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Quite often in life it's the little things that count. 
Attention to detail at a venue is not only 
pleasing to the eye, it demonstrates that the 
people in charge care about their customers. 

And so it is with soccer clubs. 

I get around to as many different clubs as I can during a 

season and even though I'm not looking for faults there are 

things that just jump out at you regarding facilities for the 

supporter. 

I wended my merry way to a 2"d Division club recently and 

although I enjoyed the day my good lady was a little frustrated 

at the absence of hand towels in the toilets and the somewhat 

petulant attitude of a canteen assistant. A big deal? No, not 

really but that little bit of extra effort can often make all the 

difference and it's hardly going to break the bank to make sure 

that there is soap and paper towels in the toilets is it? It all 

goes towards keeping the old punters happy and comfortable. 

Little things aren't always noticed when they are there, but 

when they're absent it's glaringly obvious. 
These days people have a certain level of expectation 

when they go to a sporting event and it doesn't matter if that 

event happens to be a local soccer match. Those that go to a 

game for the first time and come away with a bad impression 

will tell themselves it's what they secretly expected. All we are 

doing is reinforcing the poor image that soccer has among the 

non -purist public. 
As a sport why can't we help ourselves a little? Most lateral 

thinking patrons will forgive the lack of state-of-the-art stadia 

providing their visit is made as comfortable as it possibly can 

be. 
Some clubs don't seem to realise that they have to 

compete for the punters' dollar. You would think that given the 

current state of the game all clubs would be making an extra - 

special effort to secure new customers and keep them coming 

back. We can't just keep playing the 'we are only volunteers' 

card every time something falls short of what should be 

provided. 
Now before I get lynched, let me stress that I am in no 

way being critical of the hundreds of volunteers who prop up 

our sport every day of the week. We would clearly be left high 

and dry without them. I'm simply saying that certain standards 

of presentation and service are expected everywhere you go in 

2004 and soccer clubs are no exception. 

Come on guys, let's do ourselves a few favours for once. 

Cover Pic: Rob Laslo sweeps home a Cameron Hunt header to open 

the scoring for Mt Gravatt against Taringa in their Premier Cup clash. 
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Even at this relatively early stage of 
the season all bets are off in regards 
to where the Premiership is heading 
in 2004. 

Queensland Lions have it in the bag despite 
being run close in a couple of fixtures recently. A 
top squad, good work -rate and exceptional 
fitness help make the Richlands side stand out 
from the rest and this could be a record breaking 
season for them. 

That's not to say that the teams below Lions are 
bereft of quality, far from it. The fact remains 
though that Lions have clearly transcended the 
local league and barring an upset of gargantuan 
proportions should canter home with the 
silverware with plenty of time to spare. The 
major interest from this point on would appear to 
be in the race for Finals places and the battle to 

avoid the plunge into Division 1. Both Pine 
Rivers and Rochedale are on good runs and 
their current form is more befitting the quality of 
these sides than their early season results. 
Rochedale in particular have been finding the 
net with regularity and this was highlighted by 
their 7-1 thumping of Taringa in Round 10. 

Mitchelton are still tucked in nicely despite a 2-1 

home loss to rivals Pine Rivers and Brisbane 
City continue to hover just outside the top 4 after 
seemingly coming through their recent horror 
run of results. 
Palm Beach and Easts have suffered a form dip 

of late but both have enough quality to get back 
on track so it promises to be a tight race for the 
Finals places. 

At the bottom, Taringa look to be struggling to 

get out of their predicament and Toowoomba will 
be looking to turn their games in hand into points 
to get away from the lower end of the table. 
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North Star and Brisbane Wolves are starting to 

turn good performances into points but Souths 
Utd have been in freefall for a few weeks and 
Peter Bannon's side will have to turn the corner 
soon to avoid becoming entrenched in the 
relegation battle. 

ExtraTime spoke to all the Premier League 
coaches to find out what they thought of their 
team's form in the last 4 weeks. 

A MONTH OF MOUTH 

Brisbane Wolves: Kevin Meacock 

We produced a very good performance against 
Souths and looked like we'd got it together but 
then followed that with a flat performance 
against City. Against Easts we battled very well 
and defended much better than we had 
previously and took our opportunity when it 

came at the end. Michael Van Moolenbroek 
scored a goal in that game that I would have to 
say is one of the hardest shots I've ever seen. 
Running at pace he just cracked it past Robbie 
Harrison from well outside the box. It was just 
what we wanted and we need to kick on from 
here. We've got 6 home games left and we hope 
to be at least challenging for a top 4 spot. 

Eastern Suburbs: Col Bennett 

We seem to have played all the in -form 
goalkeepers lately! We're doing everything 
except finish our chances and it's putting a lot of 
pressure on our defenders. I can't fault the effort 
or the commitment of the players but we need a 

win to get the confidence back up. We have to 
keep the work -rate going to get the results 
because if we do anything less it won't be 
enough. There are 11 even teams in the League 
and you have to take your chances when they 
come because all games are tough and it's a 

thin line between winning and losing. 

Mitchelton: Greg Brown 

The game against Pine Rivers was our first 
game for 3 weeks after the cup weekend and the 
washed out game versus Toowoomba and I 

think it showed. We were flat in the first half and 
didn't really test them, but I was happy with what 
we did in the second period. We play next week 
and then there's a break again and it's hard for 
us to get any rhythm. It's easy to lose your focus 
and concentration when your not playing and 
hard to pick it up again. We've played everyone 
(including Lions in the cup) and we don't fear 
anyone going to the second half of the season 
and we can look forward with confidence, things 
are going well at the club. 

(continued page 7) 
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# Men's 
.0. Soccer 

Tables (as of 23rd May) 

Premier League P W F A Pts 

QUEENSLAND LIONS 11 11 0 0 45 4 33 

ROCHEDALE ROV 11 7 2 2 27 16 23 

PINE RIVERS UTD 11 7 2 2 22 23 23 

MITCHELTON 10 5 3 2 19 13 17 

PALM BEACH 11 4 3 4 23 16 16 

BRISBANE CITY 11 5 5 1 17 20 16 

BRISBANE WOLVES 10 4 5 1 19 24 13 

EASTERN SUBURBS 11 3 6 2 15 21 11 

SOUTHS UNITED 11 2 7 2 13 25 8 

NORTH STAR 11 2 7 2 10 22 8 

TOOWOOMBA 9 2 5 2 8 23 8 

TARINGA ROVERS 11 1 8 2 18 29 5 

Premier Reserves P W L D F A Pts 

QUEENSLAND LIONS 11 9 1 1 28 7 28 

PALM BEACH 11 8 0 3 25 10 27 

ROCHEDALE ROVERS 11 8 2 1 41 17 25 

BRISBANE CITY 11 5 4 2 24 19 17 

EASTERN SUBURBS 11 5 5 1 31 27 16 

MITCHELTON 10 4 3 3 18 17 15 

SOUTHS UNITED 11 4 6 1 21 22 13 

BRISBANE WOLVES 10 4 5 1 20 23 13 

NORTH STAR 11 2 5 4 20 28 10 

TOOWOOMBA 9 2 6 1 15 25 7 

PINE RIVERS 11 1 7 3 20 45 6 

TARINGA ROVERS 11 1 9 1 6 29 4 

Premier Youth W L D F A Pts 

QUEENSLAND LIONS 11 11 0 0 49 11 33 

PALM BEACH 11 9 2 0 34 14 27 

ROCHEDALE ROVERS 11 7 3 1 29 16 22 

MITCHELTON 10 6 4 0 33 16 18 

NORTH STAR 11 6 5 0 34 21 18 

BRISBANE CITY 11 5 5 1 25 15 16 

TARINGA ROVERS 11 4 4 3 15 30 15 

SOUTHS UTD 11 4 5 2 25 23 14 

TOOWOOMBA 9 4 4 1 17 17 13 

BRISBANE WOLVES 10 2 6 2 13 28 8 

EASTERN SUBURBS 11 1 10 0 9 53 3 

PINE RIVERS 11 0 11 0 9 48 0 
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Division 1 P L D F A Pts 

BRISBANE OLYMPIC 11 9 1 1 18 3 28 

PENINSULA POWER 11 8 1 2 26 9 26 

UNI OF QLD 11 6 1 4 29 14 22 

MT GRAVATT 11 6 4 1 21 14 19 

SOUTHSIDE EAGLES 11 5 4 2 17 15 17 

IPSWICH KNIGHTS 11 5 5 1 15 13 16 

BEENLEIGH 11 4 4 3 18 17 15 

REDLANDS UNITED 11 4 5 2 21 19 14 

THE GAP 11 1 5 5 15 23 8 

ROCKLEA UTD 11 2 7 2 8 27 8 

ALBANY CREEK 11 2 8 1 17 25 7 

CAPALABA 11 1 8 2 7 33 5 

Div 1 Reserves P L D F A Pts 

PENINSULA POWER 11 9 0 2 27 6 29 

UNI OF QLD 11 9 1 1 52 10 28 

REDLANDS UNITED 11 7 2 2 25 12 23 

MT GRAVATT 11 7 4 0 29 10 21 

ALBANY CREEK 11 6 4 1 20 19 19 

SOUTHSIDE EAGLES 11 5 4 2 20 20 17 

BRISBANE OLYMPIC 11 5 5 1 25 19 16 

THE GAP 11 5 5 1 21 22 16 

IPSWICH KNIGHTS 11 3 8 0 19 29 9 

ROCKLEA UTD 11 2 8 1 8 30 7 

BEENLEIGH 11 1 8 2 15 45 5 

CAPALABA 11 0 10 1 4 43 1 

Div 1 Youth P L D F A Pts 

PENINSULA POWER 11 9 0 2 50 12 29 

UNI OF QLD 11 9 2 0 40 12 27 

ALBANY CREEK 11 7 1 3 45 13 24 

MT GRAVATT 11 7 3 1 31 15 22 

REDLANDS UTD 11 6 2 3 26 14 21 

BEENLEIGH 11 4 3 4 35 22 16 

IPSWICH KNIGHTS 11 4 7 0 19 26 12 

CAPALABA 10 3 5 2 23 22 11 

THE GAP 11 3 7 1 23 26 10 

BRISBANE OLYMPIC 11 2 7 2 19 32 8 

ROCKLEA UTD 10 1 9 0 9 52 3 

SOUTHSIDE EAGLES 11 1 10 0 6 80 3 

Division 2 P W L D F A Pts 

IPSWICH CITY 11 9 1 1 25 5 28 

GOODNA 11 8 0 3 28 5 27 

NEWMARKET 11 6 1 4 31 14 22 

BETHANIA RAMS 11 6 2 3 32 16 21 

BRISBANE FORCE 11 6 3 2 18 9 20 

GRANGE THISTLE 11 4 3 4 20 16 16 

NORTH PINE 11 3 5 3 27 33 12 

SLACKS CREEK 11 3 6 2 14 21 11 

ANNERLEY 11 2 5 4 21 24 10 

MOGGILL UTD 11 2 7 2 9 36 8 

SAMFORD 11 2 8 1 9 19 7 

OXLEY UNITED 11 0 10 1 8 43 1 



Div 2 Reserves 
BRISBANE FORCE 
IPSWICH CITY 
NEWMARKET 
GRANGE THISTLE 
GOODNA 
BETHANIA RAMS 
NORTH PINE 
ANNERLEY 
SLACKS CREEK 
OXLEY UNITED 
SAMFORD 
MOGGILL UTD 

Metro Div 1 

DARRA LIONS 
ACACIA RIDGE 
TARINGA ROVERS 
WILSTON ATHLETIC 
BRISBANE WOLVES 
SOUTHS UNITED 
UNI OF QLD 

CLAIRVAUX 
PINEAPPLE ROVERS 
MITCHELTON 
PARK RIDGE 
BAYSIDE UNITED 

Metro Div 2 

BRISBANE TORO 
PINE RIVERS 

LOGAN CITY KINGS 

MOOROONDU 
PINE HILLS 

NEWMARKET 
RIDGE HILLS 

REDCLIFFE PCYC 
THE GAP 

BRIGHTON 

Metro Div 3 

CLAIRVAUX 
EASTERN SUBURBS 

PINEAPPLE ROVERS 

UNI OF QLD 

DARRA LIONS 
NEWMARKET 
BAYSIDE UNITED 
ACACIA RIDGE 
GRANGE THISTLE 
PINE HILLS 
NORTH PINE 

SOUTHS UNITED 

P 

11 

11 

11 

11 

11 

11 

11 

11 

11 

11 

11 

11 

W L D F A Pts Metro Div 4 

8 0 3 29 5 27 OLD BRIDGE SPORTS 

7 2 2 26 15 23 REGENTS PARK 

6 2 3 28 10 21 NEWMARKET 

7 4 0 20 13 21 TARINGA ROVERS 

6 3 2 31 20 20 BRISBANE FORCE 

5 3 3 31 15 18 BRISBANE CITY 

5 5 1 30 25 16 ACACIA RIDGE 

4 4 3 19 25 15 SLACKS CREEK 

3 7 1 18 26 10 MT GRAVATT 

3 7 1 9 19 10 BEENLEIGH 

1 8 2 4 36 5 THE GAP 

0 10 1 8 44 1 SOUTHSIDE EAGLES 

P W L D F A Pts Metro Div 5 

11 10 0 1 42 11 31 NORTH STAR 

10 7 3 0 32 22 21 SLACKS CREEK 

11 6 2 3 19 16 21 ANNERLEY 

11 4 3 4 28 28 16 BRISBANE OLYMPIC 

9 4 2 3 23 15 15 NEWMARKET 

11 4 4 3 22 20 15 BRIGHTON 

11 3 4 4 21 22 13 RIDGE HILLS 

11 3 6 2 25 23 11 ALBANY CREEK 

11 2 4 5 20 24 11 EASTERN SUBURBS 

11 3 7 1 19 36 10 IPSWICH CITY 

11 2 6 3 13 27 9 CLAIRVAUX 

10 1 8 1 10 30 4 REDLANDS UNITED 
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8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 
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11 

11 

11 

10 

11 

11 
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11 

11 
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3 

3 
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2 
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5 

5 
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2 
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4 

6 

5 

5 
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1 
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0 

0 

2 
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0 

2 

0 
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F 

32 

42 

36 

13 

19 

19 

14 

7 

16 

12 

A 
13 

14 

18 

19 

21 

26 
20 

25 
24 

30 

Pts 
22 

21 

18 

11 

10 

10 

8 

6 

5 
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Metro Div 6 

ALBANY CREEK 
CAMIRA 
PARK RIDGE 

GOODNA 
MOOROONDU 
MT GRAVATT 

REGENTS PARK 

BRISBANE WOLVES 

P L D F A Pts 

11 9 1 1 50 7 28 

11 9 2 0 61 18 27 

11 8 2 1 40 19 25 

11 8 2 1 21 17 25 

11 7 3 1 53 23 22 

11 7 3 1 30 25 22 

11 4 6 1 26 35 13 

11 3 7 1 12 36 10 

11 2 8 1 16 40 7 

11 1 7 3 33 54 6 

11 2 9 0 11 45 6 

11 0 10 1 6 40 1 

P L D F A Pts 

11 11 0 0 56 6 33 

11 10 1 0 37 9 30 

11 7 4 0 36 21 21 

10 7 3 0 33 24 21 

11 6 3 2 33 19 20 

11 5 6 0 36 39 15 

10 4 6 0 12 29 12 

11 3 6 2 18 31 11 

11 2 6 3 20 40 9 

11 2 8 1 11 28 7 

11 1 8 2 23 44 5 

11 1 8 2 13 38 5 

P W 
10 8 

10 6 

10 6 

10 5 

10 3 

10 2 

10 2 

10 0 

L 

1 

1 

3 

4 

5 

4 

6 

8 

D 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

4 

2 

2 

F 

32 

24 

20 

26 

30 

18 

20 
16 

A 

7 

11 

16 

22 

33 

23 

35 

39 

Pts 
25 

21 

19 

16 

11 

10 

8 

2 

F A Pts Open Youth Div P W L D F A Pts 

47 12 33 QUEENSLAND LIONS 9 9 0 0 59 6 27 

34 16 27 BETHANIA RAMS 9 6 2 1 26 20 19 

18 14 20 BRISBANE FORCE 9 4 2 3 22 7 15 

21 12 18 ROCHEDALE ROVERS 9 5 4 0 29 20 15 

28 19 17 SOUTHS UNITED 9 3 4 2 29 21 11 

25 21 17 TOOOWOOMBA 9 3 5 1 18 21 10 

17 21 15 SLACKS CREEK 9 1 7 1 5 67 4 

22 32 15 NORTH PINE 9 1 8 0 16 42 3 

13 24 8 

12 27 6 

11 33 6 
FOR ALL WEEKEND RESULTS & REPORTS 

16 33 4 www.sportingpulse.com.au 

Palm Beach: Karl Herdle 

It hasn't been a very good month for us. We lost 

against City, beat Easts, then drew with Taringa 
which was disappointing. After that North Star 
beat us 2-1. Perhaps a little complacency has 
crept in to our play. We have to get back to our 
strengths of a good passing game and hard 

work off the ball. If we get back to basics we can 
return to the kind of form we were showing 
earlier in the season. Everyone has a bad game 
now and then which I can accept. Lack of effort I 

cannot accept. The number of injuries we've had 

hasn't helped but that is no excuse. We have the 
talent in the club to carry us through those 
situations. We are better than our recent form 
and I'm not overly concerned. 

Rochedale Rovers: Kieran Cooper 

We're doing ok at the moment. The Taringa 
result was one of those games that as a coach 
you know you're going to get from your team 
eventually. Everything just clicked and we were 
terrific. We've got confidence at the moment and 

the more you win the more the confidence 
grows. Every week is tough and all the other 
teams are picking up surprising results so you 
can't take anything for granted. 

Toowoomba: Gordon McBain 

It's been a real 
rollercoaster in the last 
few weeks. One minute 
we're playing very well 
and the next minute we're 
conceding goals like a 2"d 

Division outfit. s hard to 

predict what we are going 
to produce in each game. 
We often play well for 70 

minutes of a game then 
have 10 minutes when we 
just go to sleep and give 
away soft goals. Even 

against Lions we played well for the majority of 

the game but we gave away 2 horrendously 
simple goals in the first half which puts you up 

against it. We have to get a little tighter on the 

opposition and stop them from doing what they 

want with the ball. I've never contemplated 
relegation and I'm not concerned about the long 

term. Eventually everybody will play the way we 

want them to and cut out the individual errors. 

Pine Rivers: Clayton Koch 

We're on a bit of a run and playing well. We've 

become hard to beat and that was our aim. It 

was a good tight game against Mitchelton 
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recently and they were very competitive so we 
were pleased to get the win there. I strive for 
consistency in my teams and if we can maintain 
that then we can go well. We haven't had many 
injuries or suspensions so far which has been 
good for us. It'll be interesting to see how we go 
when those factors start to play a part. We've 
still got Koji waiting in the wings and we already 
have an attacking team. The midfielders we 
have would make good strikers so we really 
have a good attacking edge to the side. 

Souths United: Peter Bannon 

We've had a few injuries and suspensions which 
haven't helped us. We've done enough recently 
to get something from our games but things 
haven't gone our way. We've battled away quite 
well and that's encouraging but against Brisbane 
City we conceded 3 goals from set -pieces which 
is a coach's nightmare. There's nobody in the 
league other than Lions that we don't think we 
can beat on our day and I'm sure the other 
coaches feel the same way. It's certainly going to 

be a dogfight but we're probably at the more 
interesting end of the league! 

Taringa Rovers: Alan Waller 

We've really been up and 
down. We had a good 
performance against Lions 
even though we lost and 
took a point from Palm 
Beach which was a good 
point but we were leading 
2-1 with 10 minutes to go. 
The Rochedale result (1-7) 
came out of left -field and 
they really caught us out. It 

happened and we have to 
move on. We're a very 
young side and still, building. Obviously our main 
focus now is on consolidation and staying in the 
league. It's a self -belief issue and our most 
important games are coming up when we play 
the teams around us. it's a crucial period for us 

and if we can come through it we can look to 

strengthen the squad for next year. 

Queensland Lions: Miron Bleiberg 

It was a good month and we are very happy. We 

are working hard for the results because having 
good players is only one ingredient. Real Madrid 
proved that because they have all the best 

players in the world and couldn't win La Liga let 

alone the Champions League. Our position on 

the ladder looks very good but it's down to the 
hard work that we put into it. Fortunately the rest 
of the teams in the league are very even and 



continue to beat each other which also helps us. 
We keep going for the whole 90 minutes, it's not 
as if we have Ronaldo or Zindane in our team! 

Brisbane City: Frank Pimblett 

We've been creating chances but our finishing 
has been atrocious. I thought we were back on 
track after the Palm Beach game but then we 
lost against Rochedale. After the win at Wolves 
and at home to Souths hopefully we are back on 
track. We've lost Danny Wilson for 6-8 weeks 
with a hamstring injury and that's a big blow but 
I'm fairly optimistic because we've been playing 
some good football. I'm hoping we've turned the 
corner now after our bad run and from now on 
it's all about hard work and converting our 
chances. 

North Star: Ken Swan 

The win against Palm Beach 
was a good result and a long 
time coming! We played really 
well and deserved the victory. 
We were completely out- 
classed by Lions recently but 
we came back well when we 
played Mitchelton and got 3 

goals to grab a draw. We're 
not far off being a good side 
and it's good to see these 
young players having a bit of 

belief in themselves. We've worked hard on that 
and reinforced to the players that they are good 
enough to win. The team has played with good 
character and hopefully we can move up the 
table now. 

In Division 'I Olympic still hold the lead but the 
chasing pack are gaining a little ground. Olympic 

suffered their first loss of the season to the 
improving Mt Gravatt and that enabled 
Peninsular Power to close the gap and emerge 
as genuine title challengers. University of Old 
still look like the team who have enough depth to 
keep the top 2 from pulling away but they'll be 
looking to get Peninsular within reach after the 
Redcliffe side opened up a 4 point gap in Round 
10. 

Southside Eagles, Ipswich, Beenleigh and 
Redlands have all suffered from inconsistency 
and don't look likely contenders for the top, 
although all of those sides could put together a 

decent push for Finals places. A good month for 
Mt Gravatt though with the Hawks putting their 
early season jitters 
behind them with some 
solid wins. Coach 
Graham Ross (right) was 
naturally upbeat about 
the current form of the 
team. "We finally feel like 
we're starting to get on a 
roll. We've found a 
combination that works 
well and luckily I've been 
able to put the same 
team on the park for the 
last 5 or 6 weeks. We're still taking it week by 
week but closing the gap on the leaders has 
helped and we might get into a position where 
we think we can have a good crack at them. The 
Olympic game was a big one for us and we hit 
form at the right time." 

At the bottom it's been a miserable season so 
far for Capalaba and Rocklea. With The Gap 
and Albany Creek also struggling for points it's 
almost turning into a mini league at the foot of 
the table. One or two wins on the bounce for any 

ExtraTime 101 FM 

SoccerShow 
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For All the Latest Local and National Soccer News 
Tune into The ExtraTime SoccerShow with Brenton Wilson & Garry Johnson 
every Saturday morning at 9.00am on 101 FM. 
The show is kindly sponsored by Chandlers Woodridge and Browns Plains. 101111C 
Competition prizes generously donated by Buffalo Sports QId. 
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of those sides would ease the relegation threat, 
but it's sure to be a tense second half of the 
season for all those clubs. 

Steve Faulkner's Div 2 Round -Up 

Perhaps a little bit same old, same old, but a few 

subtle changes and a picture which appears to 
be taking shape in this division. The big news of 
the past three rounds has to be the progress of 
what has been described as "The Goodna 
Juggernaut" which has relentlessly climbed to 
the top of the league courtesy of Ipswich City's 
home loss to the Force in round 8. Goodna's 
defensive record is truly remarkable, and whilst I 

hear all sorts of disparaging comments about the 
shapes, ages, levels of fitness, skill etc of the 
teams back four, the facts speak for themselves. 
The coach has also been criticised on various 
web sites for his choice of tactics, but again the 
points are on the board. 
If the Force did Goodna a favour in round 8, 

their injury time capitulation at Freeman Road 
took Goodna to the top of the table in the next 
round. In what was a fairly ordinary spectacle 
witnessed by a large crowd, both goalkeepers 
stood out when they were called upon, and what 
looked like a 0-0 draw finished with a winner. 
The aforementioned loss cost Ipswich City their 

KEL111E 

Reyes Masters 
Available 1st July 

place at the top of the league in an otherwise 
unblemished three weeks, but with the addition 
of Jason Lucas to their squad one wonders if 
they will soon be back at the top? They were 
certainly pleased with their recent win against 
Bethania, and it has to be noted that another 
massive crowd was at hand to witness the round 
8 game versus Brisbane Force. 

Having had 37 corners and 28 shots, 
Newmarket somehow managed to allow 
Annerley to get away with a 2-2 draw in round 8, 

a game which they may have lost in the closing 
minutes. The early season league leaders 
followed up with a convincing 6-1 win at North 
Pine, but a not so convincing 3-0 win against 
bottom of the league Oxley. The up coming 
game against "The Goodna Juggernaut." may 
give some indication of how Newmarket's 
season is to pan out. 
Brisbane Force lie just one point behind 
Newmarket and proved with their win at Ipswich 
that they are capable of beating anyone. No 
doubt all connected with the Force would have 
been disappointed with the loss of three points 
to Goodna right at the death, but we all know 
that football can be very cruel. 
Fifth placed Bethania have had a month in which 

continued page 27 
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Kieran Cooper on the proposed new APL 

nd so the old national league 
has gone, and the new one is on 
the horizon. Will it work? Will it 
be supported? Only time will tell. 

Later on this year, the eight teams 
to compete in the new Australian 

Premier League will be announced. One team 
from each state and one more from the best of 
the rest of the applicants. So where will this 
leave us? 

Well, the argument will now arise, who should it 

be from Brisbane? Will it be the Strikers? Will it 

be Queensland Lions? Personally I have no real 

preference. If pushed I would lean towards Lions 
but only from a selfish point of view in that I 

believe they are far too strong in the local league 
and their inclusion in the new national league 
would give the rest of us a chance. 

Don't get me wrong, the Strikers performances 
last season were outstanding, the crowds have 
been building and Perry Park is slowly but surely 
taking shape again. They probably have as 
much right to be in as anybody. 

Wouldn't it be better to 
have two teams from each 

state therefore creating 
rivalry within the region 

and giving us at least two 
local derbies per y 

This is where I believe the 'One Team Per State' 
policy might not work. Realistically how many 
away supporters will be at games? Where will 
the atmosphere come from? Would it not be 
better to have two teams from each state 
therefore creating rivalry within the region and 
thus giving at least two local derbies per year? 
Can you imagine a Lions/Strikers derby? I 

understand the logic behind the one team per 
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state policy 
and I sincerely 
hope for all our 
sakes it works. 
I am a great 
believer that 
atmosphere 
creates 
atmosphere. 
Maybe I am just from a part of the world where 
am used to atmosphere. Whatever the case, or 
whoever gets in, my only wish is that the club or 
team that is representing Queensland should be 
just that. 

From what I am led to believe, part of the 
application that the club entering the new NSL 
should have is a strong junior base. Why is this? 
Surely the club entering the NSL needs no junior 
base of their own. What they do need is a base 
of players from the whole state. How do they get 
this? They get this by having a good relationship 
with all the clubs. They get this by assisting all 
local clubs both logistically and financially. They 
get this by opening up talks with clubs, assisting 
with promotions both ways and generally not 
having an 'us versus them' attitude. This would 
not only save the potential entrant a lot of money 
and headaches by having to run their own 
juniors, it would also show the local clubs that 
they care and therefore enhancing the chances 
of the local club pushing talented young players 
their way. 

As it is at the moment, both entrants have a lot 
to learn. In the case of Queensland Lions, well 
people either love them or hate them. In 
business they have done very well and I take my 
hat off to them, but in football they have ruffled a 
few feathers. This has happened because they 
probably believe that in order for them to have a 

chance of entry they must have a complete 
stranglehold on soccer in Queensland. This may 
well be true at senior level, but at junior level it 
should not matter. By trying to have all the best 
junior players as well, they are putting clubs 
offside with them. I understand that they are 
trying to implement their own coaching principles 
on the players whom they feel may be able to 
step up to the level required but if the trend 

continues to go the same way for much longer 
they will have no opposition to monitor their 
progress. 

If I was in charge of one of these organisations 
the first thing I would try to fix is the relationship 
I have with the other clubs. Let's face it; if we 
are all serious about junior development then 
surely we will push our players to play at the 

highest level possible, which in this case would 
be Lions or Strikers. But if your club has been 
bitten by either over the years one might have 
second thoughts. It's a sad reflection on how 
things are but true nonetheless. 

With the Strikers, well they have no real junior 
base as such, but to be honest they have not 
done much to endear themselves to some local 
clubs either. They really need to have a good 
look at their PR. They seem to sit alone out 
there and expect everybody to come running to 

them. I believe it should work both ways. There 
should have been plenty of dialogue between 

"If I was in charge of 
one of these 

organisations the first 
thing I would try to fix is 

the relationship I have 

with the other clubs" 

PO Box 118 

PEAKHURST 
NSW 2210 

Ph: 0412 414 998 
Fax: (02) 9153 6625 

the Strikers and the clubs. The coaching staff 
should know exactly what is happening in the 
local game (Stu McLaren has been an 
improvement). The coach should be in constant 
touch with local coaches regarding players. 
They should make sure that every junior player 
in Queensland has a free season pass for home 
games. They should make sure every club 
director or administrator has a season pass. I 

would go as far as to say that they should allow 
every registered senior player into their home 
games free. I know this may be asking too much 
but this is what happens where I come from. 
Like I said, atmosphere creates atmosphere and 
if you can get that happening then people are 
more likely to tell their mates and return for the 
next game. 

I am sure there are not too many clubs around 
the world at present relying on gate takings. I am 
sure both sets of administrators know what they 
are doing, and I am sure there are many 
reasons why some of my ideas would be 
regarded as useless. However, maybe, just 
maybe if people are honest with themselves 
they may relate to some of the topics raised. 

I know some of my comments will upset a few 
people. But let's face it; this is something new 
for everybody. It's a great opportunity for all 
involved to start again. We had the opportunity a 

few years back when we had 40 thousand 
people at Lang Park and we blew it. How many 
chances do we want? CI 

ELITE SPORTS TRAVEL 
Specialising in all forms of sports trips 
both here and abroad. Check out our 

website for details on up coming tours 
and reviews of past successes 

Andy Paschalidis 
Company Director 

andy@elitesportstravel.com.au 
www.elitesportstravel.com.au 
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IItBrisbane 
4111114'd Men's 
id.. ' Soccer 

n old Chinese curse states, 'May 
you live in interesting times'. 
The recent changes in local 
soccer and the ones underway 
at the national level certainly 
have been interesting. Guess 
what? It's about to get a lot 
more interesting. 

The state soccer management team now called 
the 'Mens Standing Committee' has instigated a 

'State Cup' competition pencilled -in to run after 
our regular season and finish prior to Christmas. 
The rationale for this is the need for the 
development of a statewide competition 
underneath the National League. With the new 
national competition not starting until mid 2005, 
the state body has determined that a statewide 
competition needs to kick off sooner rather than 
later. 

The zones outside of the capital have 
expressed a burning desire to play state games 
and the enthusiasm and support for this is louder 
and more vigorous the further from the south- 
east corner you go. The proposal gives Brisbane 
two teams in a 12 -team competition and the 
selection of teams, players and coaches is sure 
to be interesting. The other zones are selecting 
representative teams but Brisbane may not 
necessarily do that. 

The debate will continue but there is no 
debate about the fact that there will be a 

competition. When the national scene becomes 
clearer the long-term format for a statewide cup 
will be able to be developed. I believe that a 

state cup running in parallel with the national 
league would be good. One thing I would like to 
see is the prestige of being selected in a state 
side restored to the status that it once enjoyed. 
If selection in a state cup team is seen as an 
important step in selection for representative 
duties as an interstate player, then the best 
players in the state will battle for selection. 

To add to the mix, consider the implications 
of the changes being made at the national level. 
There is no National Youth League for 2005 or 
one envisioned beyond that. Where do the QAS 
players fit in? A competition is vital for the 
players' development and for continued 
government funding. How is this to be resolved? 
They could play in the Summer League but this 
is a short season. 

The BMS SLI rem° talks it u 

is now the time to set up a dedicated You 
Remove the requirement for the 

Premier and First Division clubs to playa 
team in the BMS competitions and opt foi 
on youth league open to all. 

What happens if the Strikers fail in their bid 
One assumes their teams would need to be 
placed in the BMS competitions. What happens 
if the Queensland Lions bid is sycpp$atur They 
would field a side in the national etition tart 
what happens to their reserve artd youth 
players? 

There is one overriding need in allathis.n .TT 11:11e.p 

is a clear picture of where we are 
needs to be a clear strurlurof of cot lohs th, Vegt 
provide a definite ladder for players 
and clubs. The need for 

and' 
competitions to be 

strong, well supported funded. A ladder 
consisting of the following would be a goodstagy st 

The National League. A of 
players that have made it to ti rational level 
and 

tnhte 

whole world 

e 
iss C ,**64tatkand 

ntootahyeemr 

ni,varpt 
thewcasing 

e. 

best 

o coaches with the. honour 

The:statec4Pt4PP9099 
the N.-09.94 ue.enctplaYabrosslhe state with the 

best players available, Use this as a selection 
guide for Inter State selection. 

A Summer League for Under 21 players that 
encompasses the best of young players as they 
push for inclusion in the Premier League and 
State Cup teams. 

A Youth L; gue for ylq"! 19 piaYers 
making the trahiltiOn-froMILinior to senior 
football and sorting out jUst who will rise to the 
op in the push for inclusion in higher sides, 

The Chinese use the same symbol for 
'danger' and 'opportunity'. Both are present iri 
the.ghanglAglitirtW)WiWin. I see opportunity 
to ..op iteiiiiiiWittidkire in football that all 
in the soccer community can clearly see and 
support. 

I would like the soccer community to give as 
much feedbackthese issues as possible. 
Please::aittietme. direct at 
PrittiVetal etau for your comments on 

es raised in this column. 
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Euro Fdtiter 2004 
Although ExtraTime is a local soccer magazine, this month we thought 
'what the hell', Euro 2004 is almost upon us and it promises to be an 

exceptional tournament so let's give it a bit of column space. 

You can't beat a good international tournament to ease the off-season blues 

once the English Premier League, Serie A or whatever overseas league you may 

follow, ends for another year. On TV these days we get unprecedented coverage of the top games 

and Euro 2004 is no exception. All 31 games will be screened live on Fox Sports so if you don't have 

it then find a mate who has and move in for three weeks. 

Euro 2004 is set to be the biggest sporting event ever to be held in Portugal - with over one million 
supporters attending the 
matches and seven billion 
television viewers 
worldwide. 

Date Match Schedule 
3 2 Portugal V Greece 

Jun -12 Spain V Russia 

Jun -13 Switzerland V Croatia 

Jun -13 France V England 

Jun -14 Denmark V Italy 

Jun -14 Sweden V Bulgaria 

Jun -15 Czech Republic V Latvia 

Jun -15 Germany V Holland 

Jun -16 Greece V Spain 

Jun -16 Russia V Portugal 

Jun -17 England V Switzerland 

Jun -17 Croatia V France 

Jun -18 Bulgaria V Denmark 

Jun -18 Italy V Sweden 

Jun -19 Latvia V Germany 

Jun -19 Holland V Czech Republic 

Jun -20 Russia V Greece 

Jun -20 Spain V Portugal 

Jun -21 Croatia V cngland 

Jun -21 Switzerland V France 

Jun -22 Italy V Bulgaria 

Jun -22 Denmark V Sweden 

Jun -23 Holland V Latvia 

Jun -23 Germany V Czech Republic 

Jun -24 1A V 2B 

Jun -25 1B V 2A 

Jun -26 1C V 2D 

Jun -27 1D V 2C 

Jun -30 QF1 V QF3 

Jul -01 QF2 V QF4 

Jul -04 SF1 V SF2 

Group 
A 

A 

B 

C 

C 

D 

D 

B 

B 

C 

C 

D 

U 

A 

A 

B 

C 

C 

D 

D 

QF1 

QF2 

QF3 

QF4 

SF1 

SF2 

FIN 
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The action will start on 12th 
June at FC Porto's Esta"clio 

do Dragao, when hosts 
Portugal take on Greece in 

the first game of the 22 day 
tournament staged in 10 

state-of-the-art venues the 
length and breadth of the 
country. 

During the Euro 2004 group 
stage, each team will meet 
their group opponents once, 
with three points for a win 
and one for a draw. The top 
two teams progress to the 
quarter -finals, the knockout 
phase of the competition, 
with the winners advancing 
to the semi-finals and then 
the final. 

If teams finish level on 
points, then the winner of 
the match between the 
sides in question will finish 
highest, or should they have 
drawn, goal difference, 
followed by goals scored, 
qualifying record for the 
2002 FIFA World Cup and 
UEFA EURO 2004T", a fair 
play ranking and finally 
either a penalty shoot-out or 
drawing of lots. 
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The Favourites 
Portugal have almost made a tradition of 
promising so much and delivering much less 

when it comes to international tournaments. 
Littered with sparkling talent all over the pitch, 
Portugal have their best chance to lift their first 
major international trophy with home advantage 
in their favour. 
Star man and national hero, the hirsute Luis 

Figo, has the hopes of a nation pinned on his 
shoulders and this will be his last chance to 
shine on the international stage as the 31 year - 
old announced recently that he will retire from 
international football at the conclusion of Euro 

2004. Talented and successful at World Youth 
level, 
Portugal 
have a 

healthy 
crop of 
young 
players 
and coach 
Luiz 
Felipe 
Scolari 
has 
brought 
several of 
them into 
the side. 

Already a World Cup winning coach with Brazil, 

Scolari has the guile and single-mindedness to 
steer Portugal to success. 6/1 

The unfortunate thing for Portugal, and any 
other pretenders to the Euro crown, is that 
eventually they will probably have to face 
holders France and the irrepressible Thierry 
Henry. The Arsenal man has been scintillating for 
the Gunners this season and could be the 
difference between France and the rest if he 

stays fit and maintains his form. Henry has fired 
home 12 goals in 17 international games since 
the 2002 World Cup. The French were stunned 
and humiliated in Japan and Korea and few 
would bet against them retaining their status as 

European Champions. 7/2 

Italy dangerman Francesco Totti looks like a 

player who can set a tournament alight and he 

will be looking to show the world that he has 

what it takes in the big games. Despite being 

mocked in his home country for his supposed 
'limited education' (there is joke book dedicated 
to him), Totti's ability is admired by millions and 

he will spearhead Italy's attacking thrust. Add to 
that the threat of Vieri, the usual watertight 
Azzurri defence and you have a side that is more 
than capable of taking out the tournament. Italy 
are a better side than they were in 2002 and 

look a good each -way bet. 5/1 

England are another side who look better now 
than they did in Japan and Korea. The 
emergence of wunderkind Wayne Rooney has 
given the English more attacking options and it 
could be that Sven's men have matured enough 
to really go well in Portugal. The banned Rio 

Ferdinand will be sorely missed, as he was at 
Man Utd, but England do have a few decent 
centre -backs to slot in. If they can sort out the 
troublesome left midfield spot and not suffer 
from 'dodgy 'keeper' syndrome, there is enough 
quality in the squad to hurt most sides. The 
opener against France is sure to be a cracker. 
8/1 

Spain have arguably the best league in Europe 
at present but tend to under -perform at 
international level. Perhaps it's become a mental 
thing with the Spanish since today's heroes 
seem to bear the scars of their predecessor's 
shortcomings. If they can handle the pressure 
then there is little doubt that Spain do have the 
players to do well. In pin-up boy Raul they have 
a world class forward who is at home on the 
biggest of stages but even if he keeps his head 
when his team-mates are losing theirs it's 
unlikely to be enough to take Spain to the final. 
9/1 

Holland will be smarting after failing to qualify 
for Japan and Korea in 2002. The Dutch have 
produced some truly outstanding teams over the 
years and look to have the goods again. Internal 
politics and dressing room unrest has somewhat 
blighted previous campaigns and if there is a 

repeat of those shenanigans then Holland could 
well struggle to get past the group stage. All 
being well though there is enough mettle in the 
squad to tough it out against the Czechs and the 
Germans and with the way the draw is 

structured it could bode well for the Dutch. 7/1 

Others: Germany 10/1, Czech Republic 14/1, 
20/1 the rest. 
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t the time of writing this column we 
are 9 games into the Premier 
League title race and with all due 
respect to the clubs running 2nd - 
5th, we have a fairly uninteresting 
top of the table. I must admit that 
this season I thought City would be 
serious contenders, but their form 

has been totally inconsistent with results that 
would have filled the bags of the bookies. 
Mitchelton have certainly added a spark into 
the competition on and off the field and whilst 
they haven't met Lions in the league up to now, 
it's unlikely that they will seriously challenge 
for the number one spot. 

So what do we have then? Quite simply, a 

fairly boring and inevitable title race. Sure on 

any given day there will be a side out there 
who will achieve an historic victory over the 
team from Richlands and surprisingly enough 
it has been the current cellar dwellers, Taringa 
Rovers, that went closest going down by the 
odd goal in three. 

This season the English Premier League has 
seen a mighty tussle for 4th spot because the 
incentives for achieving such a position are 
extremely tangible, like 20 million quid from 
the Champions League!! In our poor cousin of 
a competition I am sorry to say that the real 
interest has been kicked out due to Lions' 
domination. Now while I do not particularly 
blame Lions for their approach in stockpiling 
for admission to the new APL, the local 
competition has suffered. To my mind I believe 
that Lions deserve their spot in front of the 
Strikers (for many reasons) and the sooner this 
happens the better off the local league will be. 
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A return to a competition that has changes at 
the top and bottom as the season progresses is 

what all neutrals want. In effect we currently 
have a competition similar to the Scottish 
Premier League, except you would have to 
take Rangers out!! If Lions are not admitted 
then maybe parity will return, but my guess is 

that it wouldn't, as the faces at Lions are so 
used to smiling that any other look would not 
be plausible, and as such the status quo would 
continue. 

As far as the 'competition' goes it's no surprise 
to see the chasing pack of Mitchelton, 
Rochedale, Rivers and Palm Beach as they arc 
all very good sides. The disappointment so far 
is no doubt Brisbane City, while Wolves have 
shown their normal inconsistency and Easts 
have dropped right off following a solid start. 
Relegation still could open up to any one of 
five clubs with Taringa, North Star and Souths 

the sooner we look at 
a competition which 

has only 2 grades the 
better 

the leading contenders. Let's hope that the 2nd 
half of the season does see a shift from current 
position at the top, but I must say that if I was 
a bookie, I would stop taking all bets on Lions 
as money is too hard to keep!! 

Finally, I believe the local PL needs a massive 
upheaval. The quality is not there through the 3 

grades and the sooner we look at a competition 
which has only 2 grades the better (this is not 
a new position for me I have been spouting 
about it for the last 5 years). We will then see a 

greater concentration of talent, which can only 
be positive. A two grade PL would be a far 
better commodity to market with players and 
supporters of the first game staying on for the 
main game and likewise supporters of the main 
game making an effort to see the U/2 l's or 
whatever structure it is that takes the field. If 
we don't change anything then don't expect the 
outcomes to be any different. 
What do you think? 0 



uy 
Long-time soccer sage Eric Sinclair on the impending 
State League and the current Youth Competitions 

uring my lifetime, and I'm sure 
the same applies to you, I have 
constantly been bombarded with 
such truisms as, 'History often 
repeats itself', 'We can learn 
from history' and 'We learn from 
our mistakes'. 

I am reliably informed that Soccer Queensland 
is in the throes of forming a State League. I don't 
know what format has been suggested, or 
perhaps more accurately, is about to be 

implemented, but as one who had a personal 
involvement in events which led to the belated 
demise of the former Queensland State League, 
I certainly hope that they have something from 
the events of that ill fated venture. Since none of 
the current crop of administrators was about in 

1982 when that league collapsed, I doubt it. 

Plenty of history and plenty of mistakes, but not 
much sign of learning from them. Have I been 
misled all these years about history, mistake and 
learning? I hope not because it's too bloody late 
for me to start again. 

The Youth Grade - is it working? 

The administrators of Brisbane Mens Soccer, 
lovely people that they are, (I had to say that 
because most of them know where to find me) 
continue to insist on having a Youth Team as 
part of the criteria for involvement in the Premier 
League and Division 1. This has been a bone of 
contention for many years dating back to long 
before BMS fell from the womb of the then QSF. 

If one listens to representatives of many of the 
clubs involved at that level one gets the 
impression that this is not the most popular 
concept, and after watching some of these 
teams play I can see why. Some of the players 
involved would be out of their depth playing in 

the Muckadilla State School 2nd eleven, and 
most of that team are girls who couldn't make 
the netball side. 
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My point is that we 
simply do not have enough quality players to 
fill 2 age restricted leagues of 12 teams and 
because of this the competition becomes a 

farce. The teams making up the bottom 3 of 
each competition are being hopelessly 
outclassed and are only there because clubs 
must have them. 

The bottom 3 in the Premier Youth between 
them conceded 94 goals in their combined 23 
games, an average of a little over 4 goals per 
game. The 3rd and 2nd last teams have each 
played the bottom side and each have only won 
one game. Guess who those winning games 
were against? Right in one, the bottom team! 

destroying for these lads to get 
flogged week in, week out. No wonder we lose 
so many teenagers to other pursuits. The 
position in the Div 1 Youth is no better. The 
bottom 2 teams have yet to win a game between 
them (at the time of writing) and have conceded 
111 goals in a combined total of 16 games. An 

average of just under 7 per game. 

Being forced to field teams in age restricted 
competitions will always lead to these sorts of 
situations, whereas playing only in Open Youth 
competitions would allow those clubs who chose 
to field teams to find their own level with regular 
promotion and relegation between the different 
divisions. This way players would not become 
discouraged and may stay with the game for a 

lot longer with something to play for each 
season rather than constantly losing. The 
competition could be graded in such a way to 

allow for extra divisions to cater for those 
players who are not able to make it into higher 
grades. 

I urge all clubs in the Premier League and 
Division 1 to get their heads together and have 

this part of the criteria done away with, which is 

probably what will happen to me when and if 

BMS administrators read this diatribe. a 
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Bill Shankly once 
said he was only 
rivaled by one 
other manager - 
Brian Epstein 

eading Eric's poignant yearning for more 
politely spoken heroes (ET Issue 4) set me 
pondering. 

I thought felonius unlawful carnal knowledge written 
fcUK on young people's T-shirts was an original play 
on words, thinking them all to be authority 
challenging football fans hailing from the UK. It was 
bitter enlightenment to be told from a fashion 

conscious friend that it is a clothing company, French Connection UK. 

NO, it's not true thinks I, is it not even dyslexic teenagers protesting 
the education system? Apparently not since the Irish have picked up 
on this and with the natural Irish flair for ridicule launched their own T- 

shirt connection, fcek! From here it was a small step to my own 
connection-fkCU Jimmy! 

This was put in motion after listening to Scotsman Tom Anderson's 
(SBS) writing off of Manchester United in their recent FA cup 
semifinal match with Arsenal. Who gave HIM the right to blame 
anyone, let alone Alex Ferguson, the single most successful manager 
in football? I think I was upset with myself more than anything else 
because I started to take note and began to think of the Red Devils 

as something of the 
underdog. Terrible! I'll be 
sympathizing with Qld 
Lions' APL woes next. 
Anyway, they didn't give him 
any insight as Alex's boys 
did not lie down and play 
dead under the Arsenal 
onslaught but made it 

through. 

We're not very praiseworthy 
in sport are we? The other 
side never plays well; we 
were just off our game, an 
often heard miserly excuse. 
Obviously Tom is another 

sports fan who attended the Anthony Mundine school of Etiquette. 
How is Alex Ferguson to blame, isn't it really Arsenal's and Arsene 
Wenger's success? Rather like Manchester United were. Tom seems 
to have conveniently put that aside and it set me thinking of the 
success of Scottish managers in football. Look at today's English 
Premier League for example. Not only possessing Sir Alex but 
another four Scottish managers; David Moyes, Paul Sturrock, 
Graeme Souness and Eddie Gray, giving them an impressive 22% 
presence in the league. 

Past greats include such legends as Ally McLeod, recently dying at 
age 72; he took Scotland to the World Cup Finals in 1978. A keeper 
from Ayrshire, Bill Shankly was a household name in the 1960's 
transforming Liverpool. A typical Scot, he was as famous for his 
caustic wit as his managerial skill and once said he was only rivaled 
by one other manager, Brian Epstein (of Beatles fame). 

The enigmatic Kenny Dalglish, almost incomparable as a player now 
holds the rare distinction as a manager to have Championship wins 

20 

-.141PONS. 

with two separate clubs. Ask any Celtic fan and 
he'll tell you, at great length, of God on Legs, 
Jock Stein. 

There must be a reason behind this prowess of 
the Scots in an English invented game. Perhaps 
they had more to do with founding the game 
than is known. Perhaps it is a feature of the by- 
gone redoubtable Pict personality. Me, I reckon 
it's the accent. The French are supposed to 
have most seductive accent in the world and 
you could say, in Arsenal's case, this theory may 
have some merits. But I say, zis is not so, 
monsieur, it is ze Scots! 

At our club, we started a scratch ladies team last 
year and like the brilliant managers we are, 
foistered upon the bonny wee Aussie lassies, a 

Scottish coach. Enthusiasm abounded, lots of 
fun was in the offing, if only the flower of 
Brisbane womanhood could understand the 
grunts, vicious diatribes and curses thrown upon 
them by their coaches. I'm sure Beckham would 
sympathize. 
Wit arr ye duing wi yon fitba, it's nae aboot tae 
bite ye." Puzzled looks all round and a frustrated 
coach. Inspired, we recruited a young Scots 
lassie into the side. "Now what's he saying, 
Agnes?" 
'He said," said Agnes "Wit arr ye duing wi yon 
litba, it's nae aboot tae bite ye". 

This was just the start. I only recently really 
understood the expression 'like a stunned 
mullet' when the coach said, "De ye no ken?" 
and I could clearly see the word "who" passing 
over the players face. One poor girl has now a 

decision complex after being told, "C, U, c'mere 
an git ootoma sight." 

But guess what was the outcome, the ladies 
were runners-up in their league having gone 
from never having seen a round football to 
playing with great confidence as a team and 
individually. They reveled in it and we as 
managers congratulated ourselves on our 
perceptive ability! From the celebrations, you'd 
think they'd won it and I'm certain it's down to 
sympathetic "RR"s. Even the coach got really 
excited and said, "Och aye, well". 

There is a definite feature of the soft Scottish 
burr that melts even the coolest of Brisbane ice - 
maidens and now, the first team guys, never 
slow on the uptake, are all secretly cultivating 
their best Sean Connery. 

Of course it doesn't always work in the Celts 
favour. Yelling "Faegetaboot it," within hearing of 
a ref is fatal, I wonder if it should be RRR1 in the 
disciplinary codes? 
But I tell you, never mind about the French, 
fkCU Jimmy, you're the salt of the earth. 

BIG SOCCER DAY OUT 
Premier Cup2nd Round 

1$ 

315 Freeman Road, Richlands 
FIXTURES 
9.00am B. Force Ladies v Clairvaux 
11.00am B. Force U17/1 v Qld Lions U17/1 

PREMIER CUP GAMES 
1.00pm Bethania Rams v Rochedale 
3.00pm Brisbane Force v North Star 
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Big Soccer 
Day Out 

Sponsors 

eiTiterd Nat 
FLATRATE INTERNET - $24.95 

Phone: 3855 2233 
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CUP 2004 

The Premier Cup continued last month with 
the 15t Round proper being played in a 

range of double-headers across the city. 
As is always the case with cup competitions 
there were a few surprise results, a few 
predictable results and a few thrashings. 

Two clubs felt the full force of their Premier 
League opponents with Oxley conceding 10 

goals to the all -conquering Queensland Lions 
and Moggill leaking 11 without reply to 
Toowoomba. Last years beaten finalists Palm 
Beach served up a solid beating to Annerley and 
Brisbane City cast aside its disappointing league 
form with a 6-0 win over lowly local rivals 
Grange Thistle. Rochedale Rovers' (editor's tip 
to lift the cup) rich vein of form continued with 
The Gap the unlucky recipients of a 7-0 hiding. 
Nick Maas bagged a hat -trick for Rovers who 
are now one of the form sides in the competition. 

Souths Utd's tie against University of Old was 
always going to be a potential banana skin for 
the out -of -form side and so it proved with the 
students recording a comfortable 4-0 result. 

PREMIER CUP ROUND 1 RESULTS 
Bethania Rams 5 

Moggill United 0 

Brisbane City 6 

Souths 0 

Samford 1 

Mt Gravatt 2 

Rochedale 7 

Slacks Creek 1 

Palm Beach 6 

Beenleigh 1 

(Beenleigh 4-2 on pens) 

Ipswich City 2 

Easts 2 

Capalaba 2 

Albany Creek 0 

Bris. Olympic 0 

Oxley 

1 Newmarket 

11 Toowoomba 
0 Grange Thistle 

4 Uni of Qld 

4 Brisbane Force 

0 Taringa Rovers 

0 The Gap 

4 Ipswich Knights 
1 Annerley 

1 Goodna 

1 Redlands 

6 Pine Rivers 

v 

5 

1 

North Pine (gg) 

North Star 
Brisbane Wolves 

0 v 10 Queensland Lions 
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Mount Gravatt 
also claimed a 

Premier League 
scalp by 
disposing of a 

toothless Taringa 
with goals from 
Robbie Laslo and 
Cameron Hunt. 
The Hawks 
showed enough 
to suggest they 
should go into 
the next round 
against Brisbane 
City with 
confidence. 
Brisbane Wolves came through a very tricky tie 
against high flying Division 1 outfit Brisbane 
Olympic. Bellisomo netted the winner in a tight 
contest but the Wolves will again face stiff 
resistance from another Division 1 side when 
they face in -form Beenleigh in the next round. 

Brisbane Force will fancy themselves in Round 2 

against North Star after an impressive 4-1 

demolition of Samford in the all -2"" Division 
clash. Barrett, Keane, Limbrick and Potter found 
the net for John Ogden's side. 

PREMIER CUP ROUND 2 DRAW 

Saturday, 5 June 2004 
Eric Evans Reserve, Ipswich Knights SC 
7.00 pm Ipswich Knights v Capalaba 
5.00 pm Brisbane City v Mt Gravatt 

Saturday, 5 June 2004 
Chris Green Park, Beenleigh SC 
7.00 pm Beenleigh v Brisbane Wolves 
5.00 pm Qld Lions v Toowoomba 

Sunday, 6 June 2004 
Mallawa Drive Sports, Palm Beach SC 
3.00 pm Palm Beach v Uni of Qld 
1.00 pm Pine Rivers v Ipswich City 

Sunday, 6 June 2004 
CJ Greenfield Reserve, Brisbane Force SC 
3.00 pm Brisbane Force v North Star 
1.00 pm Rochedale v Bethania Rams 1:1 

uhlsport 
precisionfootball 

Quality suppliers of 
*Soccer Balls 

*Shirts 
*Shin pads 

*Goalkeeping gear 

For your nearest lihisport stockist contact 3208 2588 

searkim erodd eateitift9 
No matter what the occasion... * Weddings * Business * Social 

We can help take the hassle out of 
planning your next function. 

Contact Richard Kemp.... 
Phone 3272 0255...Fax 3272 0622 

* Catering for functions 
of any size 

* Menus to suit any 
budget 

* Function Rooms 
available 
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1994 was the year that Brisbane City 
secured their return to the XXXX League after 
losing their top-flight status on the last day of the 
1993 season. Bob Hamilton's side made 
promotion safe with a few games to spare and 
went on to play Beenleigh in the Div 2 Grand 
Final. City went on to win the XXXX Premiership 
the following year. 

The Australian Soccer Federation decided to 
introduce penalty shoot-outs to decide drawn 
games in the 94/95 NSL season. A win was 
worth 4 points, a draw 1 point and 2 points for a 

penalty shoot-out win after a drawn game. FIFA 
of course were looking to phase out penalties 
after Brazil's shoot-out win in the '94 World Cup 
and brought in sudden death extra -time for the 
'98 Finals in France. The ASF obviously thought 
they knew better but Strikers coach Bruce 
Stowell was far from thrilled. "They (the ASF) are 
messing with the rules in a manner that lends 
nothing to the game," he said. 
In comparison, ASF Chairman John Constantine 
was jumping through hoops. "This is the first step 
to win back the spectators to our game," he 

purred. "We believe we can generate a broader 
appeal for our game and start to attract 
spectators who are not yet soccer fans." 
Er....John, it didn't seem to work old son. 

Brisbane Lions midfielder Frank Mengotti 
was crowned as the QSF Gold Medal winner on 

a count back after finishing level on 24 points 
with John Stewart of Acacia Ridge. Mengotti had 

been on the wrong end of a count back in '93 

when he lost out to Craig Collins of North 

`94 )000C League P W D L F A Pts 
1 NORTH STAR 22 16 3 3 63 28 51 

2 BRISBANE LIONS 22 14 4 4 48 16 46 
3 TARINGA 22 12 3 7 44 25 39 

4 ROCHEDALE ROV 22 11 4 7 49 31 37 

5 COALSTARS 22 10 6 6 36 25 36 

6 PINE RIVERS UTD 22 10 6 6 42 34 36 

7 NORTH BRISBANE 22 9 3 10 34 34 30 

8 WYNNUM 22 8 3 11 32 44 27 
9 WILLOWBURN 22 6 6 10 28 43 24 

10 EASTS 22 6 4 12 28 46 22 
11 ACACIA RIDGE 22 5 4 13 25 46 19 

12 ROCKLEA 220 4 18 12 69 4 
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This 
month 

we take 
a quick 

look back 
at 1994 

Brisbane. 
In other awards 
Kieran Cooper was 
named Player of the Year, North Star coach 
Miron Bleiberg picked up Coach of the Year, 
Willowburn's Anthony Brown grabbed Rookie of 
the Year and Derek Crawford took home Referee 
of the Year for the 3'd yearrunning. 

a North Star were convincing Premiers and 
overcame Taringa Rovers to claim their second 
Grand Final win in 3 years. Rochedale Rovers 
took out both the Club Championship and the 
Queensland Cup when they defeated North Star 
2-1. 

There was 
an interesting 
letter in a July 
'94 issue of the 
Eye on Soccer. 
It came from a 

Forest Lake 
resident who 
was 
complaining 
that the game 
had not 
progressed in 

the previous 
15 years. The 
blame, 
according to 
Our 
correspondent, lay firmly at the feet of the 
Brisbane competition the premise being that 
spreading our resources over 60 -odd clubs had 
resulted in a well run amateur competition at 

best. "Brisbane cannot afford to support all these 
clubs and expect to be professional," he 
moaned. "Australia needs strong State 
competitions to bolster the NSL." 
He went on at length to extol the virtues of 
having a revamped State competition and puts 
forward an idea similar to the new proposed SQ 
model. Perhaps someone with influence at State 
level was reading this issue a few months ago or 
perhaps Mr Roddy MacKenzie from Forest Lake 
was a visionary! 0 

The 1994 Eye on Soccer 
Team of the Year 

Robbie Farrow (Lions) 
Mark Greer (Pine Rivers) 
Paul Worroll (North Star) 

David Hunter (Lions) 
Michael Brockwell (North Star) 

Shane Haddow (North Star) 
Frank Mengotti (Lions) 
Darren Hillier (Taringa) 

Andy Brayshaw (Taringa) 
Kieran Cooper (Rochedale) 

Mark Battistin (North Star) 
Subs: 

Brenley Jefferd (Taringa) 
Pat Boyle (Coalstars) 

torch on I 

Tis a conspiracy. An absolute conspiracy. 
I have fully paid up to the theorists of 
two and two make seven. No doubt 
about it, the media will do anything 

except report on the World game. 

'm talking about last month's incredible, almost 
alanket coverage of the saga of the Olympic 
Torch. It seems, after having spent the last four 
tears being looked after by Australian carers, 
hat this will not be good enough for it when the 

poor thing is relit and begins its long trek back to 

is native homeland, Greece. The Greeks have 

decided that no-one can care for the torch the 

way they can and it will need the helpiiig hand of 
a Greek God or two to 
get it there. It's 
trekking across 
Australia for two days 
and I suffered three 
days political 
nonsense, all in a 

week when one of the 
world's most venerable 
football clubs, Leeds 
United, was dealt a 

death blow in the 
English Premier 
League. 

The toy 

Facing money woes, 

loss of players and managers, the club was 

facing a big ask this season and the loss against 

Bolton finally signaled the demise of Yorkshire's 
only club from the top flight and a recovery 
seems unlikely. Where is the media coverage to 

our screens? If such a thing had been 

happening to Yorkshire Cricket Club, the torch 

would've been lit up, blown up and stood up I'm 

sure. It's an utter disgrace, a media circus, 

where us poor clowns are suffering in the middle 

from a shadowy ringmaster bent on keeping that 

round ball game thing away from us. 

You'd think, if only by way of Leeds' brilliant 

Australian centre -forward, Mark Viduka, the 

news may somehow have leaked to the 

screens. After all, his performance didn't help his 

teammates or his club in this match and bad 

news is always good copy, but no, this bloody 
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torch has got to be 
fought over good and 
proper. 
Can the media not see 
the great worldwide 
following in soccer? 
What about the media 
sensation that is David 
Beckham? But no, our 
media can only see to 
the edge of our shores 
and perhaps the second 
line of the anthem should 
be "For we are in-su-lar". 

Sharon Jackson 
has a suggestion 

for the 
mainstream 

media 

Viduka - baddie? 

Even Darren Lockyer's dropping from the Qld 
State of Origin team has got second fiddle and 

since when has Rugby League not been news 
this year? They're all in it together. Watch your 
advertising screens for a chance to win a dinner 
with your favourite football code in Q1d. Choose 
from the Reds, the Broncos and the Lions. You 

could be forgiven for thinking that The Strikers 
must be a Labour Day tribute band. 

Come on Qid you think, wake up, but no, there's 
more. On the same weekend, Australia's 
Newspaper of the Year, the Courier Mail got in 

on the act. C- -elsea were apparently playing a 

miraculously promoted Northampton on that day 
instead of Southampton. You could say that this 

is just a typo and no big deal. But it is, being 
akin to printing that the Broncos were playing 
Wynnum-Manly Seagulls this week. Neither the 

Manly Sea Eagles or the newest copy boy on 

the block would have missed that. 

It shows you the depth of our ignorance and 

definite paranoia of the media to open the doors 

to soccer. But I say, the voice of the people will 

be heard. Soccer is the chosen social sport of 

men, women and children across the nation, 

more of us playing this than any other. The 

kangaroo and the Emu were chosen as 

Australian emblems because neither can take a 

step backwards. Neither can Australian soccer 
and if the media is to uphold its place as the 

champion of the people and defender of the 

truth, it must open its eyes to the world game 

and light the torch for soccer. 0 



South Africa to host the, 
After a secret ballot of the 24 -man Executive Committee of world football's governing body, 

South Africa has become the first African nation to host the planet's most popular sporting 
event. 

There were scenes of jubilant celebrations at 
Zurich's World Trade Centre after FIFA President 
Sepp Blatter announced the result. 

Over recent months Nelson Mandela had 
campaigned tirelessly to promote his nation's bid. 

At the press conference, South Africa's former 
president, who had spent 27 of his 85 years in 

prison under the apartheid regime, could not hold 
back his tears and they fell freely down his cheeks. 
"I feel like a young man of 50," he said to laughter. 
"My message is that South Africa should accept 
this result with humility and no arrogance because 
we are all equal, winners and losers." 

Mandela's personal influence may have proved 
crucial - he and fellow Nobel peace prize winner 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu have personally visited 
several FIFA members to promote the bid. 

The victory will heal the heartbreak suffered by the 

South Africans after they lost the right to stage the 
2006 tournament by a single vote to Germany. Africa 
was chosen as the first to kick-off the continental rotation of the World Cup which 

America in 2014. D 

Nelson Mandela celebrates 

will held in South 

Nor Coaching Camps 
iFie 

2004 July Camp Venues & Dates 
T6P 

Caboolture S.0 
Pine Rivers S.0 
Mount Gravatt S.C 
Tarragindi S.0 

27th - 29th June 
30th June - 2nd July 

. 5th - 7th July 
8th - 10th July 

Come & loin Qualified Professional Coaches from Sheffield 

United Soccer Academy, England - The Blades' 

S 

Xt'k4Ca- 
sUPPLIERS 

For further information please contact 
Gordon Tulloch on 0418 157 829 

E-mail: gctulloch@bigpond.com or www.bysc-au.net 
for an application form 

Proudly Sponsored By Ideal Electrical 
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from page 9 

they have shown themselves at their best, a 5-1 

win against Newmarket in the Cup, only to then 
lose valuable points to Ipswich City and Grange. 
If they are to repeat the feats of last season 
Bethania will have to find a little more 
consistency. 
Thistle have proved to be a thorn in the side of 

many a so called top side this year and a good 
run of form could see them climb into the top 

four and perhaps even further. Grange are my 
Tangerine Dark Horses and they should never 
be underestimated. 
Whilst it is early days yet, Samford, Annerley, 
Slacks Creek and North Pine appear to be 

leaded for a mid table season. With so many 
ames left this could of course be changed in 

ither direction, a good late run which leads to 

;rid of season glory, or a poor run of form which 

gees them dragged into a relegation dog fight. 

'or Moggill and Oxley it appears to be a case of 
vho can avoid finishing bottom. Moggill's recent 

yin against their bottom of the table rivals will do 

nuch to ease the fears at Sugarwood Street, but 

Jxley do have some good spirited youngsters 
mho with a few wins under their belt could 
surprise many. 

Peter Polichronis on the Metro 
Leagues.. 
Almost at the halfway mark in the season and 

the Metro leagues are sorting themselves out. 

Acacia Ridge is the form team in Metro 1, five 

games undefeated has put Taringa and Darra on 

notice that any slip ups will be capitalised upon. 

Darra are still on track to do the league cup 

double having only dropped two points so far 
and surely some of the Premier Div 2 teams are 

taking notice as to what may face them next 
season. Wilston have been impressive and have 
been the only team to get a result against the 
top team with a 4-4 draw. Bayside's rough and 

tumble tactics have come back to haunt them as 

they prop up the ladder. Uni and the Pineapple 
Rovers will be looking for a better second half of 
the season and are my tip to be the two teams 
outside the four to be there at season's end. 

Apologies to Newmarket in Metro 2, after giving 

METRO CUP ROUND 2 RESULTS 
Clairvaux (Met 1) 
Uni of Old (Met 3) 
Regents Pk (Met 4) 
Park Ridge (Met 1) 

Pine Rivers (Met 2) 
North Star (Met 5) 
Darra Lions (Met 1) 

Annerley (Met 5) 

them the wraps to climb the ladder they have 
lost two of their last three games! Brisbane Toro 

are still undefeated with Pine Rivers on their 
heels, however the news from the south is that 
Logan City are ready to mount a challenge for 
the promotion spot. Ridge Hills are confident of 
upstaging both Newmarket and Mooroondu to 

make the four. 

Clairvaux have stamped their authority on Metro 
3 sweeping all before them to be hot favourites 
to take out the league. The old boys legs at 
Easts seem to have worn out dropping a couple 
of games since last edition leaving us to wonder 
whether they still have it after all these years. 
The competition has not been friendly to those 
north of the river with three of the bottom four 
places being held by northerners, however 
bottom spot goes to Souths who have assured 
us they won't be there at season's end. 

Metro 4 is still by far the closest of all the 
competitions with any of the top 10 seemingly 
able to beat each other; however Old Bridge's 

miserly defence should see them hold out top 

spot. The rest of the four is harder to pick than 

the proverbial broken nose with Brisbane City 

sounding confident to climb the ladder. 

Southside Eagles must be wondering which of 

their teammates walked under the ladder and 

have been truly abysmal all season. 

Nothing has changed in Metro 5. North Star is 

still dominating and is still averaging 5 goals per 

game and still letting in less than a goal a game. 

Four teams are still vying for the other three 

finals places, Olympic, Slacks Creek, 

Newmarket and Annerley with Olympic still 

struggling to keep 11 players on the field. Oh 

well, there has to be some consistencies in life! 

Metro 6 is looking to become one of the most 

exciting leagues. Albany Creek are still flying 

high, however Camira have shown they aren't 

going to go down without a fight. Park Ridge 

have held true to their word and have not lost in 

their past three away games securing two wins 

out of them. The question is whether they can 

keep it up. 0 

1 v 3 Pineapple Rovers (Met 1) 

3 v 3 Brisbane Toro (Met 2) 
2 v 1 Brisbane City (Met 4) 
3 v 1 Souths (Met 1) 

5 v 1 Taringa Rovers (Met 1) 

2 v 1 Bayside (Met 1) 

1 v 2 Wilston (Met 1) 

2 v 3 Acacia Ridge (Met 3) 
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METRO CUP ROUND 3 DRAW 
Saturday, 5th June 2004 

5.30pm Regents Park v Pineapple Rov 

7.30pm Uni of Qld v Acacia Ridge 

at Hyde Park, Regents Park SC 

Saturday, 5th June 2004 
5.00pm North Star v Darra Lions 

7.00pm Park Ridge v Taringa Rovers 

at Hubner Park, Park Ridge SC 



SOCCER EQUIPMENT SPECIALISTS 
Qld's Best Range of: 
Goalkeeper Gloves, Jerseys, etc 
Qld Licenced Clothing 
Club & International Jerseys 
Coaching Equipment 
Brisbane's Most Extensive Range of Boots 
for Juniors & Seniors, Indoor & Outdoor. 
Brands that other stores don't stock 

Now with a new store at Mount Gravatt 

LUTWYCHE 
3357 5777 
497 Lutwyche Road 

UPPER MT GRAVATT 

3343 5726 
2020 Logan Road 
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or 101 Brisbane 
This season we are making a concerted effort to 
centralise the recording of all scores and match 

Men's reports so that everyone can find out what happened 
on the weekend in any division. To do this we are Soccer posting all the scores on the SportingPulse website 
and any match reports that are sent to us by about 
7.30pm every Sunday evening. 

This means that after everyone has had their Sunday dinner they can get out of doing the 
washing up by getting online and checking out what happened. 
We encourage everyone to get involved and send in match reports and snippets of 
information [admin©soccerbrisbane.org.au] that can be posted. As always the more help 

we can get from everyone involved in the game, the better this will get. Hopefully 
everyone enjoys the site! 

Bruce Dinsdale, BMS 

FOR ALL WEEKEND RESULTS AND REPORTS 

www.sportingpulse.com.au 

NEXT MONTH'S Extra Time 

OUT ON 6th JULY 
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