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Coach's 
Comment 

This is probably the most difficult column I've had to write 
all season. 

It will certainly be my last as win or lose Soccer Australia take 
over the show for the remaining matches. 

To be honest I'll miss writing these pieces - they are my way 
of communicating many of the crazy thoughts and feelings 
that run around in my head to the fans. 

By and large it's the only way that many people can get to 
know me. It's also difficult this week because of the 
circumstances. 

I'd love to be writing this with a draw or even a win in our last 
game but I'm not. At least we know exactly what we need to 
do this afternoon. It's simple - score goals! 

Are we capable of getting the result? You bet. Last weeks game 
at Bob Jane was one of our better performances at that venue. 

Ritchie Alagich commented on the way home from the airport 
last Monday that it was our most consistent performance 
against Sth. Melbourne this season and he's right. 

We were solid most of the game. A soft penalty decision 
changed our fortunes and rocked our concentration for a while 
- all part of the learning and growth of what has to be the 
youngest defence in the league (excluding the old fella in goal). 

What we must do better today is keep possession in the 
opposition half and maybe that means we need to try to be 
more patient. 

Let's face it, Souths are the form team of the competition at 
the moment and I really believe that whoever comes out on 
top today should end up in the Grand Final. 

We'll see. Whatever the outcome it has been a good season 
for us. Many have described it as remarkable. 

It will be if we get through. If we don't then maybe just good 
should suffice. 

Many people seem to think we've done enough just getting 
to where we are. I think not. 

I know the players are not content with just getting there. Sure, 
we can take pride in what has been achieved to date but now 
a new standard has been reached and higher goals must be 
set. 

Mike Colman's "Hollywood script" story of two weeks ago 
keeps popping into my head of late. 

Will the ending be written today or will it be one of the final 
scenes? I know what I want it to be. 

Enjoy the game 

Kossie 
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32179877 
Cnr Wynnum Road & 

Lawson Street 
Morningside 

Brisbane's Best Pizzas & Pastas 
Or try our famous Fillet Mignon, Chicken Breast or 

Fantastic Fish 

Open 7 days - Full A la Carte Menu - Indoor & 
Al fresco dining 

Corporate Catering/private functions 
Takeaway Available 

Chairmans 
Column 

It is pleasing that the Parmalat Brisbane Strikers have 
rewarded the faith and confidence of both fellow 

National League Clubs and several of the Directors 

of Soccer Australia who supported our re-entry into 

the competition after being dumped on 4th June 
2001. 

Through the turmoil that existed during the period 
that the Strikers were in a vacuum, we were able to 

submit a strong argument that the Strikers could be 
both sustained and competitive if provided with the 
opportunity. 

To finish the competition in fourth place did not 
surprise those who were close to the Club but certainly 

took a number of the southern pundits by surprise. 

Some of the southern members of the media have 
still found it difficult to offer praise where it has been 
well earned or deserved. 

What the critics (both down south and in Brisbane) 

did not realise, is that the Strikers had available to 

them a number a very committed individuals who 

were able to provide a degree of professional services 

at a level far greater than some of those clubs which 

were financially resourced at three or four times the 

budget of the Strikers. 

Every Queenslander should be justifiably proud at 
the achievement of the Club throughout 2001/2002 
and we are extremely indebted to our committed 
sponsors Parmalat, The Clem Jones Group, Keema 
Hyundai, ABC Printing, Buffalo Sport plus a raft of 

other companies. 

Appreciation is extended for the tremendous 
assistance given by the Strikers Board members, 
Brisbane Strikers Supporters Association, our football 

management team lead by coach John Kosmina and 
Jack Baren, training and medical staff, the 
administration team, match day organisers and a 

small army of committed volunteers who worked 
quietly behind the scene to raise funds, promote the 
club and undertake a variety of other chores to ensure 

the club functioned effectively. 

Without the support of Deputy Chairman Clem Jones 
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and co -Directors Dell Townsend and Ray Evans, the 

2001/2002 season would not have been sustained. 

Most importantly, our players have exceeded all 

expectations and it is a credit to each of them how 

they have turned themselves into a very strong 
competitive side in a relatively short space of time 

and demonstrated to all Australians that Queensland 
can rely upon its locally produced players assisted 

by a small number of experienced players. 

I have been privileged to be part of it all. 

On behalf of the Board, I thank every member of the 

public who has supported the Brisbane Strikers over 

the past season. 

Ross Melville and Board Of Directors 

award 
winning 
graphic 
design 

advertising 
design 

web site 
design 
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-X- BRISBANE STRIKERS 
parmalat SUPPORTERS SHIRT 

Buy Direct from 
the Brisbane 

Strikers 

Save money 

today ! ! ! 

BUFF4L0 

Has just arrived... 
Suggested Retail 

$ 70.00 

OUR PRICE 

$ 49.95 
+ Postage & Handling 

Sizes Available Kids (10 - 14) and Adults (Small - XLarge) 

Order Form 
Size 
Child 10 El 12 0 14 E Total Qty @ 49.95 = $ 

Adult Small E Medium E Large E Postage & Handling $ 

X Large 0 Total $ 

4.95 

Payment Details (tick box) 

Cheque E Money Order $ attached 

or please debit my credit card 

Bankcard 

Credit Card Number: 

Expiry: 

Card Holder Name: 

Signature: 

Mastercard 

/ 

E Visa 

/ / / 

AMEX 0 Diners Card 

Mailing/Delivery Address: 

Phone: (07) 3356 3600 Fax: 3356 3477 P.O. Box 336 Albion Qld 4010 

Email: strikers@brisbanestrikers.com Web: www.brisbanestrikers.com 

...from the 
Captains k 

( 

Two -nil down at half-time. That is our situation 
and I'm sure I don't need to go into detail about 
the result that is required for us to progress further 
in the competition. 

As for last Sunday's match, I believe that we gave 
a more than decent account of ourselves without 
really producing the free flowing football we are 
capable of, and which may have seen us earn a 
more favourable result. 

Having said that I don't think we totally deserved 
what we got in terms of a result. There were 
certain things, which went against us, but I'm 
sure we have all grown accustomed to that. I 

won't comment too much on that apart from re- 
iterating what I have pointed out in previous 
programs. 

We cannot control the uncontrollable; what's 
done is done, are the cliched forms of it, but 
what it basically means is that 90 minutes have 
been played and we cannot change what took 
place then. 

But there are 90 minutes more here at Ballymore 
today and we are most definitely in control of 
what is going to lead to what we hope will be 
the right outcome in terms of the only thing that 
matters, the result. 

Before I go, some food for thought which we 
may be able to apply a little closer to home. 
Why are match officials not enlisted to take 
charge of their own country's international 
fixtures? 

THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

Stuart McLaren 

C 
ABC PRINTING 
ESTABLISHED 1968 

"Your Solution to Duality Impressions" 

Quality General and Commercial Printing 
1, 2, 4 & 6 Colour Presses 

Complete In -House Desktop Publishing & Film Bureau Service 

For prompt and reliable service please contact 
Harley Champ on 0413 152 262 

Phone: (07) 3369 9133 
E-MAIL: abc@abcprinting.com.au 

FAX: (07) 3369 8095 
2 DORSEY STREET, MILTON 4064 PO BOX 1007, MILTON 4064 
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1969 Wynnum Rd., WYNNUM WEST 4178 Ph 3396 2575 

shangrila@powerup.com.au, www.powerup.com.au/-shangrila Fax: 3319 6165 

A proud member of The Clem Jones Group of Companies 

South Melbourne Preview 
The mountain is there to climb for the 

Parmalat Brisbane Strikers at Ballymore 
today and coach John Kosmina is confident 
of achieving the goal. 

Labelled the weakest link of the Top Six 
finalists by South Melbourne coach Eddie 
Krencevic before going down 2 -nil at Bob 
Jane Stadium last Sunday, the Strikers need 
no greater motivation. 
"There's no doubt we can win by three goals 
and if we can score one early they'll be on 
the back foot," Kosmina said. 

"I thought we were in control defensively in 
the first half against them last Sunday 
although we were a little off the mark in 
attack. 

"We probably panicked for about five 
minutes after they scored but that's 
understandable given the players experience 
at this level." 

Striker Paul Foster made his long awaited 
comeback from injury in the final 20 minutes 
in the first elimination battle but Kosmina 
planned to monitor his fitness during the 
week before deciding if the club's leading 
scorer will start today. 

South Melbourne undoubtedly has the 
psychological edge, courtesy of a dubious 
penalty and breakaway goal and will go into 
the match brimming with confidence. 

Souths are running hot after losing just once 
in its past 13 games and have every team in 

the finals looking nervously over their 
shoulders. 
But the Strikers know what it's like to be the 
underdog. 
This is the club that was kicked out of the 
national league last year before being 
reinstated at the last minute forcing Kosmina 
to start from scratch to rebuild a side, labelled 
by "southern experts" as wooden spoon 
favourites. 

To gauge their success this year whether they 
advance past the elimination round or not, 
the Parmalat Brisbane Strikers from 
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management down to the players need only 
remember one thing as they do Queensland 
proud today. 

And that is - there are seven other national 
league teams looking on including past 
champions Wollongong Wolves and the so- 
called glamour clubs of Marconi, Parramatta 
Power and Northern Spirit. 

Experience, mixed with a good blend of youth 
and above all team spirit, has got the Strikers 
to where they are today and with superb 
backing of the club's administration led by 
the tireless efforts of former Lord Mayor Clem 
Jones and chairman Ross Melville. 

Winning, and in this case by three goals, is 

what we'd like to see against Souths but in 

the hearts of every Strikers' fan, they are 
already winners. 

Everyone likes winners but in a city 
dominated by rival codes, the Strikers have 
battled media exclusion and have barely rated 
a mention in the local press all season bar the 
lead -up to the finals. 

It's no coincidence once the newspaper 
editors acknowledged the existence of another 
football code, the Strikers' last home crowd 
was up considerably against South Melbourne 
despite the Brisbane Broncos rugby league 
and Queensland Lions Australian rules team 
playing in direct opposition. 

From a soccer followers viewpoint one 
wonders just how far this code in Queensland 
could advance if treated equally with space 
in the daily newspaper. 

parmalat 
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GULLIVERS 
SPORTS TRAVEL 

Proudly Presents 

Soccer World Cup 2002 Tours 

Japan & Korea 

May 29 - June 30, 2002 

3 Fantastic Tours 

Tour 1 - Japan - Departs 30th May - Returns 9th June - 9 possible World Cup Games 

Tour 2 - Japan - Departs 7th June - Returns 17th June - 11 possible World Cup Games 

Tour 3 - Korea - Departs 4th June - Returns 10 June- 11 possible World Cup games 

Further Information 

Toll Free: 1800 990 001 

Brisbane: 07 3839 9300 
www. gullivers sporttravel. corn. au/soccer 
E Mail: travel@gulliverstravel.com.au 

Proudly Supporting the Brisbane Strikers 

Bad Break 
Tottenham Hotspur striker Les Ferdinand will 

miss the rest of the season after breaking his wrist 

in a freak accident at home. 

The 35 -year -old leading goalscorer fell awkwardly 
at home. "My wrist seemed to take most of the 
weight," he said. "It is definitely fractured and I 

will be seeing a specialist to find out the full extent 
of the damage. 

"I don't yet know how long it will take to heal but 
I don't think I'll play again this season. 

"It is a blow because I was hoping to finish on a 
high." 

The news will not be welcomed by manager 
Glenn Hoddle - whose side, currently seventh in 

the premier league - has been hampered by 
injuries this season. 

Hoddle told the club's website Spurs would fight 
to hold onto seventh spot while dealing with other 
injuries. 

Meanwhile veteran Mexico defender Claudio 
Suarez, the world's most capped international, 
has broken his leg in training but could still recover 
in time for the World Cup. 

The 33 -year -old suffered a fracture of the fibula 

in his right leg during a practice session with the 

*Valid until 

Enjoy 
quality inner city 

accommodation 
at an 

affordable price... 

FREE 
BEVERAGE 

Limit one per room 

on presentation 
of this M 

/6/0i. Conditions apply. Subject to availability. 
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national team in the United States after tackling 
another player. 

"We have seen the X-ray, it's a clean break and 
there is the possibility of operating and putting in 

a plate for it to heal more quickly," a Mexican 
official said. "We could put the leg in plaster but 
it's slower. 

"But with an operation and a plate, it will get 

better quicker and we're sure that, with his 
winning mentality, Claudio will be at the World 
Cup." 

Suarez has been a fixture in the central defence 
of Mexico's team for thebest part of a decade. 

His curriculum includes the 1994 and 1998 World 

Cups, four Copa America tournaments, one 
Olympic Games and four CONCACAF Gold 
Cups. 

Suarez won a world -breaking 158th cap in last 

year's 2-1 defeat by South Korea in the 
Confederations Cup, with his tally now standing 
at 170. 

Mexico has been drawn in Group C at the World 
Cup along with Croatia, Ecuador and Italy. 

HOTEL 

Your home away from home in Brisbane! 

*SPECIAL STAND - BY RATES 

(GST included 
per room per night) 

New inner city accommodation ideally 
located only 200m from Roma St., Transit 

Centre, Queen St Mall and just a short stroll 
to all Brisbanes' major city attractions and 
sporting events. 

We look forward to welcoming you soon... 

FROM 

$79.00 

317-325 George St Brisbane Ph 07 3308 0700 Reservation Freecall 1800 064 858 

Fax 07 3308 0733 WEBSITE http: //www.ymca.org.au EMAIL hg-wq1)ymca.org.au 
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Curtain Raiser Kick off 12. 

BRISBANE NORTH u15 2002 BRISBANE SOUTH u15 2002 

1 Christopher Hogg 1 Chris Acaster 
2 Michael Butters 2 Andrew Backwell 
3 Ricardo Cau 3 Christopher Grossmann 
4 Benjamin Christianson 4 Greg King 
5 Joshua Condon 5 Dean Mckillop 
6 Sean O'Gorman 6 Matthew Mundy 
7 Alistair Pase 7 Caleb Patterson 
8 Rocky Plaine 8 Adam Read 
9 Stephen Richter 9 Ryan Stenhouse 
10 Jason Roberts 10 Cole Stojakovic 
11 Thomas Simmonds 11 Joel Storman 
12 Josh Smith 12 William Tumusiime 
13 Matthew Suleau 13 Steven Turner 
14 David Thomas 14 Dario Vidosic 
15 Peter Truss 15 Jonathan Viney 
16 Matthew Paul 16 Christopher Whitehead 

Coach - Peter Tokesi 
Assistant - Allan Waller 
Manager - Warren Richardson 

Coach - Rado Vidosic 
Assistant - Paul Davis 
Manager - Bob Smith 

Good luck lads and thanks 
TO the Strikers: Hi all 

Thanks for a great season. This is my first season 
following the Strikers and we (me and my 6 yo 
son) have managed to get to all home games. We 
have enjoyed watching you play and appreciate 
the way you 

always try to entertain with positive play. Thanks 
also for taking time to sign autographs after each 
game. We try to get one each week on my son's 
flag. It's his prize possession. 

You have more than fulfilled your obligations to 
the fans this year and the finals are icing on the 
cake which you should claim for yourselves. 

Win the finals for yourselves....you know how much 
you want it. 

You must thank Eddie for the motivation saying 
we are the weakest side 

in the finals. Didn't we just beat them a couple of 
weeks ago? 

Just a short anecdote about the season if you'll 
indulge me. I think it's funny what kids take away 
from what they see. 

The most profound moment of the season for my 
son (and therefore for me) was the game (I can't 
remember who it was against) when Fernando 
was elbowed and went down requiring stitches in 

his mouth. My son saw this (and saw the footage 
on Channel 7 complete with blood) and we talked 
about Fernando's injury and the nature of 
"toughness". 

I pointed out that almost immediately Fernando 
came back onto the field he was contesting 
headders with the opposition. Since then my son 
has referred to that night many times and 
measures himself against that incident. He now 
has a different (much improved) attitude towards 
being hurt (something we had been working 
towards without much success). So Fernando, 
thanks. And if the rest of the players could 
manage to get themselves some sort of gaping 
head wound in the next couple of matches our 
family would really appreciate it... (just kidding :))! 

We won't be in Melbourne to watch the game but 
we'll be right behind you from up here. 

Colin Lamb 

Beckhams Foot 
England was sent into a second bout of 

mourning just two days after burying the Queen 
Mother when David Beckham broke a bone in 

his foot during the Champions League quarter- 
final against Deportivo Coruna. 

Beckham's injury is not as serious as first thought 
but it still threatens to torpedo England's World 
Cup chances. 

Beckham is still expected to be out of action for 
a minimum six weeks. 

Beckham's agonised face and the "horror 
tackle" that caused it were plastered across 
newspapers last week. 

The best-selling Sun called it "the moment the 
dream died". 
"Our worst nightmare," declared the Mirror 
tabloid after the midfielder hobbled off the pitch 
in United's Champions League victory. 

Even Prime Minister Tony Blair was being kept 
abreast of the situation. 

"Nothing is more important to England's 
preparations for the World Cup than the state 
of David Beckham's foot," an official spokesman 
said. 
British bookmakers William Hill lengthened the 
odds on England winning the World Cup after 
an injury to "Captain Beckham". 

Hills have pushed England out to 10-1 from 9- 
1 to triumph at the World Cup finals, which start 
on May 31. 

"It is rare to change odds for the sake of one 
player - we didn't do it when Robert Pires 
missed out for the French - but Beckham is 

vital to England's chances," said Hill's 
spokesman Graham Sharpe. 

Duscher, the defender who lunged in at 
Beckham said that the incident had been 
"unfortunate" and that reaction to the injury 
would inevitably be overblown. 

"Because it's David Beckham and because he 
is a great player everything is bigger," he said. 

"The media and the public give too much 
importance to the things that happen around 
him. 

"It was unfortunate and I can honestly say it 

was an accident - I went for the ball," he said. 

Duscher was fortunate to escape a straight red 
card - though he was later dismissed for a second 
bookable offence - but Ferguson refused to 
condemn him. 

"Games of football are about tackles and I think 
the player maybe had to go for it," he said. 

Man Utd manager Sir Alec Ferguson said he 
doubted Beckham would make the World Cup. 

Beckham will also miss the closing stages of 
United's European Cup campaign. They face 
Bayer Leverkusen in the semi-finals later this 
month. 

The final is on May 15 in Glasgow. 

The fact that Beckham's injury has caused such 
an outpouring of concern is astonishing 
considering events at the last World Cup. 

It also was ironic that it was inflicted by an 
Argentine. 

Beckham was vilified after his sending -off in the 
1998 World Cup for a petulant kick against an 
Argentine opponent as England went out of the 
tournament. 
For the past four years he has dreamed of 
making amends and was granted a perfect 
opportunity when England and Argentina were 
placed in the same group at the 2002 World 
Cup. 

The Argentines have held a jinx over English 
football since Diego Maradona's infamous 1986 
"Hand of God" goal kissed goodbye to their 
chances in the Mexico tournament. 
Beckham was said to be "devastated" by the 
foot injury, which was threatening to torpedo 
his, and England's World Cup plans. 

The 26 -year -old Beckham was in tears when 
he was taken from Old Trafford on a stretcher. 

Beckham's father, Ted, said son had been "very, 
very upset" when he telephoned him soon after 
the match. 

"David called me from hospital just to let me 
know how he was and to be honest he was 
devastated," Beckham snr said. 

"He was very, very upset and he said he was in 
a lot of pain and that he was in plaster. 

"He said he was more upset because of what 
games were coming up." 
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Buy your Boots and 
Shin Guards in 

January and Don't 
Pay Till March*...! 

(*Conditions Apply. 
Must have current valid credit card.) 

Buy your Boots and 
Shin Guards in January 

or February and 
Receive 15% off*...! 

(*Excludes Sales Items) 

Buy a Pair of Valsport Soccer Boots 
in January or February and 

Receive a FREE pair of Valsport Sandals*...! 
(*Cannot be used with any other special offers.) 

Buy a Pair of Kelme Soccer Boots 
in January or February 

and Receive a FREE Kelme T -Shirt*...! 
(*Cannot be used with any other special offers.) 

785 Stanley Street Woolloongabba 
Phone: 1300 133 795 Fax: 3388 0466 
Website: www.anfieldsports.com 
Email: anfieldsports@optusnet.com.au 

Open Monday to Friday 11.00am to 6.00pm 
Saturday 9.30am to 1.00pm 

Buy your Boots and 
Shin Guards in 

February and Don't 
Pay Till April*...! 

(*Conditions Apply. 
Must have current valid credit card.) 

Spend $100 on Lotto Soccer Boots 
in January or February 

and Receive a FREE Lotto Boot Bag*...! 
(*Cannot be used with any other special offers.) 

Spend $100 on any Assorted Goalkeeping 
Equipment in January or February and 

Receive a FREE Goalkeeper Glove Keyring*...! 
(*Cannot be used with any other special offers.) 

enfield 
Sports 

"Your One Stop Soccer Shop at the Gabba" 
Eftpos, Bankcard, Visa, Mastercard, Amex, Diners and Lay -By and the "Official Brisbane Strikers Merchandiser" 

Goal with Strikers Shopper 
THE shopping service for Strikers Social Club members! 

The Strikers Shopper gives members the chance to save money 
on a wide range of products such as : electrical & white 
goods mu furniture luggage mowers cameras pool shop 

accommodation cameras eyewear liquor car rental 

PROUD TO BE SUPPORTING 

THE BRISBANE STRIKERS IN 

THE 2001/2002 SEASON 

Go the 
Strikers!! 

Glory's Coach Explains 
Perth Glory coach Mich d'Avray has 

explained for the first time his reasons for playing 
the first leg of the major semi-final against 
Newcastle United at home. 

His decision flies in the face of perceived wisdom 
- and the record books. 

In the 10 years of the current system, only one 
team has won the minor premiership and elected 
to play the first leg of the major semi-final at 
home - South Melbourne in 1992-93 and 2000- 
2001. It lost each time. 

In '92-93, South hosted Marconi Stallions in the 
first leg and lost 1-0 before going down 7-0 in 

the second. Last year, it did it again, losing 2-1 
at home and away to Wollongong. 

The figures for sides which elected to play the 
first leg away is better but still in deficit three 
aggregate wins and five aggregate defeats. 

Over the past 10 seasons, only two minor 
premiers, Melbourne Knights (1994-95) and 
South Melbourne (1997-98) - have gone on to 
win the grand final. 

But the statistics do not bother d'Avray, whose 
side lost just one of 24 matches and won the 
minor crown by a record margin. 

"There are a number of reasons," he said. 

"One is that traditionally we have not done well 

here when playing the second leg. 

"Go back to our first -ever final when we played 
Adelaide at the WACA Ground. 

"We got two goals right at the death - but we 
were down and out and fortunate to get those 
late goals. 

"Against Wollongong (2000), we did it again and 
scored only through a Rob Trajkovski penalty 
after Ivan Ergic was brought down before Ergic 

scored the winner. 

"Then last year we did exceptionally well away 
from home to the Melbourne Knights then drew 
at home (and went out). 

"So I think we are suited more to a home tie 
first." 

With the Knights' disappointment in mind, the 
coach pointed out that, with away goals counting 
double in the event of a tie, knowing what you 
have to do away could be an advantage. 

Standard thinking is that a team which plays 
the first leg away can try to contain the 
opposition and, with a home crowd behind it in 
the second leg, come flying through. 

D'Avray was working on the theory that, if Glory 
won its home leg against Newcastle United, even 
1-0, then Newcastle has to open up at home 
and that will suit the Glory's style, which is suited 
to fast matches with both sides attacking. 

If d'Avray is willing to try to re -write the history 
books, he is reluctant to become a clairvoyant. 

"So many people are talking about the grand 
final," he said. "They forget we have two very 
tough matches to play against a very good side 
in Newcastle. 

"We have 180 minutes of football to play." 

That is 180 minutes against the only side Glory 
has yet to beat this season. 

Both clashes were drawn - and if the 1-1 (away) 
and 2-2 (home) results were repeated, Newcastle 
would host the grand final, leaving Glory to play 
in the sudden death preliminary final. 

Enjoy 

EXA 
ABC PRINTING 

ABC Printing would like to 
congratulate the 
Brisbane Strikers 

on making the Finals Series. 
Well done and 

thanks for making us proud! 
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ONE HOUR COLOUR PHOTOS 

BIRON PAINTING 
SERVIC 

Proud to be associated 
with the 

Brisbane Strikers 
Anthony Biron 
0418182594 

Win! Win! Win! 
Dinner For Two at.. 

Yu, _v de, e rita 
If you purchased your magazine 
with Adam Webber's signature 

below, then you have won dinner 
to the value of $50 at La Dolce Vita 

Restaurant, Park Rd. Milton. 
To claim your prize, take your copy 

of the magazine to the Main 
Entrance after the game. 
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Alex Tobin will play on 
Former Socceroo captain Alex Tobin has declared 

he will play on next season as he moves towards the 
remarkable 500 national league game milestone. 

Tobin, 36, has ended his two -season contract with 
Parramatta Power and is due to have talks with new 
coach Nick Theodorakopoulos. 

"I'll certainly play again next season," the former 
Adelaide City hero said. "My form has been good, 
physically I feel great and the enthusiasm level is very 
high. There's every reason to play one, possibly two 
more seasons." 

Tobin has played 484 NSL games - 436 with Adelaide 
City - since his debut in 1984. He also played a record 
87 internationals for the Socceroos. 

"When I left Adelaide City I thought I could play at 
least another two years but I think I have surprised 
myself how well I have felt," he said. 

Tobin has been Parramatta's best defender and coach 
David Mitchell was set to extend his contract before 
he learned his own deal would not be renewed. 

"None of the players have yet spoken to Nick. That 
should happen over the next week or so. But I'm sure 
I will be at Parramatta next season," Tobin said. 

If a new contract is not offered to him Tobin would 
not be short of interested clubs. But it seems a return 
to Adelaide City is out of the question. 

"I don't think it's possible for me to return under the 
current circumstances," Tobin said. 

Meanwhile Perth has opened discussions with 
Brazilian midfielder Edgar about a contract extension 
to keep him at the club after this season's finals 
campaign. 
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But the dependable Edgar, 28, will pursue a career 
change in Spain or Portugal if he is unable to reach 
an agreement with the Glory when his current deal 
ends. 

Edgar joined the club in 1999 and has played in 

almost every game in his three seasons in the NSL. 

Glory chief executive Jeff Dennis has confirmed the 
club was seeking to retain Edgar but stressed the 
club's main focus was the major semi-final first leg 

against Newcastle United at Subiaco Oval. 

"We are in discussions (with Edgar) and we are 
hopeful that will be resolved quickly," Dennis said. 

But he said there was little chance of the club 
opening formal discussions with midfielders Brad 
Maloney and Michael Garcia, club captain Gareth 
Naven, striker Alistair Edwards and defender Dion 
Valle before the end of the season when their 
contracts expire. 

Veteran goalkeeper Tony Franken conceded he is 

unlikely to be retained next season. 

"The primary focus of the coaching staff is on the 
finals and they have been putting those things on 
hold until after the finals," Dennis said. 

Edgar said he would like to stay with the Glory 
beyond the season's end and his manager, 
Melbourne -based Luis Ferreira, was working 
towards a new deal. 

If the Glory decides to release Edgar he could look 
to Spain or Portugal. 

Maloney, who is poised for a Socceroos recall, may 
return home to Sydney if the Glory does not offer a 
new contract. 

Conditions of Entry 
1. Entry inside the perimeter fence of the 

playing area is prohibited at all times 
and offenders will be prosecuted. 

2. All spectators are requested to vacate 
the ground within 15 minutes of the 

end of the final game. 

3. Police may be requested to remove 
any unauthorised persons who 
remain after the stipulated time. 

4. The setting alight of, or igniting or 
discharging of any type of object, 
including fireworks, signal or smoke 
flares, is strictly prohibited, Offenders 
will be arrested and charged. 

7. Smoking in the Grandstand is 

prohibited 

6. Have a nice evening. 
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FOR ALL YOUR SOCCER NEEDS 

Huge range of QSF licensed Er 

non -licensed Soccer Strips Er Soccer Balls. 
Ex Brisbane stock Er special make -ups. 

Latest styles in goalkeeper apparel. 

Extensive range of accessories. 

Call now for FREE catalogue. 

armatat 

PHOTOGRAPH BY 
MARK CRANITCH 

THE COURIER -MAIL 

Proud 
Sponsors 

of the 

soc 
OU E SLA!4?, 

SPORTSAGENCIES 

Phone: (07) 3265 2900 
Email: sales@buffalosports.com.au 

www.buffalosports.com.au 

From the BSSA... 
Have you ever been curious, while watching 

European or South American football matches on 
television, how a large section of the crowd can 
manage to pull those huge flags over their heads 
all the way up to the top of the stadium? 

It's visually stunning isn't it! But how does this all 
happen? 
Have you also been curious how the stadium 
atmosphere is alive with everyone singing ditties 
and chanting in unison? It sounds inspiring doesn't 
it! But again, how does this all happen? 
These match day 'visuals and sounds' 
extravaganzas do not simply just happen, rather 
they are largely organised and orchestrated by 
supporter groups. 
They are a dedicated group of people with a 
common interest of rallying fans to further the 
enjoyment of the match day experience for all. 

Here in Brisbane, the BSSA is our supporter group 
committed to supporting the Brisbane Strikers and 
to help promote by replicating those special visual 
and sound atmospherics you've seen and heard 
on television at those overseas matches. 
Yes, that's us on the upper deck of the Bank Of 
Queensland stand near the Hill with our blue & 
gold fanfare cacophony of ditties, shouts, clapping 
etc. 

r 

L 

JOIN THE BSSA AND STAND 
UP FOR THE STRIKERS 
Fill in the following information and send it (with 
your $10) to The Treasurer (BSSA) PO Box 209, 

Petrie 4502. Or send an email to 
wilsong@uq.net.au requesting an application 
form. 

Title 

First Name 

Family Name 

Address 

Suburb 

Postcode 

Telephone 

Fax 

Mobile 

Email 
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However there is much more behind the façade 
of the BSSA than being the best -behaved 
supporters group in the land. 
For instance, there is the Free Kick newsletter on 
match day chock-full of newsworthy articles. 

There is the popular and much anticipated 
annual Away Trip; social outings during and after 
the NSL season; email news group list and of 
course, there are the fun monthly meetings and 
the regulatory AGM, after all the BSSA is a not - 
for -profit organization. 

If you would like to get involved either directly 
or indirectly with the BSSA, please contact us. We 
welcome your inquiry to find our more. 

So imagine the atmospherics with several 
hundred of us together in the stand, showing our 
colours, pulling a huge Brisbane Strikers flag over 
our heads right up to the top of the stand! Imagine 
the atmospherics with all of us singing and clapping 
in support of the Brisbane Strikers. 

What a wondrous supporters extravaganza that 
would be! 

Paul Ruhle BSSA 

Patrons Please Note: 
The lift in the Ballymore Grandstand will 
only be available to corporate patrons 
during any Finals series matches. Other 
patrons who require the lift please contact 
the office for a pass 
Ph: 3356 3600 

PHD rentals 

furniture electrical bedding 

smart RENT 

appliances galore! 

fridges washers 

freezers dryers 

TVNCR/DVD furniture 

computer desks bedding 

microwaves stereos 

rent from only $30 per month 

FREE DELIVERY! 

1800 682 435 
www.phdrentals.com.au 

we sell new & 

ex -rental furniture, 
bedding & appliances 

UTE & 
CAR HIRE 



QXM 1584. Qantas Airways Limited ABN 16 009 661 901 

No one knows Australia better than Qantas. That's why 
more people choose to fly to and around Australia with us. 

www.qantas.com.au QANTAS 

David Mitchell speaks out 
Outgoing Parramatta Power coach David 
Mitchell believes the club, still yet to make the 
play-offs in three attempts, have failed to 
recognise the cultural differences between soccer 
and rugby league. 

Mitchell's three -season tenure as Parramatta 
coach ended with Power's 3-0 win over 
Melbourne in the final round. 

It left Parramatta in seventh position, one win 
out of the top six, the third successive season 
without play-off action for the young club. 

Parramatta's only coach believed they made 
mistakes from day one, including being unaware 
of the cultural differences between soccer and 
rugby league. 

The Power is backed by the Parramatta Eels. 

"I think the club sort of erred in there's a lot of 
similarities in rugby league and soccer, but 
there's a lot of points that are totally different," 
Mitchell said. 

"It's not the same sport. 

"A lot of times we heard, "In rugby league we 
do this". Soccer's a totally different culture. 

"That's something I think the club have learned 
by and at least now they're starting to realise 
it's a totally different culture and things are done 
differently in soccer." 

Parramatta were widely criticised virtually 
from their inception when they poached Mitchell 

and a host of players from Sydney United to 
form the new team. 

It came barely a year after United had claimed 
the minor premiership and a grand final berth, 
in which they lost to Brisbane. 

Mitchell said the club had probably been too 
eager in their infancy, although he believed they 
were now heading in the right direction. 

"I think the biggest mistake that the club made, 
and everything in hindsight is easy, was that we 
probably rushed ourselves into the league 
prematurely," he said. 

"We had 12 weeks to get a team up and running 
and fixed up, and that really was a hell of a big 
problem. 

"The first year we were sort of treading water, 
the second and third years we went for 
developing some good young players. 

"We went for the best in Australia in certain 
positions and I think we got them. I think there's 
some really talented young players we have who 
I think will go on and maybe go overseas." 

Mitchell will now take up a position with Dutch 
giant Feyenoord as their Australasian 
representative, seeking new senior and junior 
talent. 

Critical of some of the Power's decision -making, 
he still felt he was leaving the club in a fairly solid 
position. 

"No doubt I think the club's in a good position 
to go forward, with the young players they have 
there," he said. 

"As you saw in the way they played against 
Melbourne they can build on that. So it's all set 
now to take off." 

cRosBys 13ROMERS 
6 Function Rooms seating 10 to 200 

Outdoor covered Entertainment Area for 150 people 

Licensed - Fully catered 

Ph: 3216 1505 Fax: 3216 4907 103 Crosby Road, Albion 
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Surveyors, Planners & Property Consultants 

ARE YOU PLANNING TO: 

BUILD? 

BUY OR SELL? 

SUBDI VIDE? 

CONSULT THE EXPERTS FIRST AND SECURE YOUR INVESTMENT 

CLEM JONES 
GROUP 

CITY 
Suite 4 Portman Place 

220 Boundary St 
Spring Hill Q 4000 

3839 0142 

NORTHSIDE 

12 Camarsh Drive 
Murrumba Downs 

Q 4503 
3886 3620 

SOUTHSIDE 
758 Old Cleveland Road 

Camp Hill 
Q 4152 

3398 2969 

Adam Daniel Webber 
Date Of Birth: 19/07/82 
Birthplace: Brisbane 
Age: 19 

Ethnic Origin: British, England 
Position: Defender 
Nickname: Webby 
Marital Status: Single 
Occupation: Professional footballer 
Did any of your family play sport 
at high level: No 
Left/Right footed: Right 
Eye Colour: Hazel 
Hair Colour: Dark Brown 
Height: 181cm 
Weight: 79kg 
Do you wear glasses/contact lenses: No 
What brand of boots: Adidas 
National Rep honours: No 
Seasons with the Strikers: Two 
Overseas experience: Trailled with Chelsea and Bristol City 
What age first played: 5yrs 
Junior Clubs: Annerley, Acacia Ridge, Mt Gravatt 
Major injuries: Nil 

,T., Career Highlight: Playing in NSL 

Biggest achievement to date: NSL contract 
.Ambition: To play for Australia 
Favourite food: Spaghetti 
Most watched sports program: English Premier League AFL 
Favourite overseas player: Joe Cole 

:Favourite overseas team: Spurs 
Most admired overseas -based Austn: Harry Kewell 
Most admired home based Austn: Scott Chipperfield 
Most admired defender: Stephen Carr 
Most admired midfielder: Joe Cole 
Most admired striker: Nuno Gomes 

`,Most admired goalkeeper: Fabian Barthez 
Major influences: Parents 
Most admired sports person: Mike Tyson 
Worst Habit: Spitting 
Favourite Actor: Jim Carrey 
Favourite TV Show: The Simpsons 
Favourite Comedian: Eddie Murphy 

PROUDLY SUPPORTING THE BRISBANE STRIKERS 
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Wolves Special Meeting 
A special meeting of Wollongong Wolves 

shareholders will take place next month to discuss 
the financial future of the club. 

Wollongong chief executive Michael Crowe said 
that a meeting would be called where the 35 club 
shareholders would be informed of its financial 
predicament. 
"A shareholders meeting will be held in about four 
weeks and we will be looking for the guarantee of 
funding for our operating costs for next year," he 
said. 

Crowe stressed that there was no doubt that the 
club would be playing in next year's competition. 

"We are certainly proceeding on the basis that we 
will be in the competition next year," he said. 

Corporation law requires that the Wolves provide 
at least 21 days notice before a meeting can take 
place with shareholders. 
The Wolves operated on a budget of almost 
$2.5million this season but the club will be slashing 
that by at least $500,000 for next season. 

Players' wages alone are believed to have topped 
$lmillion this season. 

Crowe said decisions on which players were re- 
signed would not be made until after the meeting. 

"We are going to make sure the dollars are there 
before we start spending them," Crowe said. 

"Winning two premierships comes at a cost, this 
club is coming off that spiral and is now facing the 
reality of looking at a couple of leaner years. 

"If we had enjoyed a better trading year this year 
none of this would be taking place." 

Crowe said another year like the one the Wolves 
went through this season would put a real strain 
on the club. 

"We are concerned that a similar year to the one 
we had this year would mean we would have to 
get some extra support," he said. 

The possibility of increasing the number of shares 
in the club and the exploration of ways to raise 
additional funds will also be canvassed. 

At present, the 35 shareholders in the Wolves own 
just under two million shares. 

One of the players who will now have to wait before 
the club is in a position to re-sign him is Paul Reid. 

Reid resumed training with the Wolves recently after 
arriving back in Australia after spending nearly three 
months in England trying to pick up a contract. 

Meanwhile Dino Mennillo wants to stay with the 
Wolves, even if that means re-signing as a part- 
time player. 

Less than a month after declaring that he was set 
to leave Wollongong, the left -sided midfielder said 

he was now extremely hopeful of being based at WIN 
Stadium again next year. 

The premiership winner is set to turn his back on at 
least two offers of lucrative full-time contracts to 
remain in Wollongong. 

"I want to stay with Wollongong, the club knows that, 
I am just in the process of looking for a job down 
here," Mennillo said. 

Mennillo, an occupational therapist, said finding 
employment would make his decision to remain in 
Wollongong an easy one. 

"If I was to get a position in the area I want, it would 
make my decision a 

lot easier," he said. 

"I really don't want to leave the Wolves, and if that 
means going part-time 

I am willing to do that. 

"But if I can't get a job in Wollongong in the next 
one -and -a -half to two 

months, then I will have to rethink things." 

Mennillo said his concern over the future of the NSL 
had resulted in him considering retirement from the 
game. 

KATHRON 
DRY CLEANERS 

Since 1949 

50 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
ALL GENERAL DRY CLEANING 

The Official Dry Cleaners of the 
Brisbane Strikers. 

Go see John & Kathy at 

476 Kingsford Smith Drive 
Hamilton Q 4007 

(Entry off Allen Street) 

or 
Make use of the 

FREE PICK-UP & 
DELIVERY SERVICE 

PH: 3268 1313 



AUSTRALIA'S MOST CALLED TAXI NUMBER 

131 008 

"Program it in your 
phone, mate!" 
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AUSTRALIA WIDE 

TAXI 
.......................... 

BLACK&WHITE, 
CABS ..* .. ........ .................. 

Proudly supporting the Brisbane Strikers 

TAKE ANOTHER LOOK 

BRISBANE'S BIGGEST HYUNDAI DEALER 

-BRISBANE'S BEST HYUNDAI DEALS! 

Call Today! 
Taring, 
118 Moggill Road Ph 3377 6622 

Springwood 
3521 Pacific Highway Ph 3209 3511 

Elantra Sedans & Liftbacks 
$19,990 Driveaway -No more to pay 

Air Conditioning. Class leading 1.8 litre twin -cam engine I 

Central Locking CD Front Power Windows 

SRS Drivers Air Bag plus heaps more 

cer Supporter's Special Offers! 
Just present this ad when you 

purchase from Keema Hyundai to receive 

Mt Gravatt 
1532 Logan Road Ph 3343 5888 

41 Shore Street Ph 3821 6444 

3 YEARS / 
50,000KM FREE 

MAINTENANCE & 
SERVICE 

$200 WORTH 

OF FREE 

ACCESSORIES OF 

YOUR CHOICE 
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BRISBANE STRIKERS 
1 Jason Kearton 
2 Richie Alagich 
3 Shane Stefanutto 
4 Jon McKain 
5 Stuart McLaren (c) 
6 Peter Grierson 
7 Fernando Rech 
8 Adam Webber 
9 Paul Foster 

10 Kris Trajanovski 
11 John Carbone 
12 David Pilic 
13 Wayne Heath 
14 Daniel Dreger 
15 Matthew McKay 
16 Ronnie McQuilter 
17 Michael Baird 
18 Lawrence Drake 
19 Josh Rose 
20 Corey Baldock 
30 Nathan Coe 
Coach - John Kosmina 

SOUTH MELBOURNE 
1 Michael Petkovic 
2 Steve losifidis 
3 Fausto De Amicis 
4 Mehmet Durakovic 
5 Robert Liparoti 
6 David Clarkson 
7 Steve Panopoulos 
8 Vaughan Coveny 
9 Paul Trimboli 

10 Peter Buljan 
11 Joe Bacak 
12 Radomir Sekulovski 
15 Nick Tolios 
16 Massimo Murdocca 
18 Clayton Bell 
19 Patrick Kisnorbo 
21 Vince Lia 
23 Eugene Galekovic 
25 Con Boutsianis 
26 Nikola Sabljak 

Coach - Eddie Krencevic 

parma gt 

EYE COM STRIKERS Tub 
NATIONAL LEAGUE 

P w D L F A Pts 
2001-2002 

Perth Glory 24 16 7 1 52 23 55 Week 1 

Newcastle United 24 10 12 2 33 21 42 Sun 14 Ap 

Olympic Sharks 24 12 4 8 37 24 40 

STRIKERS 24 10 7 7 40 33 37 
Sun 14 Air 

South Melbourne 24 10 6 8 30 22 36 

Melbourne Knights 24 11 3 10 41 40 36 

Parramatta Power 24 10 4 10 34 30 34 Week 21 

Northern Spirit 24 9 7 8 36 39 34 

Marconi Stallions 24 8 6 10 32 36 30 
Sat 20,Apr 

Wollongong Wolves 24 6 11 28 43 25 

Sydney United 24 6 6 12 27 37 24 Sun 21 Apr 

Adelaide City Force 24 4 8 12 27 39 20 

Kingz FC 24 3 5 16 28 58 14 

NOTIONOL LEfIGUE HOTSHOTS 
Damian Mori Perth Glory 17 

Ante Milicic Olympic Sharks 15 

Pablo Cardozo Northern Spirit 14 

Paul Foster Brisbane Strikers 13 

Bobby Despotovski Ferth Glory 12 

Surf 21 Apr 
-?.. 

I 

lek 
3 

26 Apr 

I 

i 
Week 4 

Week 5 

SL Finals Series 

1st Leg Elimination (Match B1) 

Melbourne Knights v Olympic Sharks 

6.00pm Knights Stadium 

1st Leg Elimination (Match C1) 

Sth Melbourne v Brisbane Strikers 

3.00pm Bob Jane Stadium 

1st Leg Major Semi Final (Match Al) 

Perth Glory v Newcastle United 

7.00pm Subiaco Oval 

2nd Leg Elimination Final (Match B2) 

Olympic Sharks v Melbourne Knights 

6.30pm Toyota Park 

2nd Leg Elimination Final (Match C2) 

Brisbane Strikers v Sth Melbourne 

3.00pm Ballymore 

2nd Leg Major Semi Final (Match A2) 

Newcastle United v Perth Glory 

7.30pm Energy/Australia Stadium 

Minor Semi Final (Match D) 

Winner B1-2 v Winner C1-2 

Preliminary Final (Match E) 

Loser A1-2 v Winner D 

Grand Final (Match F) 

Winner A1-2 v Winner E 



cilat 

Strikers score 
als. 

As one of Europes biggest Soccer supporters, Parmalat is very 

proud to be sponsoring our local Brisbane Strikers. We wish the 

team every success in this current season. Go Strikers! 

PARMALAT IS A DAIRY COMPANY, WITH BRANDS INCLUDING PAULS, TRIM, BREAKA, ICEBREAK AND RUSH 
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