Otago national league team. Renfrew 
is something of a legend in soccer, having 
played in the southern and old national league 
for 10 different in a 20 year career. 

Eye Witness 
sought 

During the last home came at 
Suncorp Stadium against Uts 
Olympic. Two flares were thrown onto 
the ground towards the end of the 
match. 

The Police apprehended two 
people wearing UTS Olympic 
supporters clothing in connection with 
the offence. 

The Police have requested the help 
of people at the match who witnessed 
the throwing of the flares, to come 
forward to help them with their 
enquiries. 

Anyone who could supply the 
Police with information, may first 
contact the Chief Administrator of the 
Brisbane Strikers, Alan Vessey at 
Perry Park on 3252 5327. 

Twelve days of 
Strikers 

Christmas 
Tonight the Queensland YouthChoir will sing 

for the very first time, The Twelve days of Strikers 

Christmas. It is printed below in case you want 

to join in! 

A decent referee 
Two yellow boots 

Three Cup points 
Four saves from Clint 
Five goals from Brownie 

Six corner corner kicks 

Seven Frank Farinas 

Eight through balls 

Nine Kasey backflips 
Ten one -twos 
Eleven Brisbane Strikers 
Twelve more wins 



26 49) HYUT101:111 

ilxilor 8ocid 64th 
11111KERC HOUDIN 
e011CHING CLINICS' 

Book now for the Strikers' holiday 

coaching clinics in January, to be 

held at Perry Park. There are two 

dates: January 12 - 14, 8.30am - 

12 noon and January 19 - 21, 
8.30am - 12 noon. 

The cost is $135, including 
coaching from Strikers' players, a 

IS THIS YOU? 

Then you win... 
.d Strikers 1-i,tleT-shh-ti/ Just take 

yoose/f dowe to fhellylledaigoeata 
behied the goa/s to be ideefified 

T-shirtis yogis Coep-,0a/afioes// 

t -shirt, ball, poster, drink, sun 

protection cream, family pass to the 

17 or 31 January game and a 

discount voucher on Frank Farina 

Uhslport soccer boots. For 
reservations, contact 3236 1888. 

SURF THE WEB 
WITH THE STRIKERS 
at: www.brisbanestrikers.com 
and also buy the Strikers' 
Surfers' t -shirt! 
You can E-mail us at 

strikers@brisbanestrikers com 

farina@brisbanestrikers corn 

harper@brisbanestrikers corn 

U MI34,40 
ti tit Ey) 

The following Shark's and Falcon's 
players have been struck by a lighting 
bolt from Thor. Do you know who they 

'are? 

balpo zodorac 
lexa trocas 
hatnna yad 
noyclat Ileb 
goud cramnac 
ynot kliceus 
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LOOK! 

It's not too late to join the 
Junior Social Club if you 

would like: 
...a Strikers Rule! t -shirt 
...a Strikers mouse mat 
...to have your birthday 

party at Perry Park on a 

Strikers' training night and 
meet the players 

...the chance to be 
Junior Thor 

and discounts on Strikers' 
Coaching Clinics. 

Only $25 Membership. 
Call Strikers Marketing on 
3236 1888 for more info! 

WIN! WIN! WIN! 
Who is the coach of the Gippsland 

Falcons? 

Name: 

Age: 

Address: 

Postcode: 

The Falcon's coach's name 

is: 

(Hint: The answer is in this magazine) 

Send to Strikers Marketing, PO Box 1648, 

Milton, 4064, by January 8. 

ANDY BRAYSHAW WEARS A 

CHAMPIONS T-SHIRT AVAILABLE 

FOR $24 FROM STRIKERS 
MARKETING 
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Have a 
FREE! 
drink 
on us 

Drug testing may be 
carried out during this 

sporting event. 
Drug testing aims to deter athletes 
from using banned drugs, making 
competition fairer for all athletes. 

To find out which drugs are 
permitted call: 

ASDA HOTLINE 
1800 020506 

(Mon -Fri. 9.00am to 5.00pm EST) 

THE AUSTRALIAN 
SPORTS DRUG 

AGENCY 
ASDA, an agency of the 

Commonwealth Environment, 
Sport and Territories Portfolio. 

Caring for the Future 

the Courier -Man ilbStinday Mail 

Everything for Queensland 

or ilk r Soccer 
410 
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IDxF c0(1110 NEW 
ear% 

7404, 

Merry Christmas 
During this season the Strikers have 

3xperienced quite a few lows and only a small 

lumber of highs, so I think that as we move 
nto the Festive Season every supporter who 

las even the tiniest amount of Christmas cheer 
n them has to let it all out during the next two 

tome homes. 

It is obvious that the lads have been unlucky 

Ip until now, losing all but one match by only 

one goal. If we all look towards the second 
;calf of the season and keep the faith, I really 

believe that the Strikers will be in the finals. 

Having said that, I would like to wish 

everyone involved with the organisation of 

match days, the team, all the Strike Squad and 

every supporter who has been to a match so 

far this season, a very Merry Christmas and a 

safe and prosperous New Year. 

History in the Making 
Many of you have already been a major 

part of Queensland soccer history during the 

last five years. The inaugural season of the 
Brisbane Strikers, our first finals appearance, 
the return of Frank Farina to his home and a 

grand final at Suncorp Stadium with a 

resounding win by the Strikers. All of these 

great moments are now a matter of record 
and no-one can take anything away from us. 

We are now about to be witness another 
piece of history, Rod Brown becoming the all- 

time leading goal scorer in Australian soccer 

league history, with 134 goals. When this time 

arrives let's really go off in a big way. I will be 

absolutely over the moon when Browny scores 
and anyone who knows him, will realise what 
a likable man he is and thoroughly deserved 
of this momentous occasion. Only one other 
current player has a chance of catching Rod, 

all be it a rather slender one, and that is our 

own Frank Farina. At the time of writing, Frank 
has scored 102 goals and if anyone deserves 
to take over the mantle from Rod, then Frank 
is a worthy successor. 

Strike Squad on the Move 
After several weeks of trying to change the 

position of the Strike Squad, it was felt that 
the location was not conducive to creating 
atmosphere, so we're relocating again. 

From tonight the Squad will be at the back 
of the main stand towards the northern end. 
We believe that the overhang of the fourth floor 

will create an echo effect and the closer 
proximity to the rest of the crowd will lead to 
more participation and a better atmosphere. 

Any supporters who wish to be involved 
with the Squad, come on up and get ready for 
a great night out. Don't forget your face paint 
or coloured wigs to add to the excitement. 

WIN! WIN! WIN! 
OINNEi? FOR TWO HT 

If you purchased your magazine with 

Matt Bell's signature below, then you have 

won dinner to the value of $50 at 

La Dolce Vita Restaurant, Park Rd. Milton. 

To claim your prize, take your copy of the 

magazine to the Hyundai car at the 

scoreboard end of the field at half-time. 
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Christmas/New Year gift ideas! 
We have gifts to suit everyone at the 

Strikers' Shops, eg. 
T-shirts Polo shirts Ties Umbrellas 

Season Souvenir Guide Playing shirts 
Strikers' sports shorts and socks Strikers' balls 

(full size and skill balls) Strikers' Christmas 
Stocking. 

Visit us at Gates 1 and 2, or Level 3 of the 
Centreline Club on match days or... come into 

our office at Suite 6, 414 Upper Roma Street, 
any time between 8.00am and 6.00pm, 
Monday to Friday. 

Or 'phone us with your credit card booking. 

Or order via our web site at: 
www. brisbanestrikers. corn 

New Year Sale! 
At our game on 3 Januray only! 

EXCEL -lent 
For a chance to get a Huyundai Strikers 

Luck Key and be in the draw for the Hyundai 
Excel SPrint, courtesy of Hyundai Metro 
Dealers, at the end of the season, be one of 

the first 500 adults to purchase a ticket at Gate 

1 or Gate 2 at our home game against the 
Gippsland Falcons on Saturday 3 January. 

Strikers - Part of the Community 
We believe sporting clubs are an important 

part of the community and, as the 'showpiece' 
of any sport, national league teams have a role 

in helping to bring the community together. 
Every home game, we've got the: 

Coca-Cola Cup 
Is a four -a -side competition for Under 13s 

involving junior clubs, with four clubs taking 
part each home game. The Coca-Cola Cup is 

in recess until 31 Jan. due to school holidays. 

The points table after Round 3 is: 

Group A Group B 

North Star 3 Brighton 3 

Souths Utd A 3 Bribie Island 3 

Ridge Hill 3 Park Ridge 3 

Wynnum 0 Beenleigh 0 

Capalaba 0 Centenary 0 

Bris City A 0 Bris Lions 0 

Strikers Uhlsport Relay Challenge 
(Prior to the main game). Schools from 

around Brisbane compete in a time trial in a 

4 x 100 metre relay. 

The winning school, at the end of the 
season, will receive $500 worth of Uhlsport 
sporting equipment, and the runner-up $250 
worth of Uhlsport sporting equipment - 

courtesy of Uhlsport. 

The times for girls' teams have been 
adjusted downwards by 6 seconds, in 
accordance with the rules agreed with 
participating schools (denoted by an * below). 

This competition is taking a break until school 
resumes in 1998. 

The results so far: 

Brisbane Grammar 49.3 seconds 

Brisbane SHS 50.6 seconds 

Redlands College 51.1 seconds 

Shailer Park SHS * 51.3 seconds 

St Margaret's * 52.7 seconds 

Cleveland SHS 54.9 seconds 

SHS* 61.9 seconds 

Anglicare appeal 
Tonight we are collecting for Anglicare, 

which provides community care and support 
for those in need. Please give generously to 
their Christmas appeal. 

Tonight's Entertainment 
Tonight we are pleased to have with us, 

the very talented Queensland Youth Choir. 

Keep those entries rolling in! 
We're on the look -out for a song for the 

Brisbane Strikers. 
We need a tune that is easy to sing so 

perhaps an existing tune might be best and 
words that are easy to remember; as well as 

something which captures the spirit of the 
Strikers. 

At your request, we've extended the closing 

date so you can continue with the inspiration. 
Entries now close with Strikers Marketing, 

PO Box 1648, Milton, 4064 on 10 January. 

The winner receives a Sanyo portable 
compact disc, courtesy of Sanyo - not to 
mention musical immortality! 
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Rivers Cafe Bar Penalty Strike 
Each week, four 

contestants will have 
a chance to win prizes 
in our Rivers Cafe Bar 
Penalty Strike. 

The first challenge is 

to spot the coupon in the 
Courier -Mail on match 
days. If you find it, fill out 
the Strikers' coupon 
which should appear for 
3ach home game, place it in the barrel at 
each entrance gate and four contestants 
will be drawn early in the first half to 
compete. (If the Courier -Mail does not 
print the coupon, entry forms will be at 

the gate). 
Contestants, with the aid of Thor, will 

kick at a prize board (pictured) which 
includes dinner for 2 at Rivers CafE Bar, 

dinner for 6 at Rivers Cafe Bar, dinner 
for 2 at Marco's Restaurant as well as 
Strikers merchandise. 

In addition, each contestant in the half- 
time competition will receive a Hyundai 
Strikers Lucky Key with a chance to win 
a Hyundai Excel Sprint, courtesy of the 
Hyundai Metro Dealers, at the last home 
game of the season on 4 April. 

The best mix of music 
from the 60s, 70s, 80s 

and today 

4K 
111 

BRISBANE 693 

SWITCH TO 693 AM 
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ERICSSON CUP NATIONAL YOUTH LEAGUE (Nth Div) 

P W D L F A Pts P W D L F A Pts 

Sydney United 11 6 4 7 17 9 22 Aust lnst Sport 11 8 2 1 55 10 26 

Carlton SC 11 5 5 1 14 8 20 

South Melbourne 11 5 5 1 24 15 20 UTS Olympic 9 6 1 2 27 14 19 

Perth Glory 11 6 1 4 18 18 19 Wollongong City 9 5 2 2 22 17 17 

Wollongong Wolves 10 5 1 4 25 10 16 ACT Acad Sport 10 4 3 3 13 24 15 

Adelaide City 7 5 0 2 14 7 15 
Marconi Fairfield 9 3 2 4 16 14 11 

Adelaide Sharks 

Marconi Fairfield 

10 

11 

4 

4 

2 

2 

4 

5 

17 

11 

17 

17 

14 

14 
Sydney United 10 2 5 3 21 23 11 

Melbourne Knights 10 3 4 3 14 12 13 
Marconi Fairfield Colts 9 3 2 4 13 20 11 

UTS Olympic 11 4 1 6 10 15 13 
Newcastle Breakers 9 3 2 4 13 22 11 

Gippsland Falcons 11 2 5 4 6 11 11 
NSW lnst Sport 10 2 3 5 14 15 8 

STRIKERS 11 d 0 8 r. UTS Olympic Colts 10 2 1 7 12 35 7 

Canberra Cosmos 11 1 7 66 8 25 7 Sydney United Colts 9 1 1 7 4 30 4 

ERICSION CUP 
HOT MOM 

Pablo Cardozo Adel Sharks 10 

Scott Chipperfield W'gong 10 

Damian Mori 

Tom Pondeljak 

Clayton Zane 

Abbas Saad 

Anthony Surjan 

David Mitchell 

Adelaide City 6 

Melb Knights 5 

Newcastle 5 

Sydney Utd 5 

W'gong 5 

Sydney Utd 5 

TJe33risgane 61riiers 

..(Hayers, (31a1fanollAe 

Queensfczno f6occer 3eGleralion 

113oaro ano cSlaf a)./4 one and -cif 

a very 
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E-mail: 
harper@brisbanestrikersA 

A Strikers Yuletide story . . . 

An angel of the Lord appeared over 
a lunch with advertising executives. 
Glory shone all around, they were 
terrified. 

But the angel said to them, "Do not be 
afraid. I bring news of great joy for all the 
leople. Ian, husband of Patsy, Brisbane and 
Queensland are to have a team and you will 

:all them the Strikers. Do not be afraid because 
.what is conceived of it is of the spirit. It will 

give birth to a son, and you are to give him 
the name of Farina, who will have the common 
touch. He will deliver the city from its exile." 

So then the Three Wise Men, Clem, Ian 

and Frank (Speare), despatched Vessey, the 
Great Shepherd, to a far flung corner, 
somewhere near Belgium it is thought. 

Upon arrival, the Great Shepherd 
demanded of the inn -keeper "Where is the One 
who has been born King of the Strikers? We 

saw His star in the east, though not quite as 
east as Cape Byron and certainly more north, 
near Mareeba. 

We have come to worship and give all we 

have to Him. We even have a slinky yellow 

chariot for Him, one with 'Strikers' 
emblazoned on it. This will be His team." 

Bearing gifts of incense, myrrh and gold 

(heaps and heaps of gold), Vessey was shown 
to Farina. 

The gifts of the Wise Men were presented. 
Lo, He seemed well pleased. "But," He said 

to the Great Shepherd, "tell the wise man (it 

is Ian you say?) that the hard sell about the 
beautiful Queensland lifestyle won't pay the 
mortgage." The Great Shepherd replied, 
"Verily I say unto you Farina, the Three by 

whom I have been sent practically run 
Brisbane. Have you not heard it said of them, 
`ask and it shall be given, seek and you shall 

find, knock and it shall be opened unto you!'." 

The deal was done, arrangements were 
made, His apprenticeship indentured. Unto 

Brisbane a son was born and a saviour given. 

All the while preaching and preparing the 
way and unaware of the fate which was to 
befall him was Bruce the Baptist. With many 
words, though spoken with a different 
sounding tongue, Bruce the Baptist exhorted 
the people. The people wondered in their 
hearts if Bruce was the One! `Twas not to be. 

And so Farinamas began. Celebrated on 
the 25th day of the same month every year - 

May. 

The pagan festival in December will, in 
time, acquiesce. Roast turkey will be replaced 
by steak, pasta (with a little oil) and seafood, 
all washed down with a lightly wooded 
Chardonnay. Young mothers will take their 
children to local department stores for the 
annual visit to Father Farinamas. 

There, in his golf buggy prop, he'll be. With 
his pungent aftershave, gelled and glistening 
short-back'n-sides and beaming Donny 
Osmond smile, he will beckon and sooth the 
toddlers. 

They are traumatised by the aging man's 
rotundity and his loud and unmistakable lime - 
green Hugo Boss polo shirt. Frantic 
photographers will position the little'ns atop 
Father Farinamas' knee. His photograph will 

adorn mantle pieces and family albums for 
generations. 

Lamentably reduced to a feel -good public 
relations role, he flogs as many Barbie dolls 
and imitation Uzi's as possible. 

As society evolves the power of the legend 
diminishes. Mythology which once sustained 
now merely an appendage to insurgent 
consumerism! 

etwidemegt4, ei rite 4,eadeut to, at 
And.... as a post -script, we watch the 

Aussies cut a swathe of respectability and 
credibility through the Confederations Cup, all 

the while torturing ourselves with the 
imponderable ... imagine - France '98, if 

only??? 
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ERICSSON CUP 
Round 14 - 3/1/98 

BRISBANE STRIKERS 
1 Clint Bolton - FO 

2 Glenn Gwynne 
3 Matthew Bell 
4 Chris Zoricich - of 
5 Craig Williams 
6 Nick Meredith 
7 Frank Farina - FS 

8 Sean Cranney - FS 

9 Rod Brown - FS 

10 Kasey Wehrman - vs 
11 Troy Cranney 
12 Mark Battistin 
13 Reece Tollenaere 
14 Wayne Knipe 
15 Andrew Brayshaw 
16 Chay Hews 
17 Jeromy Harris 
18 Stephen Laybutt 
19 Brad Ditton 
20 Graham Ross 
21 Andrew Packer 
22 Andy Harper (c) 
23 Gary Blackford 
Coach - Frank Farina 

GIPPSLAND FALCONS 
1 Jim Kourtis 
2 Clayton Bell 
3 Claudio Canosa 
4 Manny Gotis 
5 Tony Sekulic 
6 Nick Palamaras 
7 Doug Marcina 
8 Nick Tsaltas 
9 Mark Foy - of 
10 Archie Thompson 
11 Brian McNicol 
12 Joe Tricarico 
13 John Hutchinson 
14 Peter Di lorio - FO 

15 Levent Osman - o 
16 Paul Byrne 
17 Willy Hastie 
18 Billy Mitroulas 
19 Hugo Gimenez 
20 Bojo Jeudjevic 
21 Zlatko Mihajlovic 
22 (not allocated) 

23 (not allocated) 

Coach - Frank Arok 
Legend: S - Socceroo, FS - Former Socceroo, 0 - Olyroo, FO - Former Olyroo, 

YS - Young Socceroo, FYS - Former Young Socceroo, 01 - Other International 

43) Hyun RI 

HYLIT1011:11 37 

Falcons -,A brief history 
b And ew Howe 

The Gippsland Falcons soccer club is a 

classic example of how sheer hard work and 
determination can lead a community to 
national recognition, no matter what their size. 

Like Parma of Italy, Newcastle of England 
and Auxerre of France, Gippsland -with their 
headquarters in the Victorian country town of 

Morwell - have shown that strength in the 
national sporting arena does not necessarily 
derive from a voluminous population base. 

Born in 1961, the Italian -based club 
competed in the La Trobe soccer league for 

thirteen years. They then entered the relatively 

dizzy heights of the Victorian Provisional 
Le Ague. Morwell reached the pinnacle of 

Victorian state league soccer in 1984 when 
they were crowned Victorian champions. 

Morwell accepted the invitation to replace 
relegated team Apia-Leichardt in 1992-93. 

town was whipped into - but were 
taken aback when it was discovered that their 
first -up opponents was the previous year's 
runners-up UTS Olympic. The prestige of the 
opposition did not phase the Falcons, and they 

got up 2-0 in their first national league match. 

The following week the Falcons were 
brought back to earth with a 3-0 thumping by 

the Strikers - watched by Brisbane's biggest 

crowd of the 1992-93 season: 2792. 

In the 1996 off-season Gippsland made 
some big changes. Their name for more than 

30 years - the Morwell Falcons - was changed 
to the Gippsland Falcons, in an attempt to 
associate themselves more with Victoria's La 
Trobe Valley and the club appointed high 
profile former Socceroo coach Frank Arok. 

In March 1997 the Falcons were 
temporarily dismissed from the A -league. They 
now had just two weeks to show just cause 
why they shouldn't be kicked out of the league. 

Gippsland's inherent problem is its limited 
supporter base. The town of Morwell had just 
25,000 persons as at the 1996 Census. The 
two neighbouring towns of Moe and Traralgon 
have a combined population of 45,000. 

But despite all this, the area rallied strongly 
behind the Falcons and in the one remaining 
game in the 1996/97 season, over 5000 
turned up at Falcons Park to watch their team 
play its last game for the season. 

The Falcons squad is one lacking in high 
profile names. But coach Frank Arok is a smart 
man. While coach of the Socceroos between 
1984 and 1989, his mastermind led relatively 
inexperienced Australian teams to victories 
over prestigious opposition such as Yugoslavia 
at the 1988 Olympics, and Argentina in the 
1988 bicentennial Gold Cup. 

It is interesting to note that the Falcons 
were the only team to win all their games 
against the Strikers in Brisbane's 
championship -winning 1996-97 season. 

Gippsland Falcons' statistical record against Brisbane 
M'well Av. Results Results 

Season Final Pos'n Crowd in Brisbane in Morwell 

1992-93 12th / 14 2900 3-0 Strikers 1-1 

1993-94 7th / 14 3000 4-0 Strikers 0-0 

1994-95 4th / 13 2800 1-1 5-1 Falcons 

1995-96 10th / 12 2600 1-0, 6-1 Both Strikers 1-0 Strikers 

1996-97 12th / 14 3000 3-2 Falcons 1-0 Falcons 
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BRISBAA1STRIKEh 
1 Clint Bolton - FO 

2 Glenn Gwynne 
3 Matthew Bell 
4 Chris Zoricich -oi 
5 Craig Williams 
6 Nick Meredith 
7 Frank Farina - FS 

8 Sean Cranney - FS 

9 Rod Brown - FS 

10 Kasey Wehrman vs 
11 Troy Cranney 
12 Mark Battistin 
13 Reece Tollenaere 
14 Wayne Knipe 
15 Andrew Brayshaw 
16 Chay Hews 
17 Jeromy Harris 
18 Stephen Laybutt 
19 Brad Ditton 
20 Graham Ross 
21 Andrew Packer 
22 Andy Harper (c) 

2 Gary Blackford 
ach - Frank Farina 

1124LAIDEARRIkIS 
1 Frank Mikuletic 
2 Alex Castro 
3 Frank Tibaldi 
4 Alex Kuzmanovic 
5 Branko Milosevic - FS 

6 Con Kokkinoplitis 
7 Corey Artone 
8 Richie Alagich - FO 

9 Nathan Day 
10 Jose Iriate 
11 Pablo Cardozo 
12 Andrew Borghetto 
13 Paul Pezos 
14 Jamie Perin 
15 Bigu-Reginald 
16 John Cutillo 
17 Jim Tsekinis - FYS 

,18 Pedro Oliveira 
19 (not allocated) 

20 Nathan Wildy 
21 Adrian landiorio 
22 Bill Misailidis 
23 George Kollias 
24 Robert Slager 
Coach - Adrian Santrac 

Legend: S - Socceroo, FS - Former Socceroo, 0 - Olyroo, FO - Former Olyroo, 
YS - Young Socceroo, FYS - Former Young Socceroo, 01 - Other International 
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.td/Shar44,:wticAw brief history 
The Adelaide Sharks, up to recently known 
Vest Adelaide, is a club steeped in tradition. 

I istory can be tracked way back to the 
)s, when an amateur team formed by 

,ek migrants existed. The club as we know 
,,day was formed as Olympic SC in the 
'50s. In 1962 Olympic amalgamated with 

t Adelaide to form the West Adelaide 
as SC. It was also in this year that the club 

Ned to Hindmarsh Stadium - a venue which 
4-ai stands as the largest soccer -only stadium 

tstralia. 

After making his debut for the Socceroos 
I976, the 20 year old John Kosmina was 
st Adelaide's most ingenious signing for the 

vAc off of the national league in 1977. West 
;Adelaide were bestowed with the honour of 

playing the first ever game in the league, 
against Canberra City on April 2. Kosmina 
scored the league's fist ever goal. 

It was just three weeks before this game 
that Kosmina scored his first goal for the 
Socceroos. Within twelve years, Kosmina went 

on to amass 133 goals in the national league, 
and 25 goals for the Socceroos. A stunning 
strike rate. 

In just the second year of the national 
league, West Adelaide won their first and only 

championship. In these years, it was the 
traditional first -past -the -post system that 
determined the champion team. And the 

Sharks won the 1978 title in a scenario only 

dreamed about. It was the last day of the 
season, and they needed just one 
competition point to secure the 
championship. 

Their adversaries that game were long- 
time rivals Adelaide City, who temporarily 
broke the hearts of 16000 Hellas fans by 
scoring first, clinging on to this lead until 

the 85th minute. 

Then Hellas scored the fateful title - 
snatching goal, sending the crowd into an 
intense wave of frenzy. Thousands invaded 
the field mobbing and hugging goal scorer 
Vic Bozanic in celebratory madness, despite 
there still being five minutes remaining. The 
remaining time was eventually played out 
with no goals added, and an even greater 
joyous delirium occurred after referee Peter 
Rampley blew the final whistle. Even 
Rampley was hugged and kissed by grown 
men in the chaotic post -match celebrations. 

But twenty years have passed since that 
glorious day, with little extra to display in 

the trophy cabinet. Sharks fans have 
helplessly watched their Adelaide Zebra 
counterparts win three championships in the 
meantime, and are now striving for their 
own club to regain Adelaide supremacy. 
They can only regain supremacy in one way 

- by winning the Ericsson Cup. 

Adelaide Sharks' statistical record against Brisbane 

Season Final Pos'n. 
Adel. Av. 
Crowd 

Results 
in Brisbane 

Results 
in Adelaide 

1991-92 13th / 14 3900 2-2 1-0 Strikers 

1992-93 5th / 14 4400 5-3 Sharks 4-0 Sharks 

1993-94 9th / 14 3700 2-1 Strikers 2-1 Sharks 

1994-95 5th / 13 3800 2-2 2-1 Sharks 

1995-96 5th / 12 4500 3-1 Strikers 1-0, 3-0 both Sharks 

1996-97 8th / 14 4800 3-2 Strikers 0-0 
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Congratulations 1997 Ericsson Cup Champions. Hyundai is really proud to be 
your major sponsors for the 1997/98 season. Keep up the excellent standards. 

(ifs HYUrlDRI 
WHAT DRIVES YOU DRIVES US 

ALLDAI EVERYDAI 
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