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RUE to our word, this month we sat down with Football Queensland 
President, Dennis O'Brien, to ask the pointy questions about the future 
the game in our state. The answers make interesting reading and in 

subsequent issues we will turn the spotlight onto the other layers of 
administration to find out whether the state -based plans fit with local 
plans and requirements. 

As everyone looks to tend their own backyard, will the various zones concede 
ground for the betterment of the game as a whole, or hold their position to get 
the best deal for their particular region? 

The same question can be asked of the clubs too. How many will be prepared 
to give up what they perceive to be a position of strength for the good of the 
game? 

BMF President, Mike Bailey, also touches on the subject of change as our game 
heads for the inevitable evolution prompted by the success of the code at 
national and international level. 

Surely no-one could have imagined that we could just stand still here in 

Brisbane and let the changes take place around us? A reaction to the promise 
the game is now showing has to come from the decision makers, but again, 
will they be foiled by those who just want to take the insular view? I for one, 
hope not. 

I guess it's called moving with the times and facing the challenges that lie 

ahead of us. Re -structure is being mooted with the Brisbane Premier League 
and Football Queensland are trying to find the best format for a state-wide 
competition. The time is right to have these items on the agenda for 
discussion and moulding into the right model that can sustain growth of the 
sport over the next few years. 

But while looking ahead, it's important that the governing bodies don't take 
their eye off the ball when it comes to more immediate matters. We all talk 
about the growth of the game and how we have the largest participation 
numbers, etc, but how many of you knew that in some areas registration 
numbers have fallen; and dramatically? 

Change is inevitable good people of football land, so please, discuss it at your 
clubs and think always of the big picture. Sure, oppose if it is patently wrong, 
but arrive at your decision by having all the information at your fingertips and 
debate it. I'm hearing the club delegates are delighted that these days the 
monthly BMF meetings are over in a jiffy, but what is so good about that? You 
may get home in time for your tea, have a play with the dog and put the feet up 
to take in the latest enthralling episode of McLeod's Daughters, but what does 
it achieve for the sport? What can possibly be debated, discussed, disparaged 
or de -briefed in such a short time? 

It will be interesting to see how it all pans out over the coming months and 
years. Will the goals be achieved and will it be a tangible result that we can all 
see? At least by documenting in these pages the views of the likes of Mike 
Bailey and Dennis O'Brien, it will be there in black and white to refer back to. 

Happy reading everyone. 0 

ExtraTime has a new email address 
extratime@aapt.net.au 
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TABLES TO 23rd APRIL TABLES TO 23rd APRIL 

Premier League P W D L F A Pts 

Brisbane Strikers 6 5 1 0 16 3 16 

Souths United 6 4 1 1 16 8 13 

Palm Beach 6 4 0 2 18 11 12 

Pine Rivers 6 4 0 2 16 10 12 

Rochedale Rovers 6 4 0 2 15 11 12 

Taringa Rovers 5 3 0 2 9 8 9 

Brisbane City 5 3 0 2 7 8 9 

Brisbane Wolves 6 2 1 3 13 10 7 

Mt Gravatt 6 2 0 4 7 10 6 

Mitchelton 6 2 0 4 5 14 6 

Toowoomba Raiders 6 0 1 5 9 17 1 

Eastern Suburbs 6 0 0 6 2 23 0 

Premier League Reserves P W D L F A Pts 

Rochedale Rovers 6 6 0 0 18 5 18 

Pine Rivers 6 4 0 2 17 6 12 

Mitchelton 6 4 0 2 17 8 12 

Palm Beach 6 4 0 2 14 10 12 

Brisbane City 6 4 0 2 12 8 12 

Souths United 6 3 1 2 15 8 10 

Brisbane Wolves 6 2 1 3 12 11 7 

Taringa Rovers 6 2 0 4 6 9 6 

Toowoomba Raiders 6 2 0 4 5 14 6 

Mt Gravatt 6 2 0 4 t; 18 6 

Eastern Suburbs 6 1 1 4 13 18 4 

Brisbane Strikers 6 0 1 5 3 23 1 

Premier Division 1 P W D L F A Pts 

University Qld 6 3 3 0 12 5 12 

Ipswich Knights 6 3 2 1 15 10 11 

Peninsula Power 6 3 2 1 11 8 11 

Logan City 6 3 2 1 10 8 11 

Brisbane Olympic 6 3 1 2 13 6 10 

Capalaba 6 3 1 2 9 9 10 

Beenleigh 6 2 2 2 12 8 8 

Albany Creek 6 2 2 2 10 12 8 

Rocklea United 6 2 2 2 6 11 8 

Redlands United 6 1 1 4 8 12 4 

Brisbane Force 6 0 3 3 5 11 3 

Western Spirit 6 0 1 5 3 14 1 

Division 1 Reserves P W D L F A Pts 

Redlands United 6 5 1 0 21 4 16 

Brisbane Force 6 5 0 1 18 6 15 

Ipswich Knights 6 4 2 0 15 3 14 

Brisbane Olympic 6 3 1 2 10 8 10 

Rocklea United 6 2 3 1 6 5 9 

University Qld 6 2 1 3 15 16 7 

Albany Creek 6 2 1 3 8 20 7 

Peninsula Power 6 1 3 2 6 7 6 

Western Spirit 6 1 2 3 5 8 5 

Beenleigh 6 1 1 4 3 9 4 

Logan City 6 0 3 3 5 15 3 

Capalaba 6 1 0 5 4 15 3 

Premier Division 2 P D L F A Pts 

North Pine 6 5 0 1 20 6 15 

Slacks Creek 6 4 1 1 22 12 13 

Southside Eagles 6 4 1 1 15 5 13 

Pine Hills 6 4 0 2 17 4 12 

Newmarket 6 4 0 2 10 9 12 

Samford Rangers 6 3 0 3 13 20 9 

Grange Thistle 6 2 1 3 7 11 7 

Annerley 6 2 1 3 10 16 7 

The Gap 6 2 0 4 9 13 6 

Acacia Ridge 6 2 0 4 17 23 6 

Ipswich City 6 2 0 4 7 15 6 

Moggill 6 0 0 6 3 16 0 

Division 2 Reserves P D L F A PI 

Grange Thistle 6 5 0 0 20 8 15 

Southside Eagles 6 4 1 1 11 11 13 

Pine Hills 6 4 0 2 23 11 12 

North Pine 6 3 1 2 14 7 10 

Newmarket 6 3 1 2 12 7 10 

Annerley 6 3 0 3 20 12 9 

Ipswich City 6 2 2 2 12 8 8 

Slacks Creek 6 2 2 2 10 11 8 

Moggill 6 2 1 3 8 9 7 

Samford Rangers 6 1 1 4 8 23 4 

Acacia Ridge 6 1 0 5 8 23 3 

The Gap 6 0 3 3 2 18 3 

Metro 1 P W D L F A Pt 
Regents Park 6 3 2 1 17 10 11 

Souths United 6 3 2 1 11 6 11 

Acacia Ridge 6 3 2 1 9 5 11 

Wilston Athletic 5 3 1 1 13 2 10 

Bayside United 6 3 1 2 12 11 10 

Logan City 6 3 1 2 10 15 10 

Oxley United 6 2 3 1 10 9 9 

University Qld 6 2 1 3 5 11 7 

Kangaroo Pt Rovers 6 2 0 4 11 11 6 

Old Bridge 5 1 2 2 8 10 5 

Clairvaux 6 0 3 3 5 11 3 

Taringa Rovers 6 0 2 4 8 18 2 

Metro 1 Reserves P W D L F A Pts 
Taringa Rovers 6 3 2 1 23 14 11 

Old Bridge 5 3 2 0 13 7 11 

Clairvaux 6 3 2 1 11 6 11 

Wilston Athletic 5 3 1 1 10 2 10 

Souths United 6 2 3 1 11 12 9 

Bayside United 6 2 2 2 13 12 8 

University Qld 6 2 2 2 12 14 8 

Logan City 6 2 1 3 12 15 7 

Regents Park 6 2 0 4 7 17 6 

Kangaroo Pt Rovers 6 1 2 3 10 13 5 

Acacia Ridge 6 1 2 3 6 13 5 

Oxley United 6 0 3 3 6 9 3 

Metro 2 P D L F A Pts 
Park Ridge 6 5 1 0 30 7 16 

Brisbane Strikers 5 4 1 0 18 5 13 

Brisbane Wolves 6 4 1 1 25 14 13 

Mitchelton 6 4 1 1 15 8 13 

Pine Rivers 6 3 1 2 15 6 10 

Annerley 6 3 1 2 13 11 10 

Grange Thistle 6 3 0 3 10 15 9 

Woodridge 5 2 1 2 12 7 7 

Ridge Hills 6 2 0 4 8 12 6 

Newmarket 6 0 2 4 9 19 2 

Brighton District 6 0 1 5 5 26 1 

Redcliffe PCYC 6 0 0 6 6 36 0 

www.brisbanemensfootball.com.au 

Metro 3 P W D L F A Pts 
Eastern Suburbs 6 4 1 0 17 7 13 
The Gap 6 4 1 1 14 5 13 
Mooroondu 6 4 0 2 22 12 12 

Western Spirit 6 3 1 2 13 8 10 

Ipswich Knights 6 3 1 2 13 13 10 

Newmarket 5 3 0 2 15 8 9 

Acacia Ridge 5 3 0 2 11 6 9 

Capalaba 6 2 1 3 10 14 7 

Peninsula Power 6 2 0 4 8 12 6 

Westside Sports 6 1 2 3 10 16 5 

Moggill 6 1 1 4 8 21 4 

North Pine 6 0 0 6 6 25 0 

Metro 4 P W D L F A Pts 
Slacks Creek 6 6 0 0 24 8 18 

Park Ridge 6 5 0 1 15 4 15 

Brisbane Olympic 6 4 1 1 23 7 13 

University Qld 6 4 1 1 16 6 13 

Ridge Hills United 6 2 2 2 7 13 8 
Redlands United 6 2 1 3 12 16 7 

Newmarket 6 2 1 3 12 18 7 

Brisbane Strikers 6 2 0 4 7 12 6 

Ipswich City 6 2 0 4 7 19 6 

Albany Creek 6 1 1 4 12 14 4 
Southside Eagles 6 0 3 3 6 15 3 

Logan City 6 0 2 4 8 17 2 

Metro 5 P D L F A Pts 
Narangba 6 4 2 0 25 8 14 

Logan Village 6 3 3 0 16 10 12 

Mt Gravatt 6 3 2 1 25 8 11 

Jimboomba 6 3 2 1 14 12 11 

Kangaroo Pt Rovers 6 1 2 15 14 10 

Slacks Creek 6 3 0 3 15 15 9 

Mooroondu 6 2 1 3 13 12 7 

Grange Thistle 6 1 4 1 8 8 7 

Albany Creek 6 2 1 3 9 12 7 

Clairvaux 6 1 2 3 12 20 5 

Annerley 6 1 0 5 8 17 3 

Beenleigh 6 1 0 5 8 32 3 

Metro 6 P D L F A Pts 
North Pine 6 6 0 0 37 7 18 

Pine Hills 6 6 0 0 18 1 18 

Annerley 6 3 2 1 11 11 11 

Moggill 6 3 1 2 17 9 10 

Kangaroo Pt Rovers 6 3 1 2 14 9 10 

Ridge Hills 6 3 0 3 19 14 9 

Oxley United 6 2 2 2 14 12 8 

Narangba 6 1 2 3 9 13 5 

Park Ridge 6 1 2 3 10 25 5 

Eastern Suburbs 6 1 1 4 4 8 4 

Regents Park 6 1 0 5 8 28 3 

Brisbane Wolves 6 0 1 5 7 31 1 

Premier Youth 
Pine Rivers 
Brisbane City 
Brisbane Wolves 
Brisbane Strikers 
Brisbane Force 
Palm Beach 
Rochedale Rovers 
Toowoomba Raiders 
Souths United 
Queensland Lions 
Mt Gravatt 
Mitchelton 

P W D L F A Pts 
5 4 1 0 14 2 13 

5 4 1 0 14 3 13 
6 4 1 1 14 6 13 
6 3 2 1 10 5 11 

5 3 0 2 13 5 9 
6 2 2 2 8 11 8 
6 2 1 3 13 11 7 

6 1 3 2 2 4 6 
6 1 2 3 3 9 5 
5 1 2 2 3 10 5 
6 0 3 3 5 10 3 
6 0 0 6 1 24 0 

Division 1 Youth P W D L F A Pts 
University Qld 6 6 0 0 24 3 18 

Albany Creek 6 4 0 2 19 11 12 

Narangba 6 4 0 2 18 14 12 

Brisbane Strikers 6 3 1 2 15 12 10 

Eastern Suburbs 6 3 1 2 12 11 10 
Ipswich Knights 6 2 2 2 13 14 8 

Brisbane Olympic 6 2 2 2 11 12 8 

Redlands United 6 2 2 2 10 11 8 

Brisbane Wolves 6 2 1 3 10 14 7 

Capalaba 6 2 1 3 9 14 7 

Peninsula Power 6 0 1 5 7 19 1 

Taringa Rovers 6 0 1 5 6 19 1 

Division 2 Youth P W D L F A Pts 
Taringa Rovers 6 6 0 0 31 7 18 

Regents Park 6 5 1 0 17 6 16 

Logan City 6 4 0 2 29 6 12 

Samford Rangers 6 4 0 2 13 11 12 

Redcliffe PCYC 6 3 1 2 18 10 10 

Slacks Creek 6 3 1 2 15 11 10 

The Gap 6 3 0 3 18 12 9 

Grange Thistle 6 3 0 3 18 12 9 

Brighton District 6 1 2 3 9 14 5 

North Pine 6 1 0 5 8 25 3 

Mitchelton 6 0 1 5 4 18 1 

Westside Sports 6 0 0 6 3 51 0 

LEADING SCORERS... LEADING SCORERS... 

Gareth Musson 
Mitch Nicholls 
Michael Van Moolenbroek 
Greg Thomas 
Michael Giallourakis 
Seb Tatchell 
Tim Smits 
Chris Griffin 

Brisbane Strikers 9 

Palm Beach 7 

Brisbane Wolves 6 

Rochedale Rovers 5 

Toowoomba 4 

Pine Rivers 4 

Pine Rivers 4 

Souths Utd 4 

DIVISION 1 (to round 
Kevin Hore 
Sergio Franco 
Brent Deller 
Guy Burnell 
Jon San Martin 
Michael Oslar 
Trevor Morrison 

DIVISION 2 (to round 
Rajan Nair 
Asa Harrington 
Craig Stewart 
Dean Steer 
Mark Battistin 

6) 

6) 

Capalaba 
Logan City 
Albany Creek 
Uni of Qld 
Brisbane Olympic 
Rocklea Utd 
Peninsula Power 

Acacia Ridge 
Slacks Creek 
Slacks Creek 
Pine Hills 

Samford Rangers 

4 
4 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

8 

7 

5 

5 

5 
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send your media 
releases or news to: 

extratime@aapt.net.au 

SUNDAY ACTION 
With a Sunday Premier League match being scheduled 

every weekend, it was noticed that there were big 

turnouts for recent matches at Perry Park (Strikers v Bris 

City), Spencer Park (Bris City v Rochedale) and Dittmer 
Park (Mt Gravatt v Souths). All the host clubs reported 
better than average attendance and food/drink sales. 

SLACKS CREEK 
Plenty of goals being scored down the Creek way with Asa 

Harrington, Craig Stewart and Sasa Peci all getting on the 
score sheet recently. Harrington, returning this year from 

Beenleigh, even has the distinction of two hat tricks in the 
first five matches. 
Some very good pedigree down the Creek way with the 

sons of two former Gold Medal winners now playing in the 
senior sides. Craig Stewart is the son of John Stewart, 

winner in 1991 while playing at Rochedale Rovers, while 

new signing David Steele is the son of Ian Steele, winner 
of the 1978 award during his years at Mt Gravatt. 

AN N ERLEY 

Plenty of compliments being paid to young Congolese 

striker Kado Aoci from Annerley who has been in great 

form over the early weeks of the season. Astute judges 

rate two of his goals (v North Pine and Slacks Creek) as 

two of the best strikes you are likely to see this season. 

ROCHEDALE ROVERS 

With the opening of the new bar upstairs at Rochedale, 

spectators can now enjoy the view of Premier League 

action from their very own balcony. 

BRISBANE STRIKERS 
Gareth Musson has certainly found his scoring touch in 

the Premier League, shooting to the top of the goalscorers 
charts. He scored in four consecutive matches (2 v Pine 

Rivers, 4 v Brisbane City , 2 v Mitchelton and 1 v Easts) to 
establish an early claim on the Golden Boot Award. 

BRISBANE CITY 
Improvements at Spencer Park with a new awning 

extending out from the clubhouse to give some cover to 
patrons as they partake in pizza and ribs while watching 
the action out on the field. 

TARINGA ROVERS 

The club's Metro 1 Reserves are playing in their fifth 
different division in five consecutive years. Currently they 
sit top of the Metro 1 Reserves competition. 

GOAL DEBATE 

It seems there will be plenty of debate this season about 
the best goal scored but it will take something special tc 
pass the claim of the one scored by Vlad Kuzmanovic foe 

Brisbane Olympic. In the Division 1 match v Capalab 

recently he showed his talent with a spectacular overheat 

scissors kick which left most at Goodwin Park speechless. 

GERMANY DATE FOR SHIELD 
Queensland referee Mark Shield will be joining the 
Socceroos in Germany after being selected as one of just 
23 referees to attend this year's FIFA World Cup. 

Brisbane -based Shield, who was recently announced the 

Hyundai A -League referee of the year, also officiated a; 

the 2002 FIFA World Cup in Korea/Japan where he 

controlled the 1st round match between Belgium anc 

Tunisia. As was the case four years ago, the 32-year-olc 
will once again be the youngest referee amongst the 

panel. 

"I was very excited when I heard the news and certainl: 
cant wait to get to Germany and test myself amongst th, 
world's best," said Shield. "The fact that Australia have 

also qualified for the first time in 32 years makes it doubt,,,, 

exciting." 

"I'm relieved in a way that the is finally over especially 
from the point -of -view that the selection and testing 
process was a long and strenuous one. 

"The experience of four years ago in Korea/Japan was 
fantastic and should stand me in good stead given I am 
not treading into the unknown. Certainly there is a lot of 
pressure in some ways but what I took from the 2002 
World Cup was the realisation that from a referee's 
perspective it is just 'a red team against a blue team'." 

Fellow Australian Matthew Breeze who refereed at last 

year's FIFA Confederations Cup in Germany had also been 

short-listed as one of 44 candidates in contention to be 

selected however missed out with surprisingly only 23 

selected as opposed to an anticipated 30. 

Three Australian assistant referees will be selected to 
attend a workshop in Frankfurt from April 18 to 21 with at 
least two expected to accompany Shield to Germany. 

During the most recent FIFA referees workshop last 
month it was stressed that the referees and their 
assistants will have to clamp down on 'time -wasting, 
reckless play (including elbows and brutal fouls), shirt - 
pulling and simulation, all with the ultimate objective of 
protecting the players, and with it, the game in general.' 

The only other Australian's to have refereed at the FIFA 

World Cup are Tony Boskovic (1974 and 1982), Chris 

Bambridge (1986) and Eddie Lennie (1998). Richard 
Lorenc (1990), Gordon Dunster and Eugene Brazzale 

(1994) have also officiated as assistant referees at the 
FIFA World Cup. 

MOGGILL IN RECRUITMENT DRIVE 
Moggill Utd have broken with tradition and taken on a 

host of extra coaches this season. Instead of the one 

coach taking charge of all coaching and team 
management duties, this year they have brought 
together a larger than normal technical team. 

Ex national league player John Battersby has been 

drafted in to assist Murray McWhirter, with Steve Cooper 

and Chris Tissington taking on the coaching roles for the 
Reserve team and Metro teams respectively. Also 

recruited are two experienced players in Stuart Benfield 
and Adam Rose who will provide fitness coaching and 

goalkeeping coaching. The full team is supplemented 
with Sam Clark and Rob Yuill performing the team 
management roles as Moggill lay down their plan to move 
the club forward in the coming years. 

HAWKS RECEIVE LOCAL MP SUPPORT 

Mt Gravatt have received a major boost with their 
announcement of a new sponsor in the shape of State 

Member for Mansfield, Phil Reeves MR 

Club President Noel Walsh said he was delighted that Mr 

Reeves was getting behind the team. 

"Our Senior Men's Team have got back into the Premier 
League Competition this year after winning the 2005 
Division 1 Premiership, Grand Final and Division 1 Club 

Championship so it's great to have a prominent local 

getting behind the team." 

He added: "I know Phil is very supportive of the entire 
club and our 650 players in the Juniors, Women and Men's 
competitions. We look forward to welcoming any other 
local businesses or individuals who would like to get 
behind local sport." 

The local MP commented that his long-time link with the 
club was a major factor in his decision to offer support. 

"It is an honour to sponsor this local club with a proud 
history. I have supported Mt Gravatt for a long time even 
going back to their State League successes in the early 

80s, so I'm happy that I am in a position to assist this 
great club," he said. 

"Dittmer Park is a local icon and I am very happy to 
sponsor the senior mens team as they power their way 
through the Premier League competition in 2006," Reeves 
added. 

BLEIBERG COURTS SUFFO 

Cameroonian international, Patrick Suffo, is considering 
an offer to join Queensland Roar FC after holding talks in 
Israel with Roar Coach Miron Bleiberg last month. 

Suffo currently plays for Israeli outfit Maccabi Petah- 
Tiqva, but included on his CV are spells with English clubs 
Sheffield United and Coventry City, along with French 
powerhouse Nantes. 

The Cameroonian striker is no stranger to Brisbane 
having made two of his 40 -plus appearances for the 
national side at the Gabba during the 2000 Olympic 
Football Tournament. The Indominatable Lions, as they 
are affectionately known, went on to eventually take out 
the gold medal, disposing of hot favourites Brazil along 
the way. Suffo also made two appearances at the 2002 
World Cup in Korea &Japan. 

Initial negotiations with Suffo suggested a move to 
Queensland was somewhat unlikely, but an improved 
offer from Bleiberg coupled with a positive conversation 
about the Hyundai A -League with his friend Dwight Yorke, 
have reignited hopes that the 28 -year -old will put pen to 
paper on the deal. 

After watching him in action in Israel, which included a 

spectacular goal and some impressive performances, 
Bleiberg says after several meetings with Suffo an offer 
has been tabled and the decision now rests with the 
player himself. 

"Patrick is an excellent player who we think would do well 
in the Hyundai A -League. We have had some positive 

talks and we will just have to wait and see what happens 
from here." 
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amonth mouth 
The coaches have their say in their side's season so 

THE Brisbane Premier League is running true to 
the pundit's predictions so far with Bobby 
Hamilton's Brisbane Strikers opening up a four - 
point gap after only six rounds. 

At the time of writing, second -placed Palm Beach have 

the benefit of a game in hand to close the margin on the 

Strikers, but Hamilton's side do look to have the goods for 

a concerted campaign this time out. 

"The pleasing thing is that we are heading in the direction 

we want to go in and as a unit we're getting better as the 

weeks go by," Hamilton said. 

The Strikers' miserly defence has kept all but the best 

attacks at bay thus far and Hamilton puts this down to 

good old fashioned endeavour and commitment. 

"We spend a lot of time and do a lot of work on our 

defending. That's not just with the defensive players, but 

with the midfielders as well so they know what their role is 

when we lose the ball. Really, it's a personal to me. 

Over the years I've often spent a lot of time on the 

defensive side of the game because wi.en you have 

players who you know can create chances that is a great 

starting point if you are sound defensively. You always 

have a great opportunity to win a game if your defence is 

tight and the players know their roles well." 

Hamilton paid tribute to his reliable custodian, Antony 

Hall, who has been in terrific form once again this season. 

"He's performing better than he was last year when I 

thought he was a little hot and cold and suffered from the 

odd lapse in concentration. This season it's so far, so good 

and not only is his concentration better, his confidence is 

up as well," he explained. 

Ex -North 
Star junior 
Gareth 
Musson has 
set the 
league alight 
so far with 
his tally of 
nine goals in 

just six 
games and 
Hamilton 
obviously 
does not 
underestima 
to his value 
to the side, 

although he 
says he 
could lose 
his 19 -year - 
old star 
striker mid - 
season. 

"He was 13 - 

years -old 
when he went 
overseas 
with a 

number of 
other kids, 
but he was 
the only one 
who was Musson: Likely to be on the move 
successful 
and has been there for the last five years. He has 

something that not every striker has and that is to be in 

the right place at the right time. He sniffs goals out and 
has that ability to put himself in areas where he has the 
chance to score. He's mobile and that's one of his strong 
points too as it causes problems for the opposition." 

"He has the potential to play in the A -League but 
unfortunately I don't think he will be with us for the whole 
year as I think he might be going back to England. He was 
with Wolverhampton Wanderers and there is a possibility 
that he might go back so we may lose him early in the 
second round," Hamilton said. 

Looking further down the table the usual suspects of Pine 
Rivers, Rochedale and Souths make up the chasing pack, 
with Taringa and Brisbane Wolves yet to find the required 
consistency for an upward charge. 

Newly promoted Mt Gravatt have made a solid enough 
start to a season that is more about consolidation than it is 

about honours. Ken Swan's outfit are sure to grow in 

strength as they find their feet in the Premier League over 
the coming months. 

Brisbane City have made strides this season to improve 
on last year's showing, but again the word consistency is 

one they will have to include in their vocabulary if they are 
to threaten for a finals place. 

Greg Brown's Mitchelton side aren't enjoying the relative 
success they've been used to since their promotion to the 
top division, but Brown scoffed at suggestions his side 
could be dragged into a relegation dogfight. 

Pic courtesy of 

A A, on 

"I'm not worried about relegation at all. We'll be up there 
towards the end and it comes down to whether we can 

make the four or not. We make it hard for the top sides 
and if we keep doing that then we're going to pinch points 
off them and we can beat the teams below us then we 
should have a chance." 

"Our problem this year has just been a lack of goals really. 
We've played well in patches against good sides but we're 
just not putting the ball in the net which is putting extra 
pressure on us. We would have loved to have picked up a 

few more points against the teams above us, but we 
didn't and that is something that we just have to 
overcome," said Brown. 

He added: "The good news for us is that Nick Kuyper 
made his comeback for us in our Premier Cup game and 
he will make a hell of a difference to us. Everyone is back 

on deck now and though we are still looking for a striker at 
this stage we haven't found one. We've looked overseas, 
locally and at Roar players, but we have to be wary of our 
budget and of course that is a little restrictive." 

"We can certainly turn this situation around; I have no 

doubt about that. Whether we can turn it around enough 
to win things at the end of the year I don't know. It's 
frustrating that we can't finish things off because we 
move the ball well and have good players, but things 
aren't going the way we expected at this stage so we have 

a lot of hard work ahead of us which will test the character 
of the players over the next few weeks." 

"We play with a lot of endeavour but we have to play with 
a lot more cohesion in the last third. We work on it at 
training but it's not happening in games at the moment. 
It's about playing a bit smarter" 

Despite his side's indifferent start to the season, Brown 
said the support the club has been famous for was still 
very much there at Teralba Park. 

"We get good crowds and it's a good atmosphere as it 
always has been, but especially since we came into the 
Premier League. It's frustrating that we haven't put the 
ball in the net for the fans but we're working hard to 
change that." 

At the foot of the table Toowoomba and Easts look set for 
a struggle to maintain Premier League status. Already 
two wins adrift of tenth -placed Mitchelton it's looking like 

a long, hard season for both of these sides. 

However, Easts Coach Graeme Binney refused to concede 
that his team is destined for Division 1 football next 
season. 

"There are still plenty of positives there for us. Even 

against the Strikers we had plenty of chances to score. We 
know that we are short of quality but we have a great 
spirit and we are working hard. I think we can avoid the 
drop, I really do. We've played the teams at the top and 
it's been a tough start, but I said before the season 
started that we wouldn't settle down for at least a month 
because the senior squad didn't get together until late 
and we need a bit of time to get to know each other," 
Binney said. 

He added: "You have to take positives; I'm not a negative 

person and I'm not a fool either. I know we're not the bes 

side in the league, but we're not the worst either." 

In Division One all the pre -season talk was about Ipswicl 
Knights and Brisbane Olympic, but it's the students a 

University of Queensland that have made their marl 
early. Undefeated after six rounds and taking ful 
advantage of the inconsistencies of their rivals, Uni havE 

the cattle to go the distance and the pressure is on the 

teams below them to put together a string of wins. 

Uni coach, Glen Volker, says an injection of younger 
players has reignited the students after a disappointinc 
2005 season in the Premier League. 

"We've had a lot of senior players leave the club for 
various reasons; work, overseas travel, that type of thing. 
We've had a good Colts team over the last year or two and 
there is a good feeling at the club right now after the 
disappointment of last season, although it was a big 
learning curve for us." 

"It's still early days and we've had something of a 

changing of the guard, so I've stressed to the new players 
that we have to play with discipline and try to play, simple 
but skilful football. We've got players who can knock the 
ball around and that's how we like to play. We've 
struggled with finishing a little, but we are playing quite 
well," Volker said. 

Knights boss Joe Fenech, who has earmarked promotion 
as his side's goal for the year, says University are the most 
organised side he's seen so far this year. 

"Their form hasn't surprised me at all. They are very well 
structured as a team and they work really well going 
forward and work together when they are defending. 
Their system is very rigid and disciplined and I think that 
they are one of the best, if not the best team in the 
division. They're well drilled and fantastic to watch," 
Fenech said. 

With a lot expected of the Knights this season, Fenech is 

seeking improvement in his troop's performances, but 
says he is relatively happy so far. 

"We could be a lot better, particularly at home, but I'm 
reasonably happy with the start we've made. We've 

turned over possession too easily and there have been 

patches when we have gone ahead but not focussed on 

the game as much as we needed to. A loss of 
concentration, even for just a few minutes, will cost you at 
this level. It's a very competitive competition and our 
objective is to get promoted, it's as simple as that. I 

believe we have the players to do it." 

Division Two is no less competitive than Division One 

and the two clubs tagged as 'on the up', Slacks Creek and 

Pine Hills, are leading the way. 

North Pine and Southside Eagles are hot on their heels 

though and these four sides have already done enough to 
suggest that they are the teams to beat this season. 

At North Pine, Coach Trevor Rohdmann says his side is 

where he expected them to be given the standard of the 
squad he has assembled this season. 

"We're pretty focussed on getting promotion this season. 
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Our junior base is strong and we want to give them 
something to aspire to so our ambitions are definitely to 
finish in the top two. We have the likes of Shane Coffey 
(pictured above), Levi Beal, Darren Bender, Michael 
Brockwell, Steve Melville, etc, so our team is well set up to 
do well. We have a quality team and we play nice 

football." 

With so many clubs in the north Brisbane region, North 
Pine are aiming to be the quiet achievers and eclipse their 
so-called more illustrious local rivals. With a strike -force 
consisting of Coffey and Bender, who have both found the 
net regularly so far, North Pine could well spring a surprise 
and make a push in the right direction. 

Available in sizes 6, 7, 8, 8.5, 9, 9.5, 10, 10.5, 11 

"We want to be a major player in our region, there's no 
doubt about that. We are learning from the mistakes of 
the past and we're really moving forward now. The 
foundations are solid," Rohdmann said. 

Despite struggling to find the net with the same regularity 
as the teams above them, Newmarket are set to be a 

potent threat this season according to Rohdmann and 
should not be written off. 

"I don't think Newmarket are out of it and I'm expecting 
them to make a charge soon and they will be there o, 

thereabouts come the end of the season. At the momer 
you would have to say that Pine Hills look like the team tc 

beat. They're not conceding many goals and that alway 
gives you a chance." 

In Metro 1 five teams are already locked into a tense 
battle at the top with Regents Park, Acacia Ridge, South 
United, Bayside Utd and Logan City fighting fog 

supremacy in another tight league. 

Park Ridge are showing early season promise in Metro 2 

but spare a thought for Redcliffe PCYC who are yet tc 
register a point up to round 6 and have conceded a hefty 
36 goals already. 

Easts lead the way in Metro 3 despite their Premie 
League woes and Slacks Creek, Park Ridge and University 
of Qld have made solid starts in Metro 4, reflectinc- 
somewhat the form of their senior sides. 

Even at this early stage, Narangba Utd, Jimboomba and 
Kangaroo Point Rovers already look likely favourites to 
secure finals spots in Metro 5, with North Pine and Pine 
Hills showing just what depth they have at their 
respective clubs by taking Metro 6 by storm so far. 0 
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Available from: Soccerworld, Sportspower, Struddies Sports, Metro Sports, Soccerworks. 

I WAS writing an article recently for our club 
magazine on the subject of respect, or more the 
point, lack of respect, when it got me thinking. 
This subject is not often talked about in football 
terms, but it has a huge bearing on everything we 
do at our clubs. 

Respect! What does it mean to us footballers? Well to 
start with we should first look at the playing side of 
things. How many times have you seen at your club, 
a young player coming through who thinks he knows 
it all? How many times do you see a young player 
who always seem to have an answer? Or, how many 
times do you see a young player who always has an 
excuse? 

The list is endless really. This is all down to lack of 
respect. Now I know the old argument is you must 
earn respect and this is a valid point, but sometimes it 
goes way beyond that. 

For example, take the players at your club. Most 
clubs nowadays have a mix of older and younger 
players. The older players are usually the ones who 
keep the training and the games at the intensity they 
know is required to win. More often than not they are 
winners themselves. They probably realise that their 
time in the game is limited and they want to be as 
successful as they can before they retire. 

Young players see this as whinging. Young players 
nowadays don't seem to have the same respect for the 
senior players. In my day you dare not answer a 
senior player back; you listened and you learned. 
They are senior players for a reason. At training they 
are the ones who usually put in the extra effort and 

Young players nowadays 
don't seem to have the 
same respect for the 
senior players. In my day 
you dare not answer a 
senior player back 

Ali G - he preaches respect but do the 
youngsters heed his message? 

the ones who don't cheat. They have probably done 
all this in their day but now they don't. They do their 
best to lead by example. They have been around and 
they know what it takes. 

How many of you who are involved in dressing 
rooms pre and post match have heard your younger 
players talking about where they are going tonight? 
How many of you have come off the park after a 
defeat and looked at your players to see which ones 
are really hurting? Does it mean as much to them? I 

bet your senior players are really hurting. This is the 
difference. 

This is something that only time and experience will 
heal. The young players of today will be the 
experienced players of tomorrow only then will they 
realise what all this is about. If you look at any team 
in the world, you will always find the experienced 
player. This is why they are so important to coaches. 
They are your eyes and ears. They make sure the 
young players are putting in and they are the 
successful ones. 

This topic never had more relevance than right now. 
In this day and age, when we are seeing more and 
more young players turning out in the senior ranks, 
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we must ensure that everybody knows their place. A 
young player can have all the talent in the world, but 
if they don't learn respect they will not go very far. 
For me, these are the ones who must earn the respect 
and not the other way round. Maybe this subject 
could be included somewhere in our junior 
development programs. 

The second part of this topic is in relation to the club. 
Do players have respect for the club? Do they care 
who runs the gate? Do they care who runs the PA 

system? Do they care who produces the match day 
program? Do they look after the equipment supplied 
for them? 

The answer to these questions is probably no. When 
your club goes out each year and buys training balls, 
bibs, cones, etc etc how much do you think the 
players appreciate it? When you do a shooting drill 
and the balls fly wide or over the fence who goes to 
get it? Do the players care? Do they care who cleans 
the dressing rooms when they leave rubbish on the 
floor? All this is down to respect. 

Now I know the argument about the players are here 
to play football. That's fine! But tell me how hard is it 
for a player to make sure the equipment is in order. 
Make sure it's all put away. Make sure the rubbish is 
in the bin. All petty things you may think but 

We can all bag decisions 
from the top, but do we 
actually offer a different 
solution? 
somebody has to do it. I tell my players regularly thy, 

the equipment is yours so treat it like that. If I supply 
a ball each for training make sure you have a ball 
each at the end of the session, otherwise next week 
somebody won't have a ball. Again I will stress, this 
is all about respect. We can also go further and bring 
officials and referees into it. We can all bag decisions 
from the top, but do we actually offer a different 
solution. Again this is respect. Do we talk and treat 
referees with the respect they deserve? Would you dc 

the job they do? 

I was worried this month that I did not have a topic t( 

discuss. Now I'm finding it hard to stop. It is a pet 
hate of mine as I'm sure it will be for most football 
coaches and administrators. 

Maybe it will open a few eyes and maybe a few 
players will now understand what it means. I'm prett: 
sure the ones who are the biggest culprits will read 
this and say; "Oh that's not me!" 0 
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The BMF Chairman on the need to reinvigorate the local game 

OR THE good of the game. How 
often have we heard that simple 
little phrase, or indeed used it to 
justify some action that we knew 
was going to be unpopular in certain 
quarters? 

Whether it be new rule interpretations or banning 
national emblems or restructuring an entire state 
administration, the same catch -cry is trotted out to 
soften the blow for those who feel aggrieved by 
change. And it begs the question, who has the right to 
decide what the good of the game is? 

I am pondering this at the moment because Brisbane 
Football is about to begin a period when clubs are 
going to be asked to consider various proposals and 
changes 'for the good of the game'. Some of these will 
be welcomed and straight forward, others will be more 
contentious and cause possible hurt and 
disappointment to people who have worked long and 
hard to build up their club. There will be an element of 
sacrifice as our respective places in the football 
universe are redefined and relocated. Yet we will have 
all played our part in Football's ongoing long journey 
to its rightful place as the nation's premier sport. 

So who has the right to decide? In my view we elect 
people to lead. At times that means taking us to places 
we are not sure we want to go to. It means taking the 
hard decisions that may take us out of our comfort 
zones. Above all it means having trust in the people 
we have elected to act in the best interests of the 
football community as a whole. In return we have the 
right to be informed and the right to be consulted. And 
ultimately we have the right to replace those in whom 
we have lost faith. 

Two current issues spring to mind to illustrate my 
'good of the game' musings. Firstly, the State Cup. 
Now this is a competition of which I have never been a 

great fan. I have been persuaded however by regional 
administrators that the competition is important to 
their players and supporters and that 'the good of the 

It means taking the 
hard decisions that 
may take us out of 
our comfort zones 

Sepp Blatter's FIFA mantra has never been more 
applicable to the local game as it is now 

game' in country areas needs it. People in regional 
Queensland want to see Brisbane teams play in 'The 
Bush'. So as a result, BMF on behalf of Football 
Brisbane, will enter two representative teams in this 
Year's State Cup Competition. One will be a 

representative Premier League side and the other a 

representative First Div side. I would ask all players to 
make themselves available for selection in these two 
sides, not for any financial gain but for the 'good of the 
game'. At present the football subcommittee of BMF is 

clarifying the details of our participation and more 
information will be available soon. 

The second issue concerns the formation of a new elite 
competition. The idea behind this of course is to 
narrow the gap between Brisbane Football and the A - 

League. BMF will release details soon of the process 
which will investigate the feasibility of a new 
competition. 

Should the recommendation be to go ahead then it is 

obvious that some clubs will not be able to part of this 
new competition. They will obviously be disappointed, 
as for instance were our own Brisbane Strikers when 
they failed to make the A -League cut, yet they have 
not taken their ball and gone home; they continue to 
work for the good of the game. And of course our 
Premier League competition is all the stronger because 
of that. I am confident that when the dust settles and 
the consultation period is over that whatever transpires 
will be supported by the majority of football people for 
the 'good of the game'. 

Keep enjoying your football - see you at a game. 0 
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Premier Cup 

QUALIFYING ROUND 
Albany Creek 2 v 3 Beenleigh 

Brisbane City 4 v 3 Brisbane Wolves 

Taringa Rovers 8 v 0 Logan City 

ROUND 1 

Mitchelton 
Ipswich City 

Toowoomba 
Taringa Rovers 

Slacks Creek 
Samford Rangers 

Beenleigh 
Ipswich Knights 

Western Spirit 

University Qld 

Brisbane Force 
Moggill 

Peninsula Power 
The Gap 

Souths United 
Brisbane City 

3 v 2 

0 v 2 

0 v 4 

2 v 1 

0 v 7 

v 

v 

v 

v 

Metro Cup 

Rocklea United Tue 18/4 7.30pm 

Acacia Ridge Sat 22/4 5.00pm 

Brisbane Strikers Sat 22/4 7.00pm 

Mt Gravatt Sun 23/4 3.00pm 

Rochedale Rovers Sun 23/4 5.00pm 

North Pine Tue 25/4 7.30pm 

Annerley Wed 26/4 7.30pm 

Brisbane Olympic Wed 26/4 7.30pm 

Capalaba Wed 26/4 7.30pm 

Redlands United Wed 26/4 7.30pm 

Newmarket Wed 26/4 7.30pm 

Palm Beach Tue 2/5 7.30pm 

Pine Hills Tue 2/5 7.30pm 

Grange Thistle Tue 2/5 7.30pm 

Pine Rivers Wed 3/5 7.30pm 

Eastern Suburbs Wed 3/5 8.30pm 

ROUND 1 

Kang Point Rovers M5 

Eastern Suburbs M3 

Brisbane Olympic M4 

Old Bridge M1 

Brisbane Strikers M4 

Souths Utd M1 

Park Ridge M2 

Taringa Rovers M1 

Capalaba M3 

Peninsula Power M3 

ROUND 2 
Winner Match 2 

Winner Match 4 

Logan City M1 

Winner Match 5 

Oxley Utd 

Pine Rivers M2 

Kang Point Rovers M1 

Mooroondu M3 

Winner Match 10 

The Gap M3 
Park Ridge M4 

Woodridge M2 

Logan City M1R 
Brisbane Wolves M2 

Winner Match 9 

Winner Match 6 

Mitchelton M2 

Moggill Utd M3 

Brisbane Strikers M2 

Newmarket M2 

Narangba Utd M5 

Ridge Hills M2 

Moggill Utd M6 

Logan City M4 

Clairvaux M1 

Bayside Utd MI 

Uni of Qld M4 

Clairvaux M1R 

Winner Match 8 

Regents Park M1 

Newmarket M4 

Wilston Athletic M1R 

Acacia Ridge M1 

Winner Match 3 

Winner Match 1 

Uni of Qld M1R 

Westside Sports M3 

Wilston Athletic M1 

Narangba Utd M6 

Uni of Qld M1 

Grange Thistle M2 

Winner Match 7 

Tue 25/4 4.45pm 

Wed 26/4 7.30pm 

Wed 26/4 7.30pm 

Wed 26/4 7.30pm 

Wed 26/4 7.00pm 
Wed 26/4 7.30pm 

Wed 3/5 7.30pm 

Wed 3/5 7.30pm 

Wed 3/5 7.30pm 

Tue 9/5 7.30pm 

Ulf CUP ACTION 

Once again this year, the Premier Cup will be held fo, 
clubs in the Premier Divisions of Brisbane Mens Football. 

Last season the cup was won by Palm Beach w/ 
defeated Pine Rivers 3-2 in the final at Luxury Pain 

Stadium. Palm Beach led at the break thanks to a Dan 
Fung header, but 10 -man Rivers equalized courtesy o: 

long distance Seb Tatchell. However, Gavin Peddle turn 
hero for the Gold Coast side with a late winner. 

Speaking about this year's competition, BMF Gerw 
Manager, Bruce Dinsdale, said: "The cup is all 
creating something different to the regular division 
competition. It relies on the random draw to match 
teams that may not normally play each other and creat 
an air of unpredictability. It does, like many similar cu, 
competitions around the world, rely heavily on the 

romantic notion of giant killing." 

The winners receive $5000 with the runners up gettii 
$1500. The Premier Cup does not just reward the winne 
and runners up, with prize money allocated to the eigi 
teams that make the quarter -finals dependent on the 
final placing. 

Matches are usually played as double headers althout 
the early rounds this year will be affected by tb 
numerous rescheduled fixtures that occurred due to po( 
weather. 

The Metro Cup enters its third year getting bigger and 
better. This year, 42 teams have entered (up from 32 in 
2004 & 36 in 2005), which means there will be 4 rounds 
before the semi-finals. 

The competition has operated for a number of years 
under various names (the Qantas Cup being the longest 
serving) and generates a lot of interest among the lower 
division clubs. Players look forward to these games as a 

break from their"rigorous" training regimes. 

Last season Acacia Ridge Metro 1 took out the cup with a 

2-0 victory over Old Bridge from Metro 2 in front of a 

crowd of 1,000 people at Perry Park. They start their 
defence of the Cup in Round 2 against Kangaroo Point 
Rovers Metro 1 which should be a hard fought affair. The 
sides met recently in a Round 6 fixture with the Ridge 
running out winners 2-1 at Raymond Park. 

The winners receive $1000 with the runners-up getting 
$500. Losing semi-finalists receive $150 each. 

Matches will be played mid -week for Rounds 1 & 2 with 
Round 3 set for the long weekend in June. 

Brine 
N MCS FO T SAL I. 

Where Goalkeepers 
Get Their Gloves 

tito 

4s41,41, John Crawley 
Central Coast Mariners 

Tom Willis 
Queensland Roar 

Danny Vukovic 
Central Coast Mariners 

Clint Bolton 
Sydney FC 

Mark Schwarzer 
Middlesborough FC & Australia 

Jason Petkovic 
Perth Glory 

Scott Higgins 
Queensland Roar 

Eugene Galekovic 
Melbourne Victory 
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Sydney FC 
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THE HILLS WORDS: JOEL GOUT 

PINE Hills coach Ashley Hempstead experienced personal despair in 2005 when he lost hi 
brother Bill in a tragic accident, but one constant steadying influence in the background 
was always his beloved football. 
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Talk to Hempstead and the wor 
"perspective" comes up a lo 

understandably. 

Speak to him about football and N 

passion for the game soon become 
apparent. Put simply, he can't sto, 
thinking and talking about the game 

Hempstead's Division 2 Pine Hill 

side is going places in 2006. Las' 

year the team won the Metro .; 

competition and was elevated into 
Division 2. The way the club has 
started season 2006 indicates there 
may be more promotions ahead. 

Hempstead had a chuckle when he 
recalled taking over at Pine Hills at 
the start of 2005. 

Committee member John Easley let 
him know what was required in plain 
English. 

"I remember he told me there was 
no pressure," Hempstead recalled. 

"Only that I had to win Metro 1 and 
get the side up into Premier 
Division." 

Hempstead digested that piece of 
information, but may have 
wondered how he was going to 
achieve that noble goal after 
attending his initial training run. 

"We had one player turn up for the 
first training session," Hempstead 
said. 

"But then little bits of the jigsaw 
started to fall into place." 

Hempstead said signing Mathew 
McKenna was the turning point. 
McKenna has been something of a 

talisman for Hempstead during his 

seasons coaching at Albany Creek 
(five), The Gap (four) and now Pine 
Hills. 

"I had him at my clubs for nine out of 
the 10 years that I coached and got 
five promotions. 

"The only year that I didn't have him 
on board, when he was injured, we 
(The Gap) got relegated from 
2remier League. Mathew is good at 
:raining. He is big and strong and he 
s one of those players who would 
play Premier League or higher if he 
had a bit more pace. 

"I signed him at Pine Hills and the 
other players started coming in dribs 
and drabs. By the time the season 
started we had a reasonable side." 

Hempstead didn't get to see his 
players perform in the opening 
match of 2005 against Park Ridge 
due to a family tragedy. His brother 
Bill was killed in a speedway accident 
at Tannworth's Oakburn Park. 

That brought Hempstead's world 
crashing down. Football took a back 
seat in one sense, but it also held 
things together. 

"I had a reputation for being a win at 
all costs coach but everything was 
put in perspective. It is just a game, 
but I was glad that I had soccer too," 
Hempstead said. 

"When I came back from down south 
it took my mind away because it was 
really hard for me. That was just the 
beginning, but as the year went on it 
got worse and worse off the field. 

"But on the field it just got better and 
better. If I didn't have football I don't 
know what would have happened. It 
was good to see my mates. I get on 
well with the players; as well as a 

coach can. The club has been very 
good to me too." 

Pine Hills beat Park Ridge to start the 

season and didn't look back. 
Hempstead said he was impressed 
with the standard in the Metro 1 

competition in 2005. Nothing came 
easy for his squad. 

"We kept winning and ended up with 
a good team, but we had to. It was a 

good league. 

"In Metro 1 there were no easy 
games and this year (Division 2) it 
will be the same. We have kept 
basically the same squad but we 
have also added some quality 
players." 

Signing striker Luke McKenna from 
Taringa this year has given Pine Hills 
a reliable goal scorer up front. 

"After signing Luke people realize 
that Pine Hills is fair dinkum," 
Hempstead said. 

"Luke teaches the players how to 
win. There are no backward steps 
with him." 

Hempstead said that his players "get 
on very well" and the coach is not 
afraid to give players a go that other 
clubs have discarded. The deal is 

that anyone that comes to Pine Hills 

must be prepared to work hard at 
training and make a consistent 
contribution to the team on the 
pitch. 

Hempstead said he takes players as 

he finds them, not based on so- 

called reputations at other clubs. 

"I've got Randall Banks here. Randall 

was in Premier League and they say 

had a bit of baggage but Randall has 

never been a problem for me. 

"He plays sweeper for me and does a 

good job. I'm not interested in what 
issues he had before." 

Hempstead also backs the ability of 
his players. If Pine Hills keep moving 

through the divisions the players 

won't be out of place. Ask him and he 

will tell you that plenty of his players 

"Look at our set-up here and 
it is obvious that we need a 

good team. I think this club 
will go a long way." - HEMPSTEAD 

PINE HILLS 
could "walk in" to Premier League. 

"Dean Steer would be at home in the 
Premier League. He is 32 and bald 
but you should see some of the goals 
he comes up with. 

"We've got a kid called Wade Putello 
who played union for 10 years on the 
wing. He turned up here last year 
and played reserve grade but he's 
the first picked (in the top side) now. 

"Alex McKean is a local boy who 
plays mid -field and he is a quality 
player who could walk into a Premier 
League side." 

When a club moves up a division 
then usually the first item on the 
agenda is to make sure it stays up. 

Talk to Hempstead and you get the 
distinct impression that is not his 

way of thinking. 

He's cagey. He'll tell you that "we are 

a chance" to win the title but don't 
believe that he hasn't got his sights 

on anything less than playing 
Division 1 in 2007. 

"If we keep everyone on the park, 
then I rate us," he said. 

"The reason I have success is that I 
get players that know how to win, 
players who don't accept anything 
else but winning and that rubs off on 

everyone. 

"The club doesn't interfere and we 

have a very good committee. We 

haven't lost too many games so I 

don't know what it is like when we 
lose. 

"But I only coach because I enjoy it. 

I've realized that winning is not 
everything, but I get enjoyment out 
of seeing smiles on people's faces. 

"Look at our set-up here and it is 

obvious that we need a good team. I 
think this club will go a long way. We 

definitely won't get relegated." 

No-one would argue with that. The 
Pine Hills club has arguably the best 
playing facilities outside of Suncorp 
Stadium. A lush main pitch and two 
training fields put Premier League 
clubs in the shade. 

"These facilities deserve to be in top 
division. But that is a way off. 

"But we've got to do the best we can 

this year. If we play to our potential 
and have luck then we will go 
alright." 0 
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PINE HILLS 

Pine Hills players Ian Shaw (left) and 
Marty Chamberlain are convinced their 
home playing surface at the club's Bunya 
base is a field of dreams. The main pitch 
is as true as a surface as you would see 
anywhere in Brisbane, allowing Hills to 
play an attractive brand of football. 

JOEL GOULD finds out more.. 

ASK IAN Shaw what appeals to him about Pine Hills and 
the first thing that he says is "the field." 

"I just love the field here. It is magic. It would be great to 
play all the games here," he said. 

"You can play a lot better football on the ground and you 
don't get any awkward bounces. The size of the field is 
good too. It is nice and open." 

Chamberlain backed up Shaw's comments about the true 
nature of the playing surface. 

"It is just quality. You never second guess throwing your 
body on the line because you know that you are on a 
smooth bit of carpet," he said. 

"Everyone comes here and mentions how good it is. Our 
training pitch is better than what most clubs play on." 

Originally from Sydney, Shaw started his football in 
Brisbane in youth division at the Pine Rivers club in 
Strathpine and moved up through the junior ranks there 
before taking a break for a while. 

Shaw said he enjoyed the style of football the club was 
playing under coach Ashley Hempstead. He also pointed 
out that there was still plenty of improvement in the 
squad. 

"We keep learning and opening ourselves up to new ideas. 
We keep pushing ourselves that bit harder each time too," 
he said. 

Coach Hempstead said Shaw was a quality player who 
goes about his business with a minimum of fuss. 

"Ian Shaw is a better player than he thinks he is. He is the 
'Mr Fix -it' for us because we haven't got a big squad here." 

Pine Hills has won promotion from Metro 1 to Division 2 
this season but Shaw conceded that the goal for the year 
was far more than just staying up. Going up is well and 
truly on the agenda. 

"As we come up against the teams that we have played so 
far we are convinced that we have the class here to do the 
job," he said. 

"Our defence is strong. It is a strong side all round." 

Marty Chamberlain, who plays in midfield, started his 
football career 14 years ago over at North Pine, but it was 
a brief association. 

"Then I went down to Sydney and had almost 14 years 
away from the game," he said. 

"I came back last year (to Pine Hills) and wanted to see 
what I had. This year I am good enough to compete and I 
want to keep pushing. We've got great depth and that 
makes you work harder but I am enjoying the challenge." 

The Pine Hills team has a winning culture and is a close 
unit. 

"That is the best part. I play for the mateship of it all and 
this is quality," Chamberlain said. 

"Last year was great and this year, because we've kept 90 
per cent of the same people, it has just built on and on and 
on. Everyone is loving it and it is scary to think what we 
could do this year. 

"We just want to give it a shake this year and show 
everybody that we are here to stay. Whatever comments 
some people are making about us, they can eat their 
words. We'll show them that we can play quality football." 
Chamberlain said having goal scoring ace Luke McKenna 
up front was a major asset for the club. 
"You just know that if you give him the ball in the right 
place then it is going to be in the back of the net. If I do my 
job then you know he is going to do his." 0 

UpRoar 
on sale now. 

Queensland Roar's new magazine, UpRoar, 
is on sale now for just $3.95 

get exclusive Roar 
content and the inside 
word direct from the 
team. For more info & 
to subscribe, log on to 
www.qIdroar.com.au 

just $3.95! 

available from these outlets 
SPORTSPOWER SOCCER WORLD METRO -SPORTS Qld Lions Soccer 

Mt Ommaney Lutwyche SUPPLIES Club Reception 
Fairfield Upper Mt Gravatt Hillcrest 133 Pine Rd, 

Bellbowrie Richlands 
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OVER THE PHONE WITH- 
ALEX DAVANI 
CLUB: Taringa Rovers 
POSITION: Striker 

He may be studying law, but Taringa Rovers 
striker Alex Davani says he has to work on his 
defence. He's also lost when it comes to 
shopping. 

Guards; take him down! 

Born: 17th August 1985 in Port Moresby, PNG 

Age: 20 

Current Club: Taringa Rovers 

Previous clubs: I was with the QAS from '99 to 2000, but 
as far as club football goes it's always been Taringa. 

Position: I play as a striker now but I like to attack from the 
midfield 

Strengths: My vision with the ball and my dribbling 

Weaknesses: My defensive work could be better and my 
aerobic fitness isn't all it could be. I'm certainly not the 
fittest player at the club that's for sure! 

Hobbies: I'm studying so that pretty much takes up all my 
time. and other sports though 

Career highlight: Representing PNG at senior level in the 
South Pacific games in Fiji. We didn't do fantastically well 
but we had some really good battles and it was a great 
experience 

Career lowlight: Being asked to leave the QAS because I 

wasn't an Australian citizen. That was pretty disappointing 
for me because I was selected to go on a couple of Joey's 
trips and I wasn't allowed to go 

Best player played with: I have to say Reza Aysen 
because he's a team-mate! Other than him I'd have to say 
Warren Moon who is with us at the moment. He has 
tremendous ability on the ball and playing with good 
players helps to improve your game 

Toughest opponent: Jamie Lowndes and Stuart McLaren 
are pretty tough to play against 

Biggest joker in your side: Reza is the one of the oldest 
there but perhaps the youngest at heart. He's always got a 
smile on his face 

One to watch out for in your team this season: Willie 
Tumusiime at the back is a very solid defender and has a 

good future in the game I think 

If you could change one law in football what would it 
be: I'd make the offside rule a little clearer. It's a bit 
confusing and could be made more black and white 

If you could change one thing about Brisbane football 

what would it be: I'd like to see more people at the local 
games. Maybe we need to do more marketing of the game 
and encourage families to go to the matches. 

Best advice you've ever been given: Relax and let it 

happen on the field 

Most embarrassing moment: I missed a sitter from about 
30cm when I was playing for Queensland Schoolboys. It 

was wet and the ball just slipped off my foot; honest 

Describe your club in one sentence: It's fun and an 
excellent place to play football at the moment 

Did you model your game on anyone: Not really but I like 
to look for different qualities in different players. I'm a Man 
Utd fan so I enjoy watching Wayne Rooney's quality on the 
ball and his strength is amazing 

Ambitions for the season: To win the Premier League, or 
at least make the top four. Then, to get to the Grand Final 
and win it. We want to win things this year 

How will Australia do in the World Cup Finals: I hope 
they get to the second round, I really do. It's going to be 
tough though 

Who will win the World Cup: Brazil 

Any superstitions: No, but I have a few pre -match rituals 
that I like to follow. I like to pack my bag a certain way, 
wear a certain pair of jocks, listen to music and relax. 
Actually, now that I'm talking about it, I guess I am a bit 
superstitious. If something works for me one week I like to 
try and replicate it the following week 

Any pets: I've a dog called Ricky 

What do you think of the A -League: It was great and I 

hope it helps to make football the number one sport in the 
country, as it should be. I'd love to play in it one day 

Have you ever been on TV: I have. I was interviewed for 
Western Union Football which is shown on SBS. It was 
when I playing for the PNG Under 20's in Vanuatu (2002) 

What about radio: I've never done radio 

Musical taste: I like all sorts of music but I'd say I probably 

prefer R 'n' B 

Pre -match munchies: I like to eat some sort of candy, like 

snakes or jellybeans. Probably not the best thing to eat 

though 

Any ambitions to coach once you finish playing: Yeah 

I'd like to. Perhaps to start with kids then move on to 

seniors 

What's your favourite saying: "Make it sexy" 

What's your coach's favourite saying: "Alex; score!" 

Funniest thing you have seen on the football field: We 

were playing Souths last year and I was running alongside 

Craig Slaughter when he suddenly just went down. I asked 

him what was wrong and said he put his foot into a pothole 

on the pitch. Our field didn't have the best of reputations 

last season so that was pretty funny! 

Best hangover cure: To keep on drinking! 

How much is 2 litres of milk: I love milk but never buy it. 

My cousin Jane does all the shopping so she'd know. I'd 

obabl illie Tumusiime 
He's a s cal v man with his shii tot 

have a guess at $2.50 

What about a loaf of bread: Same deal with my cousin! 

$1.50? 

Who in your squad would you not like to meet down a 

dark alley: Probably Willie Tumusiime. He's a scary man 

with his shirt off, quite a large boy! 

When did you last get drunk: On Sunday 

When did you last break the law: Probably on Sunday 

but I can't remember! 

Who's the loudest player in the dressing room: Reza 

and myself are the loudest and Andrew Imrie is definitely 

the quietest; he never says a word 

It's the FA Cup Final... it's 0-0 in the last minute.... 

You're clean through on goal and have a 50% chance 

of scoring. A team-mate is in a slightly better position 

and has roughly a 75% chance of scoring. Do you pass 

to him or shoot yourself: I'd probably pass if he was in a 

better a position 

Chicken, why not go for glory: Actually I probably would 

go for glory and shoot. I'm just saying I'd pass so I don't 

sound like a greedy footballer! 0 
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If You Are Going To Be A Number - Be No.1 

No.1 = BUMLO 
Jump 
Onboard 
With 
Champions 

Visit Buffman at www.buffalosportsqld.com.au 
Call 3265 2900 or email sales@buffalosportsqld.com.au SPORTS 
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Sharon Jackson 

Sharon Jackson looks for the lyric that will stir the blood when the Socceroos face 
the samba kings and co. in Germany 

Sing When You're 
Winning 

SOCCEROOS, Socceroos, Socceroos. A song for 
the Socceroos. Posing something of a brain teaser 
for us this isn't it? What will we choose? 

It can't just be any old song; it has to be something 
that will become synonymous with football. Think of 
Rugby League and 'The Best'. 

Music and sport are the two things that bring the 
world together and like love and marriage, both can 
exist perfectly well without the other but bring them 
together and you have created 
a stirring, passionate union 
that is irresistible. 

Song creates a wellspring of 
feeling you didn't know you 
possessed and can't explain 
but it immerses you in its 
soundscape creating magical 
moments in time. What song 
then is deserving of our 
Socceroos? 

Certainly we need more than.. 
"we are the Socceroos and 
we're very dangeroos." You 
can imagine the opposition 
terraces; "They're the 
Socceroos and they like 
kangaroos," being a polite 
version. All the same, I don't 
think, "Come on the Green and 
Gold, Pele's got too old," 
really is the right touch. 
Thinking of Brazil, perhaps 
'Tubthumping'is more apt than 
we'd care to admit, but we 
don't want to get on the lines 
of the Scots anthem 'Don't 
Come Home Too Soon' either 
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(written because the Scots have something of a 
history of first round exits). Hmm, we need some 
help here. 

Since Mr Lowy & Mr Howard have got together we 
certainly have gone places but 'When Frankie Met 
Johnnie' won't do at all. Whilst Alexander Downer's 
recent rendition of 'It's Now Or Never' might well 
have the right sentiment, I have the football heebie- 
geebies about tempting fate. 'Don't Be Cruel' I would 
say to him. Maybe we should ask the coach but he'll 

just want 'My Way' as coaches 
do. We might well let Hany 
Kewell entertain us but can 
we sing it? If he keeps 
scoring like he is it'll be 'Foot 
Out Of Kewell' sung to 
Meatloaf's 'Bat Out Of Hell'. 
Now there's a thought. 

Meatloaf - could he make a comeback and 
bash out a tune for the Green & Gold? 

No, we'll have to cast the net 
wider here. I tried contacting 
a pre-eminent Brisbane muso 
but the agent would not 
consider interrupting him for 
something so trivial! Well 
that CD's going back to the 
shop then! Never mind, let's 
wish him well with his new 
songwriting. At least a 
Brisbane pre-eminent music 

programmer responded with a 
great disco hit from Patrick 
Fernandez, 'Born To Be Alive' 
boogieing on the terraces as 
'Born To Win The Cup'. I like 
that! 

Word in the FFA was 
England's 'World In Motion' 
which is definitely a front 

runner and the local boys liked "anything by Kylie." 
Well of course they would. Perhaps ZZ Top's 'She's 
Got Legs'? 

Our detractors are now howling, wanting to know 
how we can be football with a national team that are 
called Socceroos. Freddie Mercury could tell you 
that easily 'It's A Kind Of Magic' not to be found on 
an AFL pitch although their fancy footwork at the 
closing games ceremony was pretty hot stuff. Hot 
Chocolate's 'You Sexy Thing' came to mind very 
quickly. 

Football has made many in -roads of late. But not yet, 
it would seem, in to deepest, darkest Victoria. 
Reading a local paper, it had what started as a great 
story about an AFL trip to South Africa wherein the 
writer's heart was lifted by the way the Africans sang 
the teams on and off the field. "The way it should 
be," he said. Just beautiful thinks I, almost hearing 
the haunting African voices. Then he stuffed it. He 
called AFL, Australian Football and then said; 
"Unlike rugby union & soccer it's not racially 

: based." Oh really? 'I'm Forever Blowing Bubbles' 
must be his club song! 

To be fair, it's possible you could say that football 
could be racially based because all of the races of the 
world play it. And then AFL wouldn't be racially 
based because only Victorians play it! Funny, this 
must be a different AFL from the one Nicky Winmar 

- played in. 

Forget about glass houses though. What's 
exasperating to me is that football is football because 
you play it with your feet and why they keep trying 
to deny this is beyond understanding. I'm not 
denying the athleticism the AFL players are 
renowned for but the skill is in the air, catching the 
ball, please note, with your hands. 

As the one and only, much missed, Brian Clough, a 
very successful manager and caustic wit once said, 
"If God had intended us to play football in the 
clouds, he'd have put turf up there." Wonder if 

"Music and sport are the two things 
that bring the world together. Both 

can exist perfectly well without the 

other but bring them together and 

you have created a stirring, 

passionate union that is irresistible" 

they've thought of 'Love Is In the Air'? 

The article was a shame as it should have been a real 
uplifting story of sport and song uniting people 
across many barriers, but instead descended into 
griping. Football is the world game and the fans sing 
their side to each World Cup with a passion unlike 
any other competition. If music be the food of love, 
play on maestro as someone once said, obviously 
watching George Best. 

Like every upstanding rugby league player, no 
Liverpool fan knows the second verse to God Save 
the Queen but would never be caught wanting to the 
inspirational 'You'll Never Milk Alone', arguably the 
football anthem of them all [I'll argue that - Ed]. I 

hope the song that is chosen will have all of the 
passion, rhythm and instant recall it needs for us to 
pick up. That's the main point for us footballers. If it's 

not easy on the tune and catchy on the brain, it'll be 
over our heads. A bit like AFL really. 

Our Socceroos deserve this at the least but in the 
meanwhile, I reckon the Eurthymics' 'Sweet Dreams' 
might be a goer. 

Sweet dreams are made of this, who are YOU to 

disagree, 
I traveled the world and the sevens seas, 
Just to see the Gold & Green.... 

As for the poor AFL with no World Cup to dream 
about, how about Monty Python's 'Bright Side of 
Life'? 0 

f lasion 101 
FM 

brisbane's only football radio show 

For all the latest local football news tune into Football Fusion with Bruce Dinsdale, 
Garry Johnson & Brenton Wilson every Saturday morning at 9.00am on 101FM. 

Competition prizes generously donated by Buffalo Sports Qld 

footballfusion@ozemail.com.au 
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From time to time we ail like to sit down and play manager, 
and after hours of deliberation come up with our own perfect 
A -League team comprising of local players. Former Palm 
Beach coach Karl Herdle did just that and told Chris Paine 
why these 11 Brisbane Premier League players could hold 
their own in the Hyundai A -League. 

HERDLE has built in his mind the perfect team. He 
says the most effective tactical formation to allow 
his selection of players to gel and produce 
confident, attacking football is a 4-4-2 set-up. 

Griffin 
McMaster 

He also likes to play everyone in pairs. A pair of 
strikers, a pair of central midfielders, and a pair of 
centre halves in the backline. After all, according to 
Karl, selecting players in pairs allows them to work 
together to lay the building blocks for a strong team 
across the park, forcing the opposition side to play 
down the wings. 

And you'd better believe Karl's Fantasy A -League XI 
has what it takes to take on the big boys, with the 
right balance of speed, skill, and technique, and a 
potent mix of experienced old heads and promising 
young talent. He certainly believes in them. 

"The players I selected in my team I believe could 
make it under the professional conditions and busy 
training demands of the A -League because of their 
attitude to football, self-discipline, technical ability, 
and their will to win," he says. 

Goal Keeper - Griffin McMaster (Brisbane 
City) 

"This was a tough decision, because there are a lot 
of very good goalkeepers in the league, but I 
selected Griffin in goal because he is a very good, 
level-headed goal keeper who deals well with 
crosses and pressure. His physique is ideal and 
lends himself to the role - he just oozes confidence 
when he's in goal. 

Right -Back - Dwayne Good (Palm Beach) 

"Dwayne is a very good defender because he is 
quick and solid, but one of his biggest strengths is 
his ability to keep possession - he wins balls very 
well and then holds onto it and does something 
positive. He doesn't give the ball away. You need 
someone like that in professional football because 

you need to start attacking from the back with your 
defenders. He has a sound knowledge of football 
and he can pick out the creative players in the 
midfield very well. 

Central Defender - Joel Hale (Pine Rivers) 

"I need him in the middle because his all-round 
game is so solid. He's a cool, calm, collected 
defender, who also possesses a nice ball -playing 
touch. 

Joel is a tall player which gives him the height to fix 
things up at the back. He's a quiet sort of a guy 
who just goes about getting the job done without 
much fuss, so I've got a lot of time for that sort of 
player in my team. 

Central Defender - Adam Webber (c) 
(Brisbane Strikers) 

"Adam reads the game tremendously well, so with 

Joel he would form a good combination, because if 

one of them commits, the other would back up. I 

believe they'd have a very good understanding 

between each other, and Adam can organise all 

players at the back without yelling and screaming. 

He's just a confident individual with good ball skills 

who leads by example. 

Left -Back - Shane Robinson (Palm Beach) 

"This guy I selected because he's been there and 

done that, he's already played at a high level and is 

still a pretty young guy. He broke his leg twice over 

the last three years, and has come back to be one 

of the outstanding left -side defenders in the league. 

Shane has an extremely educated left foot, and for 

a young age he's very experienced. While he may 

be a bit short, he makes up for it with a great 
athletic ability, a good passing and crossing ability, 
clever first touch and as with all the players in this 
side he's quick. A must in my side. 

Right Midfielder - Michael Van Moolenbroek 
(Brisbane Wolves) 

"I think Michael is very much an underrated player 
in the league. He's quite tall and very fast. What I 
like about him is that he's not afraid to take people 

on, he can turn on a 5 -cent piece and he's gone. 

When he roams on the right of the field he can be 

very intimidating to defenders because he uses his 

speed and runs at them he's not the type of player 

to stop and think, he just keeps on moving all the 
time. 
Michael is an individual, and does what comes 

naturally to him. Sometimes coaches use him as a 

striker but I'd prefer to give him some more time 

and more room and give him the opportunity to 

take players one-on-one and see what happens. 

Central Midfielder - Josh Evans (Souths 
United) 

"Josh is a young guy who caught my eye last year 

playing for Taringa who has an adventurous and 

well -disciplined approach to his football. This is a 

guy who runs on a good engine and just goes 

about getting the job done. I like him because he's 

a good mixture of ball -winner and creator. I believe 

with the amount of training time that A -League 

teams put in, this guy would be dynamite. He really 

enjoys working and setting other players up to 

score goals which suits him with the depth of his 

passing game and the ability to take time on the 

ball to be creative. 

Central Midfielder - Brad Ditton (Palm Beach) 

"If Brad is fit, and is on his game, to me he would 

be one of the best, if not the best midfielder in the 

league. Brad has played national league before with 

the Strikers under Frank Farina, and I think he 

could play for at least a couple of years in top-flight 
football in this country. Because we have such a 

young team he definitely provides leadership in the 

centre of the park. He can change the pace of the 
game with his style and experience, and he would 

definitely be the linchpin of my side. 

Left Midfielder - John Costello (Palm Beach) 

"John is an extremely fit player who just works up 

and down the left side of the field all day long. He's 

an under -21 player who gets through a lot of work 
in every game and is one of the most dangerous 
players to mark up against. If you let him go he will 

rip the opposition apart. His close ball skills and a 

good turn of pace means he couldn't be overlooked 
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on the left-hand side of my midfield, and he easily 
picks out players with clever passes and crosses. 

Striker - Tim Smits (Pine Rivers) 

"Tim is a proven goal -scorer - a very gifted all- 
round striker with tremendous body co-ordination. 
He's very cool in front of goal and is extremely 
confident in his ability to finish. He's quick, he 
creates, he's mobile, he takes players on- and he 
just puts chances away. With the type of players I 
have selected in the backline and midfield, he 
would surely get a lot of quality ball, and when that 
happens he can run riot and pose a real threat. 

Striker - Josh Rose (Brisbane Strikers) 
"Josh has already played a season in the A -League 
with the New Zealand Knights, but they played him 
on the left-hand side where I believe he should play 
up front. He's an out-and-out striker, a goal sniffer, 
and an extremely good finisher with an impressive 
goal -scoring record in the Brisbane competition as a 
striker. Josh wants to be in the action all the time so 
playing as a striker would really suit him. He has a 
quick reaction time, and finishes them off very well. 
He would complement Timmy Smits very well up 
front and between the pair of them, they will finish 
off the chances supplied to them by the other 
players. 0 

Metro -Sports Supplies 
Soccer & sports supplies specialists 

Supplier to: 
Football Qld Church Commercial Indoor 

(Futsal) Clubs Teams 

Team uniforms 
Club Polos, Jackets, Caps, Beanies, Bags etc. 

Footwear Outdoor/Indoor Futsal 
Soccer Balls Outdoor/Indoor Futsal 

Training Aids & Accessories 
Replica Clothing & Accessories 

Call ,Michael or Cathy or visit our shop for range & prices 

Ph: 07 3809 2290 
Fax: 07 3809 2890 

Unit 1c/20 Johnson Rd, 
Hillcrest, Qld 4118 

FOOTBALL 
QUEENSLAND 

Football Queensland President Dennis O'Brien on recent progress 

Another milestone for football in Queensland 

As we continue to implement the restructure of 
football, a significant milestone was achieved on April 
8th, with the Queensland Junior Soccer Council holding 
its final meeting. Although there was some sadness 
with the close of another chapter, the spirits were lifted 
by optimism for the future, and justifiable pride in the 
achievements of this body in its service to junior 
football spanning decades. 

From my perspective, I hold nothing but admiration for 
the wisdom demonstrated by The Council in 

recognising the benefits of the restructure and 
gratitude for the professional manner in which they 
conducted themselves. 

Testament to their professional management is the 
legacy of some $200,000 in assets passed to Football 
Queensland to manage on behalf of junior football. The 
Board has committed to use these funds for various 
junior player development programs as recommended 
by the State Technical Department and signed off by 
the State Junior Standing Committee. 

Applications for funding support will be accepted from 
Zones across the State from early June. Funding of this 
magnitude has never before in our history been 
available and we are confident benefits will flow to the 
grass roots of our game, and provide a significant boost 
to the volunteers who have given so generously with 
little support. 

Zone Councils 

Having assigned management rights to our Regional 
Zone Councils, it is very pleasing to see some being 
very pro -active in identifying member needs and being 
quite imaginative in their endeavours to support 
identified programs. Sunshine Coast have developed 

business 
partnerships, rather 
than traditional 
sponsorships, the 
benefits of which 

"Testament to their 
professional management is 
the legacy of some $200,000 
in assets passed to Football 
Queensland" 

are being used to fund a club support officer, squirts 
pre-school activity program, and an active in schools 
program which anticipates 15,000 player contacts this 
year. Gold Coast continues to amaze with their recent 

announcement of $750K sponsorship over five years. 

Gold Coast will also be hosting the only official World 
Cup Dinner in Queensland enjoying both FFA & FQ 

endorsement and participation. Keep an eye on their 
web site for further details. In recent times, both Zones 

have networked well together and are an inspiration for 
the rest of Queensland. 

State Coach Accreditation 

While the games administrators have received this 

initiative with some reluctance, we are pleased to 

confirm that the majority of coaches have applauded 

the initiative and see it as a great step forward. 

You will recall that our goal was to achieve three 

outcomes, to provide basic risk management skills, to 

create a database from which the Coaches Standing 

Committees will be formed at both Zone and State 

level, and provide a user friendly system through which 

coaches can self educate. 

Registration forms are now being received and we hope 

to call for nominations from interested coaches to 

participate directly in the governance of football over 

the next three or four weeks. If your Club has not yet 

seen the presentation, contact either your RDO's or 

George Cowie at Football Queensland. The Board has 

committed to use any funds that are generated from 

the registration fee to service new coach support 
programs. 0 

Queensland Government 
Getting more people active 
through sport and recreation 
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DENNIS O'BRIEN 

I see my responsibility in the 
next two or three years as 
changing the minds of the 

people rather than changing 
how many football grounds 

we have or how many 
competitions we have 

With football undergoing such a dramatic revolution and many people questioning the 
direction of the game over the next few seasons, Football Queensland President, Dennis 
O'Brien tries to shed some light 

What is the plan for football in Queensland over 
the next decade or so? 

We have an operational plan that we submit to the 
State Government every year and that has been 
upgraded in recent times. I think it's important to talk 
about the next three years before we talk about the 
following seven years though. 

We've all understood that there were many problems 
with football inside Australia and indeed in Queensland 
as well. I have a particular view in regards to what the 
underlying cause of that was and I think a lot of people 
inside football in this country took a downward look in 
terms of a vision for the future. In other words, 'I'm in 
a club, how can I make my club better', or, 'how can I 
get better players', etc. 

If we look at the next three years the most important 

thing I can see for football in Queensland is to change 
the way that people see the game to a more upward 
and outward vision. 

An upward vision in the sense that the people involved 
at club level should look to how their club can 
contribute to what is happening in Brisbane as whole. 
I'm not suggesting that people should lose the insular 
vision of 'how can I make my club the best club in the 
world', but at the same time we need to look outwards 
and upwards from there and make sure that we 
support what is happening in the rest of the state and 
how can the state support what is happening nationally. 

So how do you project that shift in thinking to 
the people on the ground? 

I'm doing a lot of talking to people and we spend a lot 
of time just having conversations particularly with 

Presidents of the various zones, standing committees 
and a whole host of other people as well. 

We're trying to commit them to that particular view and 

explain to them how they need to operate inside 
football. We're deliberately saying to the zones you 

have a good deal of power and authority in respect to 
how you run the game inside your zone. 

However, with that power and authority also comes a 

great deal of responsibility. So, that responsibility 
becomes personal responsibility so that you make sure 

that inside your zone you commit yourself to not just 
the letter of the law, but the principles that underpin 
the letter of the law. 

I see my responsibility in the next two or three years as 

changing the minds of the people rather than changing 
how many football grounds we have or how many 
competitions we have. Those things are important, but 
I think if we work in a more cooperative and cohesive 
way then many of the other things will be a lot easier 
to achieve. 

Assuming that cultural shift is achieved, what 
plan will be applied and where will we go from 
there? 

The key things to do are; to grow the game in terms of 
the number of participants, and that will always be an 

objective that we have. 

We also need to attract corporate partners into the 
game and that is something that we clearly haven't 
done well. The fact that Queensland Roar are now here 

and has taken a whole different approach to corporate 
partnership that previous NSL clubs might have done is 

a benefit because it actually gives corporate 
Queensland the view that there is now a different 
approach to the game as a whole. 

In our recent preliminary talks with sponsors the 

biggest concern expressed to us about the past has 

been a lack of cohesiveness within the game. They 

have never questioned the participation or support 
levels; just that fact the game is fragmented. 

So in summary the key areas for me are; to grow the 

number of people who play the game; growing 
corporate partnerships; looking after volunteers; 
developing better coaching and officiating 
infrastructure, and these are just three or four things to 
start with. 

In terms of the game on the ground, there is a 

considerable gap between the A -League and the best 

competition in our state, the Brisbane Premier League. 

It's a real challenge to try and bridge that gap and we 

are already having discussions with the QAS and FFA 

about the best role the academy can play in managing 

to live within that part of the game. The role the 
academy has played in the past might not be 

completely appropriate in the next ten years. So, there 

is some work to be done in terms of elite training. 

To bridge that gap is an enormous challenge as I said, 

and I don't actually have an answer for that at the 

moment. The State Cup we established is not an 

answer to that and was not intended to be. 

Just looking a bit further into one of your key 
goals then; how are you going to 'grow the 
game'? 

We have to make the game more attractive. We've got 

to connect between the weekend game and the school 

game... 

....They are the points that need to be done, but 
how are you going to do it? 

I don't think the how is all that hard, but the how is an 

entirely personal question in that it exists between 

people. We've already spoken to the department of 

education and we'll establish good relationships and 

ongoing relationships with them. It's an immense job 
though to actually get people out to the schools and to 
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NATIONAL NEWS 
use those visits in an entirely productive way. At the 
moment we have three different initiatives going on 
where people visit schools; the FFA initiative, the 
Queensland Roar and Football Queensland. We need to 
collectively do a better job at promoting the game 
inside those schools. We need zones to look carefully at 
bringing school teams into their local competitions. 

Rather than saying 'we'll pick this kid, or that kid', we 
need a strategy that says we'll encourage that school to 
enter a team in our weekend competition, or we'll run a 
Friday night competition, or we'll do something else to 
enable that to happen. 

We're encouraging zones to use alternative strategies in 
respect to permissible changes to the rules of the 
game. Nine -a -side games might be necessary in order 
to promote, let's say, an Under 14 girls competition in 
Blackwater because they don't have enough players to 
get six teams of 11 -a -side football. So there are a 
whole host of strategies like this one that I believe will 
help to grow the game. 

We've drawn up a list of six strategic goals for the next 
12 months and one of those is simply to make sure that 
the company remains financially viable. It's all very well 
to have goals and strategic analysis, but we have to 
make sure that we pay attention to the basic things in 
order for those goals to happen. I'd rather make sure 
that the fundamentals within the organisation are right, 
rather than put on a few displays of flashing peacock 
feathers. 

The State Cup. What's the future? 

The State Cup was delivered more from the point of 
view of promoting the game in the zones. The State 
Cup wasn't entirely necessary for Brisbane, but it was 
entirely necessary that Brisbane were in it. 

It has been extraordinarily successful in terms of the 
zones being able to manage the game regionally. They 
were able to attract zone -wide corporate sponsorship 
and they've been able to establish a view across the 
zone that there is a single zone for the region and that 
it is represented by their State Cup team. 

We brought in a consultant to provide us with some 
details about where the State Cup might go in the next 
five years. The report we got back was very 
comprehensive and went into details on what it might 
cost to set up the Q -League and other details of that 
nature. The Board has made the decision that at this 
moment that we can't afford to risk the company with a 
financial commitment of that amount of capital over the 
next 12 months to two years. 

How much capital are we talking about? 

From the point of view of Football Queensland's 
commitment we're looking at around $250,000. Around 
the state we're talking about a significantly greater 
amount than that. Our evidence at the moment 

We've drawn up a list of six 
strategic goals for the next 12 

months and one of those is 
simply to make sure that the 
company remains financially 
viable. It's all very well to have 
goals and strategic analysis, but 
we have to make sure that we pay 
attention to the basic things in 
order for those goals to happen. 

suggests that the zones have been able to attract 
something like $30,000 or $40,000 in sponsorship, in 
either cash or kind, from local organisations willing to 
promote their State Cup team. 

Football Queensland added about another $100,000 to 
the State Cup. So, even in its raw form at the moment 
it's still a significant cost to actually run it. Currently, 
the view of the Board is that the statewide benefits are 
sufficient to justify that statewide cost. However, the 
Board is not convinced that the statewide benefits are 
sufficient to actually cause that cost to jump by three 
or four times. 

The immediate future of the State Cup is that it will run 
in 2006 as it did in 2005 with essentially the same 
format. We had audiences of over 1000 in regional 
Queensland who came along to watch the games. 

What is Football Queensland doing to secure 
future Socceroos games for Brisbane? 

We are certainly talking to John Boultbee and other 
people at FFA as hard as we can. We are doing 
everything to make sure that they understand they can 
trust us and that we are an effective and cohesive 
organisation that when asked to do something we will 
do it well. 

We are being confounded to some extent by the 
Queensland Government. For recent international 
games that have been held, FFA have automatically 
gone to the State Governments and asked how much 
they would be prepared to invest to host a game in 
their major city. We were soundly trounced by the 
offers that were made by NSW and Victoria. 

I can guarantee that Football Queensland's relationship 
with FFA is very good. But I would also say that the 
Queensland Government didn't seem as interested as 
the other states were in bringing a Socceroos game to 
Brisbane. There is no doubt that it's cash that counts 
when it comes to getting games here. 0 

TELEVISION DEAL SET TO SEAL FUTURE 

1 

News broke late last month that 
FFA had sealed a TV deal with 
pay -TV network Fox Sports 
reported to be worth up to a 

whopping $120 million. 

At the time of writing details of the new contract were 
sketchy, but it is believed the seven-year deal will inject 
around $17 million a year into the sport until 2013, a 

far cry from the paltry $750,000 Fox Sports paid for the 
inaugural A -League season. 

The sheer magnitude of the deal places the game 
securely in the mainstream of Australian sport. In 
addition to providing a much -needed cash injection to 
A -League clubs who have copped big losses in their 
opening year, mega -dollars will now be available to 
fund grass -roots and development programs to further 
underpin the immediate future of the game. 

FOX 

FIRST MATCH CRUCIAL AS QANTAS MATILDAS 
TAKE FIRST STEPS IN ASIA 

The Qantas Matildas will be looking to get their first 
Asian Football Confederation tournament off to a good 
start after drawing Korea Republic in the opening match 
of the 2006 AFC Women's Championships. 

Head Coach Tom Sermanni, who attended the draw in 

Adelaide, said that the first match against Korea 

Republic was the most crucial of all the pool games. 

"The most critical game will be the opening one without 
a doubt," said Sermanni. 

"If we lose that match it puts a great deal of pressure 
on us. Having said that I'm glad we do have a tough 
match first up as it means the team will be focused 

right from the first game." 

The nine -nation tournament to be held in Adelaide 

during July has the nations split into two groups with 

Australia up against two-time defending champion DPR 

Korea, Korea Republic, Thailand and Myanmar. The 

other group is China PR, Japan, Chinese Taipei and 

Vietnam. The top two teams from each group go 

through to the Semi Finals. 

Sermanni conceded he would have preferred to have 

been drawn in the group of four teams, meaning one 

less pool match. 

"My preference would have been to be in the group of 
four but the way the draw has worked out it has 

nullified my concerns because we get a break between 

our two toughest matches," added Sermanni. 

"The two most difficult matches are the Koreans but we 

have to not dismiss the other teams lightly because 

they had to overcome some hurdles to make it this far 

and they won't be coming just to make up the 

numbers." 

The 2006 AFC Women's Championships double as the 

qualifiers for the 2007 Women's World Championship to 
be held in China. 

In addition to China getting automatic entry to the 
World Championships as host, the Asian region receives 
another two full spots plus a third team will play off 

against a team from CONCACAF. 

Therefore the finalists from Adelaide will qualify for the 
World Championships while the winner of the 
third/fourth playoff will then have to defeat a team 
from CONCACAF to win a place at the World 
Championships. However should China make the final 
in Adelaide then the other finalist will qualify directly for 
the World Championships alongside the winner of the 
third/fourth playoff. The fourth placed team will then 
attempt to qualify against a nation from CONCACAF. 

MATILDAS TO FEATURE IN HISTORIC DOUBLE 
HEADER ALONGSIDE SOCCEROOS 

The Matildas will feature in an historic double header 
when they meet Mexico in an international match prior 
to the Qantas Socceroos v Greece match at the MCG on 
Thursday 25 May. 

It will be the first ever appearance for the Matildas at 
the famous venue and will be important preparation for 
the team prior to the Asian Football Confederation 
(AFC) Women's Championships to be held in Adelaide in 

late July. 

The match will kick off at 4.30pm with the Socceroos to 
meet Greece at 7.30pm in what will be the only match 
for the team in Australia prior to departing for the 
World Cup in Germany. 

FUTSALROOS COMPLETE ASIAN 
CHAMPIONSHIP QUALIFYING CAMPAIGN WITH 
MASSIVE WIN 

The Qantas Futsalroos have completed their AFC Futsal 
Championship qualifying campaign with an emphatic 
16-2 win over Macau, ensuring they finished top of 
their group. 

Having already qualified for this month's AFC Futsal 
Championship in Uzbekistan following earlier wins over 
Hong Kong and South Korea, the Australians started 
slowly holding a 3-1 half time lead before scoring a 

remarkable 13 goals in a second half romp. 

Leading the way for Australia was Adrian Vizzari who 
scored five goals, Goran Josifovski and Elia Salloum 
each secured a hat -trick, Lachlan Wright scored twice, 
while Scott Manson, Keenan Duimpies and Andrew 
Nolan also got on the scoresheet. 

Australia will be making their debut at this month's 16 - 

nation AFC Futsal Championship in Uzbekistan which 
commences on May 21. 

POOL B RESULTS 
Round 1: Australia 3 v Hong Kong 2, Korea Republic 8 

v Macau 1 

Round 2: Australia 5 v Korea Republic 4, Hong Kong 
14 v Macau 2 

Round 3: Australia 16 v Macau 2, Korea Republic 2 v 

Hong Kong 2 

GROUP B P Pts GD 

1. Australia 3 9 +16 
2. Hong Kong 3 4 +11 
3. Korea Republic 3 4 +6 
4. Macau 3 0 -34 
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DI ROM -POWER 
FOOTBALL SPECIALISTS 

180 Stores Australia -wide 

A huge range of boots at great prices 

NOMIS ADIDAS NIKE PUMA 
KAPPA ASICS etc 

Heat -seal numbering & lettering in store 

Jerseys & Kids' sets from around the world 

Special prices for clubs 

WER, your one stop football shop 

MT OMMANEY 
Mt Ommaney Centre, Dandenong Road, Mt Ommaney Ph: 3376 1672 

FAIRFIELD 
Fairfield Gardens, Fairfield Road, Fairfield Ph: 3255 1533 

THE GAP 
The Gap Shopping Village, 160 Waterworks Road, The Gap Ph: 3511 1600 

BELLBOWRIE 
Shop 26, Bellbowrie Shopping Plaza, 37 Birkin Rd, Bellbowrie Ph: 3202 6059 

www.sportspowercom.au 

SPOIITSPOWER 
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