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AST MONTH I WAS FORTUNATE TO BE PART OF THE 
Queensland Roar party that traveled to Gosford for the 

World Club Championship Qualifiers. 

Despite the result it was a highly enjoyable weekend. The game 
against Sydney FC and the subsequent match between the Central 
Coast Mariners and Newcastle Jets gave the Australian public a 

tantalising taste of what is to come when the new Hyundai A -League 
kicks off. 

Speaking as someone who has witnessed more than my fair share of 
football at every level in recent years, from international, the old NSL 

and the local league here in Brisbane, I am now looking forward to the 
new national competition more than ever. 

The standard of play in both the games I watched was far better than 
anything I saw in the last few seasons of the NSL. This, I'm happy to 
tell you, is a different ball game. The technical expertise of the 
players, their fitness level, their tactical nous and the overall 
presentation of the event eclipsed everything that was the old 
National League. 

The tempo of the game was more akin to what we see in the overseas 
leagues. highlights individual skill and gives 
the spectators what they want. Initially I have to say that I wasn't a 

fan of the eight team concept, but it appears to have condensed the 
quality players into fewer teams and, this time at least, the theory is 

working in practice. 

Although this was only a precursor to the A -League proper, the media 
interest was quite phenomenal. The press box at Central Coast 
Stadium had spaces for nine seated media and seventy-five attended. 
Seventy-five! When was the last time we had that much exposure or 
interest? 

It all adds up to a mouth-watering prospect for football fans. Whether 
you intend to go to Suncorp Stadium as a Queensland Roar fan, or a 

football purist who just wants to see the best product on offer, I can 
safely promise that you are unlikely to be disappointed. 

The other major plus about the new competition is the career path it 
now offers to talented youngsters around the country. A credible 
competition for our elite players is essential to the domestic game. 

Of course, we will still see our very best players head for the bigger 
overseas leagues; there is no way to prevent that. However, if our 
national competition is of a high standard it may at least stop some of 
our better players heading off to play in the Norwegian 2' Division, or 
some other obscure league. They will be in the face of the national 
coach, and, if their talent permits, be able to push for a chance to 
represent their country without having to leave its shores. 

Finally, we may be on the verge of plugging a few holes in the player 
drain that has blighted us for years. 0 
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send your media 
releases or news to: 

extratime@odyssey.com.au 

COACHING CHANGES AT SPENCER PARK 

Brisbane City have reshuffled their coaching staff 
in response to the club's poor league position 
this term. 

First team coach, Salvatore Sotille, has been 
moved upstairs and issued the role of Technical 
Director following a nightmare first half of the 
season, with Gordon Tulloch assuming the senior 
job. Tulloch will be assisted by former Easts 
coach Paul Edwards who was Col Bennett's right 
hand Park last season. 

Joe Prestipino completes the new coaching line- 
up as City try to re -focus and ease their 
relegation worries. 

Club President Bill Monteverde said that 
although the club was in a healthy financial 
shape, the on -field results had prompted the 
move. "Obviously things haven't gone well for us 
so far this season and after consultation with all 
the coaches, Salvo included, we have decided to 
try a new direction." 

"The players we have at the moment are a 
young group and they haven't responded the 
way we had hoped. Although we are realistic we 
don't talk about relegation here and despite the 
position we're in we are hopeful of getting out of 
this predicament." 

Monteverde stated that although Sottile was 
disappointed with the need to make coaching 
changes, he has accepted the decision with good 
grace and looks forward to his new role. 
He added that City are on the iook out for new 
players to strengthen the current squad, but 
ruled out a move to bring some of last season's 
team back to Spencer Park. 

BEENLEIGH PLAN ON COURSE 

Hard work in the off season by a dedicated few 
who formed a senior committee to get the club 
on track is now paying dividends at Beenleigh. 

Spokesperson John Lee said: " We were talking 
about how disappointed we were with player's 
attitudes towards the game and if things didn't 
change the club would quickly end up back in 
the 2nd Division." 

"The senior committee was formed in August 
last year with the sole purpose to raise funds 
and approach former Beenleigh juniors who had 
left and gone to Premier League sides. We also 
approached local lads who we knew were good 
players but were playing at other clubs." 

"We put together a 3 year plan for the club to be 
back in Premier League by 2007 but to make it 
work we needed a top coach. Steve Dolan was 
approached as he had coached our senior squad 
in the 90's during our XXXX League days." 

"Nearly halfway through the season and we are 
sitting 2nd to Mt Gravatt. The exciting thing is 
that the team is still improving. Our defence is 
rock solid, the midfield is strong and youthful 
and our attack has pace. The players are 
committed and we have the added bonus of a 
dedicated reserve team," Lee said. 0 
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Premier League 
Palm Beach Sharks 

Pine Rivers United 

Souths United 

Brisbane Strikers 

Rochedale Rovers 

Taringa Rovers 

Mitchelton 

Brisbane Wolves 

Toowoomba Raiders 
Eastern Suburbs 

Uni of Qld 
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Premier Division 1 P D L F A Pts 
Mt Gravatt 11 9 2 0 23 3 29 
Beenleigh 11 9 0 2 34 7 27 
Peninsula Power 11 7 1 3 34 16 22 
Ipswich Knights 11 5 5 1 19 11 20 
Brisbane Olympic 11 5 3 3 30 16 18 
Redlands United 10 5 2 3 17 13 17 

Capalaba 11 5 1 5 21 23 16 
Western Spirit 10 4 2 4 15 13 14 

Albany Creek 11 2 2 7 16 33 8 

Rocklea United 11 1 3 7 12 25 6 

The Gap 11 1 2 8 13 36 5 

Ipswich City 11 0 1 10 6 44 1 

Division 1 Reserves P D L F A Pts 
Ipswich Knights 11 8 2 1 27 11 26 
Brisbane Olympic 11 8 1 2 35 20 25 
Mt Gravatt 11 7 3 1 29 13 24 

Peninsula Power 11 6 1 4 25 20 19 

Albany Creek 11 5 3 3 20 15 18 

Western Spirit 10 4 2 4 24 23 14 

Capalaba 11 3 3 5 20 22 12 

Rocklea United 11 4 0 7 19 31 12 

Beenleigh 11 2 5 4 23 21 11 

Redlands United 10 2 5 3 13 17 11 

Ipswich City 11 2 1 8 12 25 7 

The Gap 11 0 2 9 6 35 2 

Premier Division 2 P W D L F A Pts 
Brisbane Force 11 9 1 1 32 11 28 
Bethania Rams 11 8 1 2 34 18 25 
Southside Eagles 11 7 1 3 21 13 22 
Annerley 11 7 0 4 26 17 21 
Newmarket 11 6 0 5 21 26 18 
North Pine 11 5 1 5 28 18 16 
Grange Thistle 11 5 1 5 30 26 16 
Moggill United 11 5 1 5 21 23 16 
Samford Rangers 11 4 3 4 26 18 15 
Acacia Ridge 11 4 1 6 19 26 13 
Slacks Creek 11 1 0 10 11 33 3 
Oxley United 11 0 0 11 6 47 0 

Division 2 Reserves P W D L F A Pts 
Brisbane Force 11 10 1 0 72 5 31 
Grange Thistle 11 7 3 1 35 10 24 
Annerley 11 6 3 2 37 14 21 

Southside Eagles 11 6 2 3 25 13 20 
Moggill United 11 6 2 3 27 20 20 
Bethania Rams 11 6 1 4 30 12 19 
North Pine 11 5 2 4 35 19 17 
Newmarket 11 5 2 4 24 13 17 
Samford Rangers 11 3 1 7 24 37 10 
Acacia Ridge 11 2 0 9 9 81 6 
Oxley United 11 1 1 9 6 56 4 
Slacks Creek 11 0 0 11 8 52 0 

Metro 1 P W D L F A Pts 
Souths United 11 9 1 1 34 10 28 
Pine Hills 11 9 0 2 28 11 27 
Bayside United 11 6 3 2 24 9 21 
Acacia Ridge 11 5 3 3 22 20 18 
Uni of Qld 11 5 1 5 17 19 16 
Brisbane Toro 11 5 1 5 16 19 16 
Clairvaux 11 4 3 4 35 24 15 
Kangaroo Pt Rovers 11 3 6 2 16 10 15 
Logan City Kings 11 3 2 6 21 22 11 

Wilston Athletic 11 2 4 5 14 26 10 
Park Ridge 11 1 1 9 7 45 4 
Taringa Rovers 11 0 3 8 8 27 3 

Metro 2 P W D L F A Pts 
Old Bridge 11 10 1 0 47 6 31 

Regents Park 11 9 0 2 61 15 27 
The Gap 9 7 1 1 23 8 22 
Brisbane Wolves 11 7 1 3 30 27 22 
Pine Rivers United 11 6 0 5 32 18 18 
Ridge Hills 11 5 0 6 18 19 15 
Redcliffe PCYC 11 5 0 6 31 36 15 
Grange Thistle 10 4 1 5 17 19 13 
Brighton District 11 4 0 7 12 37 12 
Newmarket 11 2 2 7 14 39 8 
Eastern Suburbs 11 2 0 9 15 47 6 
Mooroondu 10 0 0 10 4 33 0 

Metro 3 P W D L F A Pts 
Souths United 11 8 3 0 40 11 27 
Uni of Qld 11 7 2 2 29 18 23 
Taringa Rovers 11 7 1 3 37 18 22 
Brisbane Toro 11 6 2 3 31 24 20 
Wilston Athletic 11 5 4 2 19 19 19 
Clairvaux 11 5 3 3 19 16 18 
Kangaroo Point Rovers 11 4 2 5 21 14 14 
Pine Hills 11 4 1 6 21 27 13 
Bayside United 11 3 3 5 20 27 12 
Acacia Ridge 11 3 1 7 18 25 10 
Logan City Kings 11 2 1 8 19 36 7 
Park Ridge 11 0 1 10 8 47 1 
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TABLES TO 29th MAY 

Metro 4 P W D L F A Pts 
Brisbane Force 10 10 0 0 46 11 30 
Newmarket 10 9 0 1 40 8 27 
The Gap 9 7 0 2 27 12 21 
Bethania Rams 10 6 0 4 29 21 18 
Peninsula Power 11 6 0 5 23 24 18 
Grange Thistle 10 5 0 5 40 33 15 
Brisbane Strikers 8 4 2 2 16 10 14 
Annerley 11 3 2 6 17 22 11 

Regents Park 11 3 2 6 24 40 11 

Western Spirit 11 3 0 8 15 35 9 
North Pine 10 2 0 8 12 36 6 
Eastern Suburbs 11 0 0 11 10 47 0 

Metro 5 P W D L F A Pts 
Newmarket 11 8 2 1 32 12 26 
Slacks Creek 11 8 2 1 31 15 26 
Woodridge 11 6 2 3 38 18 20 
Albany Creek 11 5 4 2 18 14 19 
Old Bridge 11 5 3 2 24 14 18 
Ridge Hills 11 4 4 3 19 14 16 
Beenleigh 11 4 2 5 27 37 14 
Mt Graven 11 3 4 4 18 20 13 
Ipswich City 10 3 2 5 20 19 11 

Redlands United 10 2 3 5 20 29 9 
Southside Eagles 11 3 0 8 14 30 9 
Ipswich Knights 11 0 0 11 12 51 0 

Metro 6 P W D L F A Pts 
Rocklea United 11 11 0 0 77 4 33 
Grange Thistle 11 7 1 3 39 17 22 
Beenleigh 11 7 1 3 36 20 22 
Clairvaux 11 6 1 4 33 18 19 
Western Spirit 11 5 1 5 21 17 16 
Slacks Creek 10 5 1 4 20 33 16 
Albany Creek 11 4 2 5 22 27 14 
Capalaba 11 4 1 6 13 40 13 
Mooroondu 10 3 3 4 26 23 12 
Oxley United 11 3 0 8 21 33 9 
Brisbane Wolves 11 3 0 8 12 41 9 

Metro 7 P W D L F A Pts 
Moggill United 10 6 2 2 38 19 20 
Mooroondu 10 6 2 2 27 15 20 
Kanagaroo Point Rovers 10 5 3 2 26 12 18 
Ridge Hills 11 6 0 5 27 25 18 
Regents Park 10 1 2 7 12 30 5 
Brisbane Toro 9 0 3 6 9 38 3 

Russell Miner (left) 
of Palm Beach and 
Pine Rovers' Josh 
Rose jointly lead the 
scoring charts this 
month. Alex Panic 
has only added one 
to his total in the last 
few weeks and has 
allowed Miner and 
Rose to sneak 
ahead. 
No coincidence that 
their clubs occupy 
the top 2 spots. 

Premier Youth P W D L F A Pts 
Qld Lions 9 7 1 1 34 5 22 

Brisbane City 9 7 0 2 24 12 21 

Souths United 10 5 3 2 20 14 18 

Mitchelton 9 5 0 4 19 15 15 

Rochedale Rovers 8 4 1 3 20 10 13 

Brisbane Wolves 8 4 1 3 14 19 13 

Palm Beach Sharks 8 4 0 4 20 14 12 

Pine Rivers United 10 4 0 6 22 21 12 

Taringa Rovers 10 0 1 9 8 35 1 

Brisbane Strikers 7 0 1 6 4 40 1 

Division 1 Youth P W D L F A Pts 
Brisbane Force 9 8 1 0 33 6 25 

Eastern Suburbs 10 6 0 4 17 20 18 

Uni of Qld 10 5 2 3 20 14 17 

Ipswich Knights 9 4 4 1 21 13 16 

Peninsula Power 9 4 1 4 14 25 13 

Toowoomba Raiders 8 3 2 3 13 16 11 

Brisbane Olympic 9 3 1 5 22 21 18 

Redlands United 9 2 2 5 12 19 8 

Alabany Creek 10 1 4 5 16 21 7 

Mt Gravatt 9 1 1 7 13 26 4 

Division 2 Youth P W D L F A Pts 
Pine Rivers United 10 9 0 1 32 12 27 

Beenleigh 9 8 0 1 43 6 24 

Pine Hills 10 8 0 2 45 20 24 

Ipswich City 10 7 0 3 29 22 21 

Capalaba 10 6 0 4 35 16 18 

Toowoomba Raiders 10 5 1 4 32 24 16 
North Pine 10 4 0 6 25 24 12 

Slacks Creek 10 3 0 7 20 32 9 

Acacia Ridge 10 3 0 7 20 35 9 

Westside Sports 9 2 2 5 16 32 8 

Logan City Kings 10 1 1 8 18 56 4 

Redcliffe PCYC 10 1 0 9 10 46 3 

DING SCORERS 
Russell MINER - Palm Beach 12 

Joshua ROSE - Pine Rivers 12 

Alex PANIC - Rochedale Rovers 10 

Daniel FUNG - Palm Beach 9 

Michael GIALLOURAKIS - Toowoomba 9 

Masanori UCHIMURA - Souths United 9 

Reza AYSEN - Taringa Rovers 8 

Gregory THOMAS - Rochedale Rovers 8 

Craig SLAUGHTER - Souths United 7 

Greg DI-LOSA - Brisbane Strikers 6 

PigiiiiirLeague 

Palm Beach finished the month of May at the top of 
the Premier League ladder despite the previously 
undefeated Sharks sharing the points with 
Toowoomba in round 7 and suffering their first 
loss of the season to the Brisbane Strikers. 

Coach Karl Herdle however is still delighted with the way 
his side is grinding out results. 

"Ipm obviously still happy with the way the side is getting 
results especially 
the round 10 top of 
the table clash 
with Souths that 
we won 3-1 away. 
The., loss we had 
against the 
Strikers wasn't a 

bad loss, they 
scored a good goal 
and we couldn't 
get one back. A 
good side is 
judged by the way 
they bounce back," 
Herdle said. 

"Against Souths 
we played our 

normal passing game and stuck to our game plan. They 
played five in the middle of the park and we played four 
but we out played them, I was delighted. Our attacking 
discipline was perfect. When you play teams like Souths, 
Pine Rivers and Rochedale they are good football sides 
and you have to be at the top of your game to win," Herdle 
said. 

Russell Miner and Daniel Fung have been outstanding for 
Palm Beach so far this season with Miner leading the goal 
scoring tally with 12 and Fung also an impressive 9 goals. 
Herdle praised the efforts of his lethal strike force and 
believes the pair holds the key for the Sharks Premiership 
aspirations this year. 

"Miner and Fung score a lot of goals, but I put it back to an 

extremely hard working midfield who works their socks 
off to get quality balls to the pair and they put them away. 
They are two top class strikers who work very well 
together on the field. That is the difference this year, last 
year Miner was injured for six weeks and Fung finished 
second in the golden boot." 

"My boys are very unselfish, they look for each other and 

roundup 
pass the ball to someone else if they're in a better 
position. The trick to the way we play is the outside 
players, they work hard to create more room for Miner 
and Fung and they take advantage of it." 

The Sharks boast an impressive for and against record 
this season with 34 goals and just 5 conceded. "From the 
five goals scored most of them were our own mistakes. I 
think you need to give players the freedom to try things 
and make those mistakes though, if you hammer them 
and criticise them they lose confidence and self belief and 
my boys are young so you need to allow them to try things 
to be better players," Herdle stated. 

Another decisive factor for the Sharks this season is their 
close knit side that were together last season. 
"Queensland Lions have been the same, we only have 3 

new players in the 17 from last year," Herdle said. The 
obvious quality and service provided from new signing 
Brad Ditton for the Sharks is a plus, also centre back 
Bobby Bruce who signed from local Coast side Merrimac 
has been dynamite in defence and Matt Smith who 
previously played as an apprentice for four years with 
English club Portsmouth. 

Over the last month sides in the Premier League, 
including the Sharks, realise that they can be beaten 

It doesn't matter who you play 
though, if you are on top of the 

League everyone is going to 
come after you 

although this month doesn't look to have too many 
surprises in store for the competition leaders who face 
Taringa, Easts, University and Brisbane City. 

"It doesn't matter who you play though, if you are on top 
of the League everyone is going to come after you. If we 
can keep a high level of consistency than that will make 
the difference. Our strengths this year are our attacking 
discipline, if we don't have the ball we get players into 
positions to shut them down," Herdle said. 

Souths United hold second place in the League and it was 
a tough month for a side who suffered two losses to the 
hands of Taringa and Palm Beach. Souths began round 7 
with a crucial win over the Brisbane Strikers 2-1 who 
currently lie equal second with Souths. The month of May 
proved a tough time for Souths who were under full 
strength with injuries to both Craig Slaughter and Craig 
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Collins who have 
been influential 
for Souths this 
season. 
Bobby Hamilton's 
Brisbane Strikers 
kept up with the 
pace setters last 
month with three 
wins from four 
matches, 
including a 1-0 
win against Palm 

Beach away that 
was the highlight 
for the Strikers 
month. The 

Strikers proved that on their day they can match it with 
any side in the league and will be in the mix when it comes 
finals time. Greg Di Losa has been in top form with 6 goals 
so far this season and could hold the key for the Strikers in 

September. This month the Strikers will face some tough 
mid table contenders and will surely be tested by 
Mitchelton, the improving Wolves and Rochedale. 

Clayton Koch's Pine Rivers showed their true colours with 
an outstanding month to put them into the top four after 
some tough results from previous matches. Rivers have 
scored 17 goals over the month including 6 against 
Wynnum and 5 against both Easts and Rochedale and 
have relied on simply scoring more goals than their 
opposition. Rivers round 8 loss to Brisbane City looked to 
scare Koch's side into motion who have been working on 
defence over the past few weeks knowing that like last 
month his side will need to defend well in the tougher 
matches. Prolific goal scorer Josh Rose has scored 11 

goals so far this season and has had excellent support 
from Tim Smits who has received special mention from 
Koch several times. 

Kieren Cooper's Rochedale side have continued to travel 
well throughout May with two healthy wins against East's 
4-0 and University 4-1 and a hard fought win over current 
rivals Taringa 1-0 but have found it hard to contain the 
higher placed sides so far this season. That leaves the 

Rovers in a tough 
position with a vital 
month ahead taking 
on Anthony Roche's 
improving Wynnum, 
Mitchelton and 
league powerhouses 
Souths and the 
Strikers. Rochedale's 
Greg Thomas and 
Nick Maas have so far 
provided some 
excellent goals and 
time will tell whether 
the Rovers will have 
the depth and ability 
to push for a finals 
spot at the end of the 
season. 

Taringa Rovers Coach Alan Waller knew this month of 
football was going to be tough for his side that managed 
two wins from four matches including a hard fought 2-1 

win over Souths at Jack Speare Park. Taringa have slipped 
out of the top four and will find it difficult to claw their way 
back into contention for a finals spot with matches against 
Souths and Pine Rivers over the next month sure to keep 
the Rovers honest. Taringa striker Reza Aysen has scored 

8 goals so far this season but will need more support from 
fellow forwards if Taringa are to continue to win vital 
matches this month. 

Mitchelton started last month with a likely win against 
Brisbane City but went downhill fast the following week to 
Palm Beach who easily accounted for Greg Brown's side. 
To their credit, Mitchelton showed promise the following 
week with a 2-1 loss to Souths but were disappointed to 
share the points with Toowoomba after leading 2-0 at half 
time. Mitchelton will have to turn on something special if 
they are to climb into the top four by the end of the 
season. 

Anthony Roche's 
Brisbane Wolves take 
the prize for most 
improved last month 
with three consecutive 
wins to date pulling 
the Wolves out of the 
relegation zone to give 
his side the self belief 
and confidence that 
they have worked 
hard for. Wynnum 
accounted for East's 4- 
1 and continued to 
climb the ladder with a 

4-1 win at Toowoomba 
and a 4-0 defeat of 
struggling Brisbane City. Wolves will face stiff opposition 
over the next few weeks and know that Premier League 
points are going to be hard to come by. 

Toowoomba lead the bottom four and have struggled to 
get results this month following some hot and cold 
performances. Raiders Coach Peter Broadfoot described 
the match against Wynnum as "the worst Raiders 
performance I have ever seen", their lack of consistency 
the main concern for Broadfoot at this stage. 

The Tigers had little to roar about this month after failing 
to take any points and suffering 4 defeats including a 4-0 
drubbing by University who have won two matches 
consecutively and have successfully pulled the Tigers into 
the relegation battle. University are high in spirit and 
enthusiasm and if their efforts against East's are anything 
to go by the students could cause some upset results 
against the middle placed sides over the course of the 
season. 

Salvo Sotille's Brisbane City continue to lag at the bottom 
of the table and unfortunately for the sky blues they have 
an extremely difficult season ahead of them if they are to 
avoid relegation this year. 0 

division 1 

Mt Gravatt has continued their impressive form 
at the top of the Division 1 ladder with a solid 
month of good results. 

The promotion favourites took 6 points in the last 
three matches including 1-0 wins over Redlands and 

Rocklea but were forced to share the points with a 

tight 1-1 draw with the Western Spirit. Cameron Hunt 
and Shane Barnes lead the way for the Hawks with 
some impressive goals so far, both players will hold 
key roles for the Hawks promotion aspirations this 
season. 

Beenleigh have capped of an impressive month with 
two wins and a draw and maintain the pressure on Mt 

Gravatt at the top of the table. Beenleigh beat 

Peninsula 1-0 and have overtaken Peninsula in second 
place. Mark Cruse has been outstanding netting 12 

goals so far this season. Round 9 and 10 were also a 

highlight for Beenleigh who smashed Ipswich Knights 
7-0 and Albany Creek 5-1 and look to have their side 

prepared for an assault on the title after a great 
month. 

Peninsula Power slipped back into third after some 
tough results to date that has allowed Beenleigh to 
move into second spot on the ladder. Ben Dwyer has 

been a stand out goal scorer in Division 1 and will be 

called upon in the coming weeks to continue his good 
form for Coach Steve Faulkner. The Power accounted 
for Albany Creek 2-0 but was beaten by Ipswich 
Knights 2-0 and will be feeling the heat from both the 
Knights and Olympic who are all within a point of each 

other. 

Ipswich Knights have endured mixed results over the 
past few weeks disposing of Capalaba 3-0 before 

being outclassed 7-0 by Beenleigh and then returned 
to form with an impressive defeat of Peninsula Power 

2-0 to keep the fight for Division 1 supremacy tight. 

Frank Pimblett's Brisbane Olympic side pulled 
themselves to within a point of the top four after a 

month of good results. 

Olympic began their season looking for nothing less 

than promotion and they will look to the likes of John 

San Martin who leads from the front for Olympic with 9 

goals so far this season. 

Despite Capalaba managing just one win from their 
last three matches they continue to hold their 6th 

position over Redlands who have also struggled this 

month and are without a point from their last three 

by Anthony Kidd 

matches but have a vital game in hand against the 
Western Spirit that could boost Dave Allanson's side to 

just outside the four. 

Western Spirit took the points against The Gap with a 

1-0 win to boost them from the relegation fears and 

following the 1-1 draw with Mt Gravatt have looked 

like a side who are better than their current position 

suggests. The Spirit could ease the tension near the 

bottom of the table with a win over Redlands in a catch 

up game and should take the points against Rocklea in 

round 11. 

Albany Creek, Rocklea and The Gap have all continued 
to fight hard from the bottom of the table with little 
success. Albany Creek managed to share the points 
with Olympic, Rocklea took 2 points from their last few 
matches with The Gap the most successful of these 
sides with 4 points. These three sides will be eager to 
take points from each other to ease the tension when 
the time comes to avoid relegation. 

Ipswich City managed their first point of the season 

against fellow strugglers Rocklea but had their spirit 
crushed the following week loosing 7-1 to Olympic 
and The Gap 3-1 the previous week, Ipswich looking 
favourites for the wooden spoon this year. 0 
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division 2 
Brisbane Force continues to dominate Division 2 
increasing their lead to 4 points over Bethania 
Rams in the last month. 

The Force are clear favourites to win promotion after 
their 4-0 touch up of The Rams and remain the only 
undefeated team in the division. Force Coach John 
Ogden is aware of how crucial the win was, "It was an 
important result for us. We worked very hard and played 
some good football. It wasn't an easy game for us but we 
played well and deserved the result," Ogden said. 

Dave Blom leads the Division 2 goal scorers with 13 
goals so far this season and has been well supported by 
Kevin Meacock with 6 goals. "They are both performing 
well for us and are finishing off some nice team work, 
they are in good form which is a real plus. I think our 
backline of Jason Gillott, Daniel Conor and Micky Seeley 
along with keeper Michael McCullogh have also played 
well as we have only conceded 9 goals this year. 

Brisbane Force survived a scare in round 8 but fought 
hard to defeat Samford Rangers 3-2 and maintain their 
unbeaten record. Ogden has his sights set on promotion 
but understands the tough task that lies ahead and is 
aware that other teams will be out to bring down the 
high flying club, who also lead Division 2 Reserves. "We 
set ourselves promotion as our goal but we are taking it 
one game at a time and remain focused. No one is 
celebrating yet and the players have a great attitude to 
the game." 

Bethania Rams and Southside Eagles follow the Force 
closely and will need no invite to capitalise on any slip 
up's from John Ogden's side. Annerley have produced 
some good results to date and Newmarket is still well in 
the hunt despite their round 10 loss to Samford Rangers 
2-1. 

"I think Bethania are our main rivals but there are a 

number of teams who are tough this year. Everyone is 
capable and the league has certainly improved. The 
league is a lot more serious and professional than it ever 
was," Ogden said. 

Slacks Creek and Oxley United remain at the bottom of 
the Division 2 ladder and will need to produce miracles in 
round 2 if they are to avoid relegation. 

In Metro 1, South's United suffered their first loss of the 
season last month but continue to hold their place at the 
top of the table. Pine Hills held second spot on the ladder 
and the big movers this month Bayside United sit third. 
At the foot of the table Park Ridge have made little 
progress while Taringa have managed a few points over 
last months matches, yet both sides continue to 
struggle. 

by Anthony Kidd 

Old Bridge continues to streak ahead in Metro 2 and will 
face second placed Regents Park in the Metro Cup 
quarter finals that will surely provide a highlight this 
month. The Gap has two games in hand and could steal 
second from Regents Park if they win one of their two 
catch up games. 

South's United has gained control of Metro 3 followed 
closely by previous leaders Taringa and if Wilston 
Athletic can win their game in hand they will be well and 
truly in the mix this month. 

Brisbane Force continues to march on in Metro 4 
leading Newmarket by 6 points who have a game in 
hand. The Gap, with two games in hand, could make 
things interesting if they win either match. 

Slacks Creek lead Newmarket on goal difference alone in 
a close Metro 5 battle with both sides locked on 23 
points, while in Metro 6 Rocklea have jumped clear of 
Grange Thistle to lead by 8 points in an impressive 
month of football results. 

Metro 7 honours are still up for grabs with Kangaroo 
Point Rovers, Mooroondu and Moggill United all chasing 
glory. 0 

Just email your name, age, glove size and 
the answer to the below question to 

graham@redlionagencies.com.au for 
your chance to win. 

Question: Name the Socceroos 
goalkeeper who wears SELLS gloves 

K, SO I'M GOING TO HAVE A 
bitch again! What's new? 
This time it's about the 
Premier Cup. 

I have been reading with interest 
some comments made on the 
forums. It seems to me that 
some clubs are unhappy that 

they were 'forced' to enter the cup. It also 
seems to me that some clubs have decided to 
use the cup as just a friendly game and rest 
many of their players. 

Then I hear the questions about the format. 
Then, to really get me annoyed, I hear a team 
forfeited a game. Over the years, I have written 
many ideas regarding this competition, and what 
it should mean. I may be going over some 
points for a second time here, but what the hell, 
here goes. 

Firstly, the idea of a cup competition to me is 

simple. It is a chance to get away from the 
rigours of a normal league match. It is a chance 

We were all crying out for 
a proper FA Cup style 
competition. Well after 
many years we have finally 
got what we wanted and 
still we are not happy 

to maybe pit your wits against a team that you 
may not play during the regular season. If you 
are a lower division team it is a chance to test 
your standard of play. It is a chance to put one 
over on the so called 'big clubs'. 

You may look at the draw you have been 
handed and think you have no chance. How do 
you know this? Football is a funny game and 
strange things happen sometimes. A bad 
decision here, a send off there and so on. Who 

Coops on the 
Premier Cup 

knows, the big 
clubs might 
draw each other 
and leave you 
with a pathway 
to the latter 
rounds. This is 

the magic of the 
cup. I hear 
people saying that they are concentrating on 
promotion and therefore are resting a string of 
players in the cup game. Of course they are 
entitled to do this but let's be real. We play 22 
fixtures, and a few finals games each season if 
we are lucky. Surely this is not too much? 

Over the years, the Cup in Brisbane has taken 
on a few new ideas. I remember in the old days, 
we had seedings, groups, and cup games that 
doubled as league games. We've had it all. 

We have also had arguments from lower division 
clubs because they could not enter. 

At the time, we were all crying out for a proper 
FA Cup style competition. Well after many years 
we have finally got what we wanted and still we 
are not happy. I know as a player, the cup was 
always a great time for me. As a coach, I am no 
different. I am waiting with anticipation for the 
draw. I don't really want to get a big team, but I 
am nervous none the less if I get a lower 
division team. 

Can you feel the tension? This is what makes 
the cup so important, the luck of the draw. I 
wonder how many other players and coaches 
feel the same way I do? 

In the last round of games we had two instances 
which told me the different beliefs of clubs. 
Brisbane Force were drawn against a Premier 
League club in Brisbane City. Sure, City were not 
setting the league on fire at that stage, but a 

Premier League club nonetheless. Force made a 

big day of it and really promoted the event. 
They believed they had a real shot at knocking 
off a big gun and they went for it. It must be 
said that Force also had injuries. As it turned 
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out, City prevailed, but Force lost no friends in 

the way they went about it. On the same 
weekend, another club decided to forfeit. Can 
you believe it? A forfeit at this stage. 

To me there is no excuse. Surely this club could 
have fielded some type of team. Maybe I am 
being harsh, and maybe this club couldn't field a 

team. If the crisis was so bad I'm sure the 
governing body would have rearranged the 
game, but to forfeit the day before leaves little 
room for anything. This to me showed a distinct 
lack of interest in this fixture. 

Anyway, now that the dust has settled, let's talk 
about the future. I believe we are on the right 
track with the cup, but we could still improve. 
What do you think of this? 

12 Premier League Teams 

12 First Division Teams 

8 teams from Division 2 and below 
(a knockout system to get to the 8) 

This gives us 32 teams. Draw them out of a hat 
and play knockout until you reach the final eight. 
At this stage introduce the country teams. You 

will need eight of them also. Again drawn out of 
a hat, play knockout football until you have you 
two finalists. At the same time you can run the 
old Qantas Cup for the lower divisions. 

Adding further fuel to the fire, why not run a 

state under 19 cup as well. We are always 
complaining we have nothing for the younger 
players when they finish rep football at 16. 

This cup would also be knockout and maybe r 

on a similar format to the senior QId Cup. The 
rules would be simple. If a player is under 19 

can play, unless he has already competed in 

of the other cups. Play knockout football until 
the last two. 

Now we have three cup finals. One big day at. 

Perry Park as Cup Final Day. 

I know most of these ideas have been talked 
about before. I myself gave a draft of this to thf 
old QSF a few years back. It may be a tall order, 
and there may be obstacles but what the heck. 
If we don't put ideas forward that may improve 
our game then we will forever be sitting back 
having a whinge. 0 
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The BMS chief on getting the most out of the Premier Cup 

ITH THE SEASON HALF 
over it's a good time to 
remind ourselves of the 
achievements so far and 
reflect on the challenges 
that lie ahead. This season 
will be a lead into the 

Hyundai A -League and next year is a 
World Cup year. 

These events should have a huge positive effect on 
local football. It will only be positive if we are 
prepared to meet this opportunity and take full 
advantage of it. 
The need to plan ahead has never been more 
important. The BMS and Brisbane Zone 
organisations are working flat out on the 2006 - 
year. A raft of new proposals, to address some old 
entrenched problems, is on the way. 

How will your club meet the challenge? Are you 
prepared for the future? 

The Cup competitions are moving ahead and our 
hard working General Manager, Bruce Dinsdale, 
makes the following points. 

"Brisbane Men's Soccer is committed to creating a 

worthwhile Cup competition that generates 
publicity, interest and enthusiasm from clubs, 
players, spectators, media, business partners and 
the general sporting public." 

"Similar competitions around the world have 
achieved great success in achieving this by relying 
heavily on the romantic notion of 'Giant Killing', 
with teams and clubs given the opportunity to play 
teams outside of their regular division. They have 
built up a tradition and generate great expectations 
when the cup -ties come around." 

"It doesn't matter how your team or club are doing 
in the league, the cup gives players and supporters 
an opportunity to put their season form to one side 
and focus on one single match." 

"In our model, clubs are randomly selected to host 
double headers to give them the chance to create 
an 'event' that will attract larger than usual 

attendance. It also helps to create local and media 
interest and to make the promotion efforts more 
cost effective. 

Supporters of the game have the opportunity to go 
to a venue and see four teams play, not necessarily 
the ones they see every week." 
Lifting the status of the cup competition cannot 
happen without the support of the clubs. 

Clubs must take the competition seriously and set 
out to perform at their best, both in playing terms 
and in presentation if they are the host club. Only 
when the competition is seen as a stable and valid 
competition can we expect to attract the level of 
business support such a competition deserves. 

Clubs are therefore asked to fund the competition 
in the short term but the prizes are not just handed 
out to the winners. Eight teams get the chance to 

The cup gives players and 
supporters an opportunity 
to put their season form 
to one side and focus on 
one single match 

share some part of the prize money if they make 

the quarterfinals. Host clubs have the opportunity 
to create some revenue from the day. 

We don't say that you must field your regular first 
side because we understand that the cup is a good 

opportunity to rest players with niggling injuries, 

those close to suspension, or trial young or reserve 

players to assess their potential to play at a higher 

level. However those options are considered to be 

taking the competition seriously. 

The continuing credibility and worth of the 

competition rests with everyone. 

The development of the game rests with every club 

and we will only succeed if we all strive to improve 

every facet of the game for the benefit of all. Let's 

plan to make 2006 the best year ever. 0 

12 June 2005 Extra Time Extra Time June 2005 13 



mickybrock 
a week's a long time in football 

I 
RECEIVED A CALL FROM A FORMER NSL 
Referee on the Thursday evening in 
which he told me two more top grade 
refs would be leaving the A -League 
circuit after many years of duress. 

Con Diomis, top lad and a ref with a sense of 
humour, and Simon Micallef resigned from top flight 
football after the treatment they had been on the 
wrong end of. Diomis and Micallef, the former with one 
year of International football to go and the latter with 
eleven, cited many perceived wrong doing's for their 
decision, one which took many painful hours of soul 
searching. 

Micallef should have officiated at the last World Cup 
Final's as Australia's number one referee, but was 
overlooked for a 'younger' protégé. He was supposed to 
have attended an advanced FIFA workshop, by 
invitation only, into the future direction of the game but 
was overlooked for a 'younger' protégé. Getting the 
drift yet? Diomis, still rated highly by FIFA, was not 
even selected by the FFA to be in the 'A Panel' for A - 
League referees and was offered a second grade 
standing. 

Now I may be no genius, actually I am but modesty 
prevails of course, but the logic causing Australia to 
lose two fine officials so close to the new season is 

totally beyond me. I cannot list all the wrong -doings 
here as it would take far too much space, but it is a 

very sad day for the code when two such highly 
regarded officials are lost to us. 

I have to say that both have expressed a deep sense of 
loss but feel no antagonism toward their counterparts 
and wish them well in the future. The press conference, 
overshadowed by events at Gosford two days later and 
subsequently lost to the general public, was emotional. 

Indeed, the future looks 
very bright for supporters 
and I would certainly 
recommend getting along 
to the games 

Both will remain officiating in the NSW State League 
but one cannot help but wonder what might have beer 
I wish them both well in the future and look forward to 
catching up with both around the traps. 

Two days later saw many of us congregate at Express 
Advocate Stadium in Gosford for the preliminary rounds 
of the World Club Championship tournament. Managed 
to catch up with the esteemed editor of this mag 
(grovel, grovel....cheque in the post mate?), and to 
have one or two serious chat's with some of those 
present. 

Queensland Roar played bright, flowing, attacking 
football and but for some woeful finishing, to be 
expected after so long without any competitive 
matches, should have been two or possibly three up 
before Sydney FC netted their first. The two up front 
showed plenty of pace and positional sense and will run 
many a defence ragged this season. 

Indeed, the future looks very bright for their supporters 
and I would certainly recommend getting along to the 
games. I doubt you will be disappointed too often. 
Sydney FC will be stronger with Rudan marshalling the 
troops at the back and Dwight Yorke up front but, 
obviously, neither was on show and the side lacked a 

lot at this stage. Bigger and better will come, as I fully 
expect will be the same with the Roar. 

Central Coast and 
Newcastle Jets certainly set 
trends for derby matches 
and to be honest, the 
Mariners look capable of 
really giving the A -League a 

shake. Under Lawrie 
McKinna (right) the side 
had shape, purpose, 
commitment in spades and, 
shock horror, options! Take 
them lightly at your own 
peril. 

I will not touch on the broken leg incident as by now it 
will most certainly have been done to death and the 
detractors will have their poison pens at the ready. I 
will use a famous manager's quote here, but feel free 
to insert your own of course; "I didn't have a clear view 
of the incident." 

Two decent games when the dust had settled and the 
differing styles will please many. But it wasn't just a day 
of footie. Catching up with some old friends was terrific 
too. I recount the following because simply, I have to. 

I was chatting with Robbie Slater and Graham Arnold, 
whom I had worked with on and off since 1997, when 
who pops their head in? Steve McMahon, coach of 
Perth Glory. He began speaking with Slater, who 
obviously knew each other from their time in England 
and both being 'Pool fans. 

Now I don't now how to describe the feeling that just 
wells up inside of you sometimes but all I could think of 
was the final game of the 1988/89 season, Liverpool vs. 

Arsenal at Anfield. The 'Arse had to win 2 -nil to secure 
the championship, no other result would do. 

It's not that I am an Arsenal fan you understand, I 
simply had a season ticket for 10 -seasons JUST in case 

the crowd was looking a little short and the club 

You bloody did awfully well 
chaps, or words to that 
effect, erupt from those 
around me and the party 
begins 
needed my help and to this end I found myself at 
Anfield on the night. Half-time and it remained nil -all 
but on 52 -minutes Alan 'Smudger' Smith stooped low to 
head home. The Liverpool players surrounded the 
referee in an enormous show of petulance and the 
official went over to consult with the linesman. 
Thankfully the latter saw no sinning by the Arse boys, 
pure of thought, spirit, deed and defenders of the free 
world, and the strike was duly awarded. 

Arsenal kept creating chance after chance but 
Liverpool, the former forces of darkness until a year or 
two later when the rain capitol of England took over the 
mantle, tightened the screws and with a minute to go 
two things happened. 

David Pleat, former manager of the mob with the 
chicken on their boob whose name must never be 
uttered lest the end of the world be nigh, said: "After 
leading the competition for so long it is fitting Arsenal 
should win here tonight even though it won't be 
enough to secure the title." 

The other thing was, if you ever watch the highlights 
video of that game, none other than 'Macca' is seen 
screaming to his team-mates that there is only one 
minute to go, over and over again and holding up one 
very serious finger with a grimace on his dial that 
scares the crap out of me anyway. 

Was all lost? No chance. With 'one minute to go' and 
well and truly into stoppage time in reality, Mickey 
Thomas receives the ball, it bobbles, is almost 

intercepted but falls favourably and tucks it away past 
the despairing dive of Bruce Grobelaar. 
YES H HI You bloody did awfully well chaps, or words 
to that effect, erupt from those around me and the 
party begins. Arsenal, the best team of that season, 
finally had the Holy Grail within their grasp, if but 
fleetingly for a year. 

So there is Macca, chatting away with Robbie Slater 
and I'm absolutely certain not too many will have any 
idea of just how badly I wanted to walk a few paces 
away, as I wore my favourite Arsenal jacket, and shout 
over: "Steve, Steve, just a minute mate!" whilst 
waggling a sticky digit in the air and sporting a wicked 
smile across me boat. 

Thankfully, at my advanced age, sanity prevailed and 
the old emotions were kept in check, but my God it was 
bloody hard. It never ceases to amaze that even with 
more than 40 -years of football under my belt I am still 

as passionate about it and the urges it evokes within 
me. 

Happy days though. Two footie matches, decent 
football, controversy with referees and broken legs, 
serious chats, meeting up with mates old or new and 

harbouring such naughty thoughts. Does it honestly get 
any better than this? God I love football! 

McMahon - days numbered? 

A footnote to the McMahon story, the good oil is that he 

has upset a great many people in Perth with some 

cheap comments, allegedly, and his days there are 

numbered with many whispering 4 -weeks as early and 

six as best, strongly opinionated that he will NOT be 

there for the A -League season start. 

Be lucky 

Micky Brock 

PS. No mention of a certain team losing by seven, yes 

SEVEN, goals at Highbury. To a certain Editor of this 

magazine and please feel free to take umbrage with my 

musings. By the way, 'get that up yer' Pleaty. 

Arrrrgggghhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh! 
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THE SIGHTS, THE SOUNDS AND THE 
sensations that first made the short 
trousered version of the editor fall in 
love with football, are still very much 
alive in the wildly successful English 
Premier League. 

During a trip to the UK late last year (my first venture 
back to the 'Old Dart' in over a decade) I was itching to 
get a fix of EPL action to satisfy a craving that went far 
beyond just watching the actual game itself. It's the 
event, the atmosphere, the buzz, the few ales before 
the game, the wise cracks, the smells, the sounds, the 
fun of it all. 

I had intended to use my trips to the EPL football as 
research for this article, the original topic of which was 
to be on highlighting the differences between the UK 

and Australian game. It was immediately apparent that 
such an article was almost pointless, and even if it were 
to be written it would give War and Peace of run for its 
money in terms of size. 

We will never have here what they have there; cultural 
differences have seen to that. But can we take 
elements of the overseas leagues, and implant them 
into the Australian football experience? That's for the 
droves of incoming A -League fans to decide, but let's 
hope that we can inject some much -needed life into the 
atmosphere when our new national competition gets 
under way. 

The Australian game is not the only one to have 
undergone a revolution. Football Premier League style 
in 2005 is worlds away from the fare that was served 
up during the 1980s in the old Division One. Gone are 
the disintegrating terraces and gone are the pitches 
that made mud baths look grassy. Gone also are 
reasonable ticket prices with most games costing at 
least $60 to get in. 

Thankfully some things remain the same. The filling in 

the pies at most EPL grounds is still registering about 
200 degrees when you buy them, making it necessary 
to purchase your half-time pie about 30 minutes before 
kick-off in order to consume it at an edible temperature 
during the break. 

Ironically, the 'off the shelf' bottle of soft drink I 
purchased before taking my seat was too warm to drink 
at the time, but by midway through the second half had 

cooled considerably in the chilly autumn weather. It 
seems that the golden rule is to buy everything about 
an hour before you want to eat it. 

If that doesn't take your fancy, these days you can 
always treat yourself to a piping -cold hot dog, pizza, or, 

rather inevitably, a Big Mac. 

With such a lot at stake in every EPL match the 
atmosphere is understandably tense. The emotions of 
the fans go full circle in those crucial 90 minutes, but 
there is one element of the crowd noise that is still 
going strong and never fails to lighten the mood - the 
fan's shout. 

The shout can take many forms. From a derisory 
remark to a player or a scream at the referee, to a 

moment of sheer, unadulterated wit. Hidden amongst 
the football crowd are seemingly countless unearthed 
comedians. Some of course are only funny for about 3 

fleeting seconds of their otherwise reticent lives, but 
funny they are and what's more they sit amongst their 
audience. 

Some are constantly at it. They question every decision 
as if practising for their big moment when several 
hundred, perhaps thousand, fellow supporters will be 

entertained by their outburst. Others will sit there 
quietly for most of the match until an on -field incident 
suddenly pushes the madman button and he explodes 
into voice, often showering the next few rows with 
droplets of his spit as he projects his protestations like 

a man (or woman) possessed. 

CThe shout can take 
many forms. From a 
derisory remark to a 
player or a scream at 
the referee, to a 
moment of sheer, 
unadulterated wit 

The common denominator amongst the shouters (apart 
from those that just launch vulgarity at the players and 
officials) is the element of humour that is injected into 
even the most scornful affront. 

The shout is rarely just an out and out insult. It has to 
be tempered with a smattering of wit otherwise it ends 

up as pure profanity and there aren't too many people 
these days who just want to hear that. But the true 
shout is one of the beauties of going to the game. It's a 

laugh a minute and when a section of the crowd laugh 
together it seems to almost strengthen the bond 
between them. 

As the game kicked off (Everton v Preston, League Cup 
tie at Goodison Park) the shouters were limbering up 

the vocal chords. Tomas Gravesen weaves past 4 

defenders and fires a 25 yard screamer just over the 
bar. The crowd "000's" their frustration at the near miss 

but love the action all the same. 

Que shouter number one; "Tommy, if I came home and 
found you in bed with me wife, I'd tuck you in!" 

It was only heard by about 50 or so fellow fans in the 
immediate vicinity but all bellowed their approval, with 
several, rather alarmingly for their spouses, nodding in 

agreement. 

The game grinds on with Everton leading and playing 
all over their lower division opponents. Billy Davies, the 
Preston Manager, takes to the touchline 
needed tactical advice to his flagging troops. He 

retreats swiftly to the bench when another shout is 

aimed straight at him, "Sit down Billy you'll only make 
things worse!" 

I'm sure I saw a smile on the face of the Preston boss, 
but then again, perhaps it was wind. 

CTommy, if I came 
home and found 
you in bed with me 

wife, I'd tuck you in! 

In there somewhere is a born comedian 

There were plenty more of course, mostly aimed at 

individuals, harsh but light-hearted. A Preston 

midfielder was informed that he "couldn't trap a mouse 

with a ton of cheese", another, this time a striker after a 

particularly wayward shot, told that he "couldn't hit a 

barn door from 5 yards with a handful of gravel". 

Listening and enjoying it cast my mind back to some of 

the shouts of old. There are too many to remember but 

one that stood out for me in the 80's and still makes 

me chuckle today involved none other than Kenny 

Dalglish. 

The Liverpool v Everton derby game has just kicked off 
and Dalglish receives the ball about 10 yards from the 

touchline. Some wag screams, "Go home Dalglish 

you're past it." The maestro cuts inside and belts a 25 - 

yard swerver into the top corner. Silence among the 

Everton ranks except for our wag, "Well you're not as 

good as you were!" Priceless! 

The shouts weren't just confined to the actual match 

though. In fact, probably the best shout of the night 

was saved for the way home. As we wended our way 

out of the stadium on a wet and windy autumn night 

we passed a huge 10 foot statue of the Everton 

goalscoring legend Dixie Dean. 

"No wonder Dixie scored all them goals", says our 

anonymous comic, "Look at the size of him!" 0 
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pBRISBANE MENS SOCCER 

REMIER UP 

ROUND 2 FIXTURES 
Sat 11 June - McCook Park, Newmarket 
4.00pm Mt Gravatt v Annerley 
6.00pm Newmarket v Olympic 

Sat 11 June - Lanham Park, Grange 
4.00pm Capalaba v Eastern Suburbs 
6.00pm Grange Thistle v Pine Rivers 

Sat 11 June - Underwood Park, Rochedale 
5.00pm Brisbane City v Palm Beach 
7.00pm Rochedale Rov v The Gap 

Sun 12 June Eric Evans Reserve, Bundamba 
2.00pm Mitchelton v Souths United 
4.00pm Ipswich Knights v Peninsula Power 

Qualifying Round 
Grange Thistle 
Samford Rangers 
Peninsula Power 
Eastern Suburbs 

6 Oxley United 0 

3 Slacks Creek 0 

3 Redlands United 0 

2 North Pine 1 

Round 1 

Brisbane Olympic 2 

Newmarket 5 

Annerley 3 

Palm Beach Sharks 2 

Brisbane Force 1 

Moggill United 3 

Pine Rivers 4 

Souths United 
(Souths won on forfeit) 
Ipswich Knights 2 

Mt Gravatt 3 

(Mt Gravatt won on pens) 
Brisbane Wolves 1 

Uni of Qld 0 

Mitchelton 
Taringa Rovers 
Peninsula Power 
Samford 
Acacia Ridge 

3 

1 

3 

1 

0 

Plenty of cup action for football fans 
BRISBANE CITY COULD HAVE THEIR GRIP 
on the Premier Cup loosened somewhat 
when they take on Premier League pace- 
setters Palm Beach. 

At the time of writing, Salvatore Sottile's City 
side are yet to win a league fixture this term 
and can expect no favours from Karl Herdle 
and his Gold Coast charges. That said, this is 
the cup and anything can happen, but if the 
form book is anything to go by then Palm 
Beach should ease themselves into the Quarter 
Finals with the minimum of fuss. 

In the other game at Underwood Park, hosts 
Rochedale should easily account for The Gap 
and continue their march towards a second 
consecutive final appearance. Kieran Cooper's 
men will certainly be looking to make amends 
for last year's final loss, when they went down 
to City after disposing of Qld Lions en -route. 

Over at McCook Park in Newmarket, high flying 
Mt Gravatt take on Annerley and Hawks coach 
Graham Ross will be wary of a potential 
banana skin in this one. His team took a 
Premier League scalp in the last round but this 
one could prove to be very tricky. 

Ipswich City 

Bethania Rams 1 

Albany Creek 1 

Beenleigh 
Brisbane City 
Grange Thistle 
Western Spirit 1 

Southside Eagles 

Rocklea United 0 

Toowoomba 3 

Rochedale Rov 2 

Eastern Suburbs 
Brisbane Strikers 
The Gap 

Capalaba 

The same can be said for Frank Pimblett's 
Olympic outfit who could easily come unstuck 
against home side Newmarket, who thumped 
Bethania Rams 5-1 to secure a home tie 
against the Premier League hopefuls. 

Grange Thistle will be fearing the worst when 
they face a strong Pine Rivers in the other 
Saturday double-header. Rivers will have their 
eye on some silverware this year and the 
Premier Cup may well present their best 
opportunity of getting their hands on some. 

3 

2 

3 

4 

In the earlier game, Capalaba will have the 
whiff of giant -killing in their nostrils when they 
lock horns with an inconsistent Easts. The 
Tigers will be nervous going into this one after 
only narrowly dealing with North Pine in the last 
round. 

On Sunday, Bundamba is the place to be when 
Mitchelton go head to head with Souths, in 
what should be a cracker of a match. 

Ipswich Knights then take on Division 1 rivals 
Peninsula Power at 4.00pm with both sides 
more than capable of furthering their cup 
ambitions if they win this one. 0 

METRE COP 
:ualifying Round 

astern Suburbs M2 0 Bayside M1 2 

Nilston M3 0 Gap M2 0 

Gap won on pens) 
Logan City Kings M1 1 Brisbane Wolves M2 4 

Mooroondu M2 3 Oxley M6 0 

Round 1 

Ridge Hills M5 1 Clairvaux M1 
Park Ridge M1 1 Brisbane Toro M1 
Pine Rivers M2 1 Taringa Rovers M3 
Pine Hills M1 0 Kangaroo Pt M3 
(Kangaroo Point won on pens) 
Souths United M1 4 Annerley M4 
Regents Park M2 12 Slacks Creek M6 
Uni of Qld M3 2 Bayside M1 
Gap M2 1 Ridge Hills M2 
Uni of Qld M1 1 Kangaroo Pt M1 
Moggill M7 0 Grange Thistle M2 
Brisbane Force M4 1 Old Bridge M2 
(Old Bridge won on pens) 
Wilston M1 2 Rocklea M6 
Newmarket M4 5 Clairvaux M3 
Slacks Creek M5 3 Brisbane Wolves M2 
Acacia Ridge M1 8 Moorondu M2 
Taringa Rovers M1 1 Brighton M2 

2 

4 
2 
0 

0 
0 
1 

0 

3 

4 
1 

1 

2 
1 

0 
2 

Round 2 
Souths United M1 13 
Acacia Ridge M1 4 
Newmarket M4 2 
Old Bridge M2 8 

Grange Thistle M2 2 

Brighton M2 
Wilston M1 
Kangaroo Pt M3 
Taringa Rovers M3 
Kangaroo Pt M1 

1 

0 
0 

2 
(Grange Thistle won on pens) 
Clairvaux M1 2 Uni of Qld M3 2 

(Clairvaux won on pens) 
Regents Park M2 2 Gap M2 0 

Slacks Creek M5 2 Brisbane Toro M1 1 

ROUND 3 FIXTURES 

Sat 11 June - Meakin Park, Slacks Creek 

4.00pm Clairvaux M1 v Souths Utd M1 

Sat 11 June - Meakin Park, Slacks Creek 
6.00pm Old Bridge M2 v Regents Park M2 

Sat 11 June - McCook Park, Newmarket 
1.30pm Newmarket M4 v Brisbane Toro M1 

Sun 12 June Lanham Park, Grange 

1.30pm Grange This. M2 v Acacia Ridge M1 

BRISBANE CITY 

oittSB A pit 

SOCCER CLUB 

8 out of 12 support Buffalo 
Who do you support? 

Pighilerteague 
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2005/06 HOME GAMES 
at Suncorp Stadium 

Rd 1 28/08/05 
Rd 4 18/09/05 
Rd 5 23/09/05 
Rd 7 01/10/05 

Rd 9 22/10/05 

Rd 10 29/10/05 
Rd 13 20/11/05 

Rd 15 01/12/05 

Rd 18 15/01/06 

Rd 19 21/01/06 

Rd 21 04/02/06 

3.00pm 

3.00pm 

8.00pm 

8.00pm 

7.35pm 

7.35pm 

6.00pm 

7.00pm 

6.00pm 

7.00pm 

7.00pm 

vs New Zealand Knights 

vs Melbourne Victory 

vs Sydney FC 

vs Central Coast Mariners 

vs Adelaide United 

vs Perth Glory 

vs Newcastle lets 
vs New Zealand Knights 

vs Melbourne Victory 
vs Sydney FC 

vs Central Coast Mariners 

Full ROAR draw available at wvvw.cidroar.com.au 

Corporate Boxes and Suites now available for ROAR 
home games. Contact Gareth Ball on 0414 860 512 

4000 
A -LEAGUE 

a new era for Football 
in Australia 

Hyundai A -League is coming... 

CORPORATE ENTERTAINMENT 

SUNCORPS mum! 
Interested in Corporate Suites, Boxes or Signage at Suncorp 
Stadium for Queensland Roar's historic first season in the 
Hyundai A -League? 

Contact Gareth Ball - Queensland Roar Corporate Business 
Manager on 0414 860 512 or gball@q1droarcom.au to 
discover a new world of corporate entertainment. 

The world game is coming to Brisbane and it all 
kicks off on August 28 when the Roar take on 
New Zealand Knights. 

To make sure you have the best seats in 
the house for your valued clients secure 
your Corporate Suite or Box by phoning 
Gareth Ball on 0414 860 512 now. 

Boxes start from $5,280 (8 person, 11 games) 

Suites start from $15,400 (14 person, 11 games) 

Signage starts from $2,500 (6m Western Stand, 11 games) 

Phone Gareth Ball now on 0414 860 512 

JOIN THE FOOTBALL 
REVOLUTION 

www.q1droancom.au 

AT 
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NITED WE STAND.... CARRYING ON LIKE THE 
labour party caucus, it's back to the back -blocks 
of Australian football for us. I'm talking of the 
infighting highlighted lately by ourselves at local 
level and also by the hooligan element in 
Sydney. 

Of course, everyone has his or her view but the profile of 
football seems to me to be much higher than even say 6 
months ago. Likely, is this is a combination of becoming 
football, not soccer, the big names of Australian rugby having 
joined the world game and media coverage actually increasing? 

As such, everything we do or say is being minutely scrutinized. From the CEO's to 
groundsmen, the A -grade to the has-beens. All are watching to see us put a boot 
wrong. Then the media will say, "I told you so," we will hang our heads and go back 
to being little old soccer. In the past if someone had a gripe I might have said, "Ah 
well, you get that," and forget about it. Today, I would say, "For the love of the game, 
think!" 

Hearing the grumbles around the patch about ET, the natural reaction is, "You can't 
expect to please everyone." On the other hand, judging by the complaints, ET is 
obviously being very widely read! This to me is a positive sign. If our gripes are all 
about who's getting the major promotion in the local rag, the major issues of recent 
years have obviously been put to bed. 

All the publicity in 
the world is no 
good without t 
support of you 
people 

But publicity be damned! It's 
support we need. And visible 
support. All the publicity in 
the world is no good without 
the support of your people. 
We are no longer the poor 
relation of the football world 
and we are now, without 
doubt, a viable threat to the 
traditionally bigger codes. 
More on this a bit later. 

Media coverage has 
increased over the last few 

months at the expense of the other codes and they know it. We, apparently don't. A 
recent succession of events has reminded me of Newton's Third Law, that you might 
consider in terms of promotion of the game i.e: Every action has an equal and 
opposite reaction. 

Firstly, interchange. Human nature being what it is, this new ruling is being widely 
abused and it detracts from the legitimate status of the game to a worldwide 
audience. If you're a coach worth your salt, you take every advantage of the rules so 
it is the rules that are the problem. The sound idea of allowing for our weather and 
giving younger players a go has been ruined by blatant overuse. The players are 
coming and going at such a rate that I'm going to ask our groundsman to put up a 
revolving door outside the dugout and connect up a turbine to power up the lights. 
It's unsupportable. 

Referees: A dearth of refs exists in Brisbane. Watching the spiteful FA cup semifinal 
game between Arsenal and Blackburn Rovers, I began to see why. The Rovers 
seemed more intent on crippling the Arsenal captain rather than playing football and 
at every decision, the players rounded on the ref like sharks circling a baited line. 

Time and again, the ref backed off hoping to defuse the situation and keep the 
players on the pitch. It's not often in your career you get to play in an FA Cup semi 
final. Was this appreciated? Well, yes and no. No, the professionals have quite 
forgotten that they are earning fantastic amounts of money the ref couldn't dream of 

Sharon 
Jackson 

wonders like 
most of us why 

we insist on 
division 

and have all become Oscar nominees. But yes, the local 
-eaction was that the scenario played itself out at the 
next local fixture as per their heroes. I think we need to 
;end our refs off to the Pierluigi Collina School of 
refereeing for a week and give them a pay rise. Yes, 
painful, I know and we all want our money's worth. But 
after all, if you pay peanuts... It's refs we need to 
attract, not monkeys. 

7oor sportsmanship: Sports air time and media space is 

as fiercely fought over as any derby game and if we are 
o stand any chance of mainstream coverage, we must 

necome aware of how small incidents will become epics 
n'the making. Past events will be dragged out yet 
:gain and the game overshadowed once more. Ask 
,;ydney Utd or even Lee Bowyer's PR manager. 

`ot looking good is it? So let's look on the bright side 
nd thankfully, there are many reasons to. Again recent 
vents have highlighted this. 

egistrations: As said earlier we are no longer the poor 
alation of football and in fact, there are more than 
40,000 reasons why. 540,000 people are registered to 
lay football in Australia in 2005. 

his is an incredible number and you can think of it in a 

,umber of ways. It's over half a million people, one in 

forty of all Australians and more than the population of 
Tasmania, but it really hits home when then I tell you 
that all the other football codes put together have only 
600,000. 

We are growing at an amazing rate, especially with our 
youngsters. Quite apart from the much needed revenue 
they bring, where do your elite come from if the grass 
roots are not tended to from a young age? In NSW for 
example, registrations are up 8%, ensuring the future 
of the game. Support for the youngsters is vibrant, 
strong and moreover, united. 

International football: The eagerly awaited return from 
injury of heroes Mark Viduka and Harry Kewell has had 
great media coverage and their names have even been 
uttered in public bars formerly only known to AFL fans. 
Should their next performances stand up to their 
reputation, we will all stand behind them. 

We have the greatest 
game in the world. 
Surely we can give it 
the greatest, united 
support in the world? 
Global football: It isn't called the world game for 
nothing. Football is played in 194 countries across the 
globe. I can't think of 194 countries never mind name 

them. But I do remember that the smallest country in 

the world is the Vatican City recently in conclave to 
choose a new leader. Yeah right! Those smoke rings are 
nothing but a smokescreen. In his young days, his 

holiness Jean Paul II was a talented keeper for his 

country. 

I reckon all the bishops have hitched up their skirts and 

are running about on a marble pitch underneath St. 

Paul's. The Swiss guards are the refs and whoever 
scores the winner gets to be Pope. Pope Benedict, I 

think, has pulled a swifty here since he is fluent in 10 

languages, the ref couldn't send him for swearing. The 

point is, however, they're all singing from the same 

hymn sheet. 

If we are growing at a phenomenal rate, how do you 

think the game is going where football is the number 

one code? 

Reading Coop's brilliant and discerning article last 

month makes me despair of pleasing anyone, anytime 

and how anyone fields a team in the first place is 

looking like a miracle. Agree to disagree by all means 

but just pause a moment and think of Newton before 

you throw a divisive sideline issue to the waiting 

media's jaws. We don't need hidden conclaves, hymn 

books or anymore petty infighting. We have the 

greatest game in the world. Surely we can give it the 

greatest, united support in the world? 0 

footballtusion 
brisbane's only football radio show 

For all the latest local soccer news tune into football fusion with Brenton Wilson, Bruce 

Dinsdale & Garry Johnson every Saturday morning at 9.00am on 101FM. 

Competion prizes generously donated by Buffalo Sports Qld 

footballfusion@ozemail.com.au 
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Soccer 
Queensland 

Soccer Queensland's new President, Dennis O'Brien, gives us an insight into 
recent developments at State level 

I 
TAKE A GOOD DEAL OF PLEASURE 
in writing this first column as 
President of Soccer Queensland. In 
the May Issue, my eminent 
predecessor, Geoff Foster, closed his 
comments by observing that we're 
embarking on a new and exciting 

chapter of soccer history. So we are, with the 
restructure behind us, the Hyundai A -League to 
commence soon, a looming national move into 
Asia, and growing playing numbers. However, I 
can assure the football community that the new 
Board won't allow optimism to become 
complacency. 

Much has been achieved in the last few years 
both nationally and in Queensland and it is vital 
that we continue to build on those successes. In 
Queensland, Geoff can feel justifiably proud of 
the work he has done as President to move the 
Company from a precarious financial position to 
a sound (but not yet healthy) one and to achieve 
the organisational and constitutional transitions 
that have been made. 

The 2005 Board is a strong one and is 

determined to continue the good work. I will try 
to keep you informed on progress through this 
column and look forward to your feedback. 

I can see at least five keys to future success: 
financial propriety; enhanced organisational 
arrangements; improved communication; 

attention to 
players and 
officials; and 

acknowledgement and support for our huge 
volunteer base. 

The Board has already demonstrated a 

commitment to continuing the strong financial 
management that characterised Geoff's 
Presidency, through the establishment of a 

Finance and Audit Committee of the Board. 
Organisationally, we depend on clubs, 
Competition Management Centres, and Zone 
Councils for the day-to-day management of the 
game. The Board will be finalising arrangements 
with Zones in the near future and Zones will 
develop clear relationships with CMC5 and Clubs. 
As a principle we are committed to maximising 
the authority and responsibility of Zones while 
insisting that they work within an agreed State 
framework. The Board is committed to 
increasing our player base with a consequential 
need for more officials and to ensuring that 
players and officials have the opportunity to 
develop their skills to the maximum level 
through appropriate pathways. 

Our volunteer base has been the glue that holds 
the game together. They're not only 
extraordinarily capable but absolutely necessary. 
I am committed to developing strategies to listen 
to the views of volunteers, support and train 
them, and find appropriate reward mechanisms 
for them. 

There is much to be done, but the times and 
opportunities suggest it will be enormous fun. I 
look forward to playing a small part in football's 
future. 0 

Queensland Government 
Getting more people active 
through sport and recreation 

national 
QANTAS YOUNG SOCCEROO SQUAD FOR 
FIFA WORLD YOUTH CHAMPIONSHIP 
ANNOUNCED 

National Youth Coach Ange Postecoglou has named his 
Qantas Young Socceroo (Australia U/20) squad for this 
month's FIFA World Youth Championship in the 
Netherlands. 

.The standard 21 -player list has been expanded by one 
with illness forcing midfielder Stuart Musialik out of the 
tour of South Korea later this month, with the 
Newcastle United Jets midfielder included in the World 
Championship squad subject to fitness. 

Two uncapped players have been included in the roster 
with midfielder Shane Huke of English Division One club 
Peterborough United and former Brisbane Striker 
Russell Woodruffe, now with Hyundai A -League club 
Central Coast Mariners, yet to make their debut for the 
Qantas Young Socceroos. 

Other notable inclusions are Spase Dilevski who has 

just completed a spell at English Premier League club 

Tottenham Hotspurs and who featured for Australia at 
last year's Olympic games, plus Queenslander David 
Williams who was top scorer at the recent Oceania 
U/17 World Championship qualifying tournament. 

The squad contains 12 Hyundai A -League players as 

well as seven players based in England, with striker Jay 
Lucas of NSW Premier League club Marconi Stallions 
completing the roster. 

"Apart from injuries I'm very happy with the way squad 
is coming together," said Postecoglou. 

"Preparation is the key and to be fair we have had a 

good preparation as a team. Having said that the 
players have been hindered a little by the lack of a 

national competition but overall I'm happy with where 
we are as a unit. 

"Our first focus is to get out of the group stage and 
then face each hurdle as they come. The team are 
pretty much playing the way I would like so from that 
perspective I'm very happy with our progress." 

The full squad is: 

Goalkeepers: Daniel Vukovic (Central Coast Mariners), 
Justin Pasfield (Sydney FC), Adam Federici (Reading, 
England) 

Defenders: Mark Milligan (Sydney FC), Trent 
McClenahan (West Ham), Adrian Leijer (Melbourne 
Victory), Jacob Timpano (Sydney FC), Aaron Downes 

(Chesterfield), Ryan Townsend (Burnley) 

Midfielders: Stuart Musialik (Newcastle Utd Jets)*, 
Vince Lia (Melbourne Victory), Billy Celeski (Perth 

Glory), Kristian Sarkies (Melbourne Victory), Chris 
Tadrosse (Melbourne Victory), Spase Dilevski 

(unattached), Ruben Zadkovich (Notts County), James 

Wesolowski (Leicester City), Shane Huke (Peterboro') 

Forwards: Jay Lucas (Marconi Stallions), Nick Ward 

(Perth Glory), David Williams (QAS), Russell Woodruffe 
(Central Coast Mariners) 

* Subject to fitness (not travelling to South Korea) 

Stand-by players: 
Ben Griffin (Queensland Roar), Chris O'Connor (Bray 

Wanderers), Joel Theissen (Central Coast Utd), 

Matthew Deegan (Adelaide Blue Eagles), Nikolai Topor- 

Stanley (Belconnen Blue Devils), Jordan Simpson 

(Queensland Roar), Mark Bridge (Newcastle Utd Jets) 

SYDNEY FC WIN FIFA CLUB WORLD 
CHAMPIONSHIP, AUSTRALIAN 
QUALIFYING TOURNAMENT 

Sydney FC will represent Australia at the Oceania 

qualifying tournament for the 2005 FIFA Club World 

Championship, following a narrow 1-0 win over Central 

Coast Mariners in the final of the Australian qualifying 

tournament. 

A goal after 18 minutes from midfielder David Carney 

was all that separated the teams in a hard-fought 
match played in front of just under 10,000 spectators. 

The eight team Oceania tournament will be played in 

Tahiti May 30 - June 10 and feature eight teams. 

Sydney FC will line-up in Group A alongside New 

Zealand's Auckland City, Sobou of Papua New Guinea 

and AS Pirae. Group B will consist of Vanuatu's Tafea, 

Solomon Islands' Makuru, AS Magenta of New 

Caledonia and AS Mau ura. 

The winner of the Oceania tournament will then 

compete at the FIFA Club World Championship to be 

held in Tokyo, Japan from 11 December - 18 December 

alongside representatives of the five other FIFA 

confederations. 

Last month Costa Rica's Deportiva Saprissa was the 

first team to qualify for the tournament when they won 

the CONCACAF Champions Cup. 

The most high profile participant in the tournament will 

be decided on May 25 when the final of UEFA 

Champions League will be played between Italy's AC 

Milan and a Liverpool side that could feature Qantas 

Socceroo Harry Kewell. 

There will be a minimum appearance fee of $1 million 

for each of the six representatives that will compete in 

the 2005 FIFA Club World Championship. 0 
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Dear Readers, 

Whether the much anticipated Hyundai A -league 
succeeds or not, is entirely up to us... the fans of 
the game. 

The Queensland Roar Supporters Club are trying 
to tap in to the enormous reservoir of football 
support in Queensland. 

Everyone remembers the 42,000 crowd at Lang 
Park in 1997 for the Grand Final. We aim to do 
that again. We want to make Suncorp Stadium a 
fortress, and fill the place with our chants, 
atmosphere and team colours. 

We have been developing our website, mailing 
list, chants, and drinking holes, and now we are 
ready to welcome our fellow fans to the club. 

All supporters club members will gain 10% 

Write to: ExtraTime, PO Box 128, 
Petrie, Qld 4502 

Email: extratime@odyssey.com.au 

discount on merchandise and match tickets 
(including season tickets), access to social events, 
social membership of the Queensland Lions, a 
much better sense of involvement on match day, 
thousands of new friends, and a lot more besides 
all that! 

All readers who are interested in joining the 
supporters club should check out 
www.roarfans.com.au 
or email 
membershipqldroarsc.com.au 

We welcome you all to join us now, to celebrate 
the most exciting opportunity for Queensland 
football in our lifetimes. 

Regards, 

Rian Kelly 
(On behalf of The Roar Supporters Committee) 

Jerzy Dudek - Liverpool 
for your nearest stockist phone Red Lion Agencies (07) 3245 6996 

New range released June 20 see it now at www.sellsgoalkeeperproducts.com 

Long time soccer sage Eric Sinclair on accountability and 
responsibility, the difference between the two and how 
they affect us 

NCE UPON A TIME, IN THE 
days of my youth (this is 
where I would expect the 
editor to insert some 

outrageous and grossly exaggerated 
comments regarding my age), and 
later as I sought to advance my 
education to keep in touch with the 
lemands of my occupation, I studied 
management in all its forms. 

during each of these courses, at one stage or 
another, the words accountability and 
-esponsibility, along with other phrases like the 
devolution of powers, and functional authority 
cropped up. We were advised that responsibility 
can be delegated downwards, powers can be 
delegated upwards, i.e. the devolution of power. 
With that devolution goes what is referred to as 

functional authority. This functional authority is 

usually placed into the hands of a person or 
persons with expertise in a particular area. 

Football clubs can be a good example of this if 
properly run, and, a poor example if not. For 
example, the board of directors in an 

incorporated club, or a committee in one not 
incorporated would delegate certain portfolios to 
members who had expertise in certain areas. 
E.g. grounds, finance, football, etc. 

Therefore the board has delegated responsibility 
for seeing that its powers in that particular area, 
according to the constitution of the club, have 
devolved to that director. He is then accountable 
to the board for the proper handling of that 
portfolio. Others under his leadership would be 

responsible for the tasks delegated by him to 
them, and would be accountable to him for the 
proper performance, or otherwise, of those 
tasks. Problems arise when others interfere in 

the areas in which they have no authority. 
Hence the adages that, the dogs cannot work 

for two masters, and that a camel is a horse 
designed by committee. We have all seen, and 

continue to see, poor examples of management 
within clubs, but very rarely see good examples 
of it. The shining example of good management, 
and anyone that knows me will know how much 
it pains me to admit it, is Queensland Lions, or 
should I say Queensland Roar. 

The accountability part of this piece is 

adequately inferred in paragraph (e) in the Part 

headed club discipline, subheading, General, of 
the Brisbane Men's Soccer Disciplinary Policy, 

which states inter alia.. "Clubs shall be 

ultimately responsible for the behaviour of club 

members and supporters." This in law is referred 

to as the vicarious liability. There have been 

several instances during the past couple of 
seasons in which clubs have been held 

accountable for the actions of their members for 

incidents which did not occur on the field of 
play, and for which BMS could not take direct 
action against the offenders. A few clubs which 

have become aware of such incidents have 

instituted their own internal disciplinary action 

prior to the incidents being reported to BMS. 

This responsible action on their part has been 

taken into consideration by the Local Organising 

Committee and Appeal Bodies when determining 

sanctions, or indeed appeals against the 

sanctions which have been applied and appealed 

against. 

My advice to clubs is to take action against 

offenders in our field incidents before they come 

to the notice of the BMS and this 'responsible' 

action will be taken into consideration when they 

are being held 'accountable' by BMS. 

I'm looking forward to a good second half of the 

season, and to a Premier League not dominated 

by any one team. May the best team win, and 

may they be wearing gold and black, as well as 

having a bearded, grey auld fart as Patron. 0 

www.brisbanemenssoccencom.au 
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OT A WEEKEND GOES BY 
where a referee doesn't 
get up someone's nose for 
either calling a foul or not 
calling a foul depending 
on who is upset by the 
decision. On many 
occasions you hear the 
same people yell out; 
"Hey ref learn the rules." 

It is evident that the person yelling is in need of some 
assistance themselves in this area since we don't have 

When it comes to the process of consideration, 
recognition and any subsequent action, it is a little 
more involved that just reading 'the rules'. Were it as 

easy as the pundit on the hill would have us believe 
then we would not have the continual controversy that 
we have week after week after week. 

FIFA has outlined in Law 12 that there three types of 
tackles for referees to adjudicate, those that are 
careless, those that are reckless and those with 
disproportionate force. 

The FIFA Technical Committee suggests that as a 

general rule of thumb, careless tackles will usually only 
bring a free kick. Reckless tackles will usually be dealt 
with by a caution and any tackle that disregards the 
safety of the opposition player (with disproportionate 
force) comes under serious foul play and is a red card 
offence. 

There will be tackles however that fall into the grey 
area between careless/reckless and similarly between 
reckless and disproportionate force. It is precisely here 
that there will always be inconsistency. We will always 
have referees who see these tackles differently and 
sanctions will therefore vary accordingly. 

However, there is a consideration process referees use 
to assist them in adjudicating some of these 'difficult to 
assess' tackles that supporters and players alike do not. 

Top referee 
Ted Kearney 

tackles the art 
of tackling 

Referees are briefed to consider the following: 

SPEED: 
A referee must not only to be aware of the speed of the 
game but also the speed of the players at the time of 
contact. 

For one example the tackler can sometimes be static 
while the attacker is at high speed when a tackle is 

made, in these circumstances making that tackle look 
worse than it really is. This can cause a referee to take 
more severe action than perhaps is necessary or fair. 

There are instances where the attacker is simply too 
good for the defender and his speed of movement can 

be the cause of the tackle going wrong. 

Referees are encouraged to be vigilant and sympathetic 
in these instances whereas supporters of the tackled 
player will always see it more seriously and in a lot of 
cases demand a caution. 

INTENT: 
Despite the word being now deleted from the text in 

Law 12, the intention of the player making the tackle is 

still a vital consideration for referees when assessing 
the severity of a tackle and any subsequent sanction 
possibilities. 

AGGRESSION: 
A referee must assess whether the aggression of the 
tackler is controlled or otherwise. Is the player making 
the tackle aiming his aggression at the ball or at the 
opposition player? (Similar to intent) 

CARELESS, RECKLESS OR USING EXCESSIVE 
FORCE: 
A referee must consider these three areas as was 
outlined earlier. 

POSITION OF THE TACKLER: 
We need to also observe not only the angle from which 
the tackler approaches the tackle and the opposition 
player but also the position on the field and whether 
the tackle occurs whether it is in the critical third or in 

le middle of the park therefore having a direct bearing 
n what sanction we may or may not consider. 

)PPORTUNITY TO PLAY THE BALL: 
referee will need to access whether the tackler had a 

sal opportunity to play the ball when making the 
ackle therefore being able to differentiate whether it is 

careless, reckless or otherwise. 

ATMOSPHERE OF THE MATCH: 
This applies not only to how large the crowd may be 

and any noise factor but also with respect to the spirit 
that this particular game is being played. 

CONTACT: 
Finally, a referee must decide whether there is any 
contact with the ball before there is contact with the 
player or in fact whether there is any contact at all at 
times. If a referee feels that the contact with the ball is 

first and the subsequent contact with the player is 

consequential there will be no foul awarded. He must 
De satisfied that the contact is consequential rather 
,han dangerous. 

This part of the process alone will vary greatly at times 
depending on where a person is situated when they 
see the incident. What can look like contact and a foul 

from one side can be easily seen as no contact or 
consequential contact from another. A supporter will 

see some tackles as a good tackle, but the referee may 
see contact with the player first and adjudicate it as a 

The next time you see a foul 
and you disagree with the 
decision, rather than just 

assuming the referee is an 
idiot, try to see what he saw 

foul. This aspect of our game will never change. 

A lot to think about but all relevant in being able to get 
it right. Will we always get it right? No, this is not 

possible. There are many instances where one referee 

will see an incident one way and another referee will 

see exactly the opposite. 

The development process of referees concentrates 

much of the time in this area of the game because it is 

the most controversial and causes us most grief. The 

next time you see a foul and you disagree with the 

decision, rather than just assuming the referee is an 

idiot, try to see what he saw. I don't expect that you 

will suddenly agree with him but you might just have 

some compassion for his task. At seminars referees 

themselves have trouble agreeing on many tackle 

scenarios, so it is no wonder that we cannot please 

every supporter, nor should we try. We are not there to 

please everyone, we are there for the game and once a 

referee loses sight of that fact then that is when he or 

she should move on. 0 

Metro -Sports Supplies 
SOCCER & SPORTSWEAR SPECIALISTS 

Super Value footwear prices 
Visit our shop today for brands like... 

Kelme Nomis Lobo Sfida 
10%off all footwear when this ad is presented 

Valid until 30th June 2005 

We also supply: 
Team Strips, Polo's, Jacket & Pants, Caps, Beanies, Socks, 

Coaching & Training aids, etc. 

Ph: 07 3809 2290 
Fax: 07 3809 2890 

Unit 1c/20 Johnson Rd, 

Hillcrest, Qld 4118 
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BRIS WOMEN'S SOCC BRIS 
BWSA President Tony Buckley on Seven Day Trading and Fixtures 

OVER THE YEARS WE HAVE SEEN THE introduction 
of Saturday afternoon trading and in more recent 
years all day Sunday trading. A great deal was said 

at the time on points for and against these changes but in 
recent years the silence has been deafening. The time has 
come when we need to think about and discuss the way 
society has changed our sport with the introduction of 
seven day trading. 

In the past young people would have a job on Saturday 
mornings, play sport in the afternoon and/or Sundays and 
spend the rest of the weekend with family, socializing, 
doing homework or just relaxing. Sadly that era is gone. 
The youth of today, especially females, are expected to 
work Saturdays and/or Sundays, therefore there are no 
clear lines as to when a young person can relax, spend 
time with family and friends, do homework, or heaven, 
forbid play sport. This leads to the question of how do we 
as sport administrators deal with these changes in society 
and make it easier for youth aged players to stay in the 
sport? 

An answer may be found in the fixtures. How do we 
fixture to allow greater numbers of junior and youth 
players deal with work, study and sport? 

For what I am about to say will probably incur the wrath of 
the male population but please tell me why is it that 
Saturday nights is seen as the men's night? It was put to 
BWSA by SARB that by fixturing the women on Saturday 
nights we would be struggling to get qualified referees as 
the men's games are mainly on this night. Players 
involved in senior men's soccer are usually in the 
permanent workforce and with that goes some flexibility 
with the organization of their weekend sport. 

This flexibility could be used to the advantage of the 
junior and youth players male and female in fixtures by 
more Friday and Sunday games for men. I am not 
suggesting that this be the only time for men's games but 
closer consultation with all sectors in a club may find a 

productive solution. 

One area that is currently under review by the zone 
council is how each association fixtures their games and 
how we can improve this. 

At the moment the men are running 12 team 
competitions and the women 8 team. This causes the 
problem that you cannot marry up these two styles in a 

true home and away fixture program. A common ground 
on the size of competitions is probably the first step 
needed in the process of accommodating fixtures. 

There are many more areas within fixtures that need to be 
discussed but my main concern at the moment is to start 

people within clubs thinking about why we ask for teams 
to play on the days that they currently do. 

Players and Coaches involved in senior men's teams quite 
often have sons and/or daughters playing on Saturdays 
so that sometimes it may be hard for them to see their 
children play or as well to put back into the game by 
coaching or managing teams in which their children play. 
Maybe if we looked in some cases to playing juniors 
during the day on Saturdays and playing maybe the older 
age groups or women's in the evening. 

Many clubs these days have at least one well lit ground 
suitable for night games. Why not consider Friday nights 
for a couple of games as well for Men's, Women's and 
Juniors? I know that some clubs are already using this 
time but not enough. Sunday mornings can still be used 
for those bigger clubs to play any games that can't fit into 
the previous days leaving the men to play on Sunday 
afternoons while the Youth and women that have to work 
on the weekends can enjoy the best of both worlds by 
working and playing a sport. 

I understand that this may not suit everyone but at least 
think about what happens at your club. Talk to the 
administrators discuss what may be best for your club's 
situation; see if there is a better way that the club could 
utilize the weekend. We have to come into the present 

A common ground on the size 
of competitions is probably the 
first step needed in the process 
of accommodating fixtures 

and improve the chances of playing sport for everyone. In 
the past the weekends were the domain of just sport, but 
not anymore. 

Playing sport is the Australian way of life and we need to 
make sure that this part of the national psyche is not 
eroded or compromised by the quest for the dollar of the 
retailing conglomerates. 

This is not having a go at men's soccer but trying to look at 
different ways to improve the participation and retention 
rates of the sport. 

There will be other ways to do this and I hope if you have 
any thoughts on this you will not be silent as it has been 
for too long. Please remember that these are just my 
thoughts put on paper to create discussion on our 
weekend timetable and how we may improve fixtures to 
give everyone a chance to remain in the game. 0 
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THE GAP 
The Gap Shopping Village 
1000 Waterworks Road 
The Gap 
Ph: 3511 1600 

0.151 SPIIIIMPOWER 
FOOTBALL SPECIALISTS 

180 Stores Australia -wide 

NOMIS ADIDAS NIKE 
PUMA UHLSPORT UMBRO 

KAPPA KELME 

Your one -stop football shop with 
great service & prices 

Heat -seal numbering & lettering 
in store 

Jerseys & Kids' sets from around 
the world 

THIS MONTH'S SPECIAL 
Adidas Pulsadol TRX FG 
was $90.00 now $69.95 

MT OMMANEY 
Mt Ommaney Centre 

Dandenong Road 
Mt Ommaney 

Ph: 3376 1672 

FAIRFIELD 
Fairfield Gardens 

Fairfield Road 
Fairfield 

Ph: 3255 1533 
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